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Merry Christmas & a
prosperous New Year

from Brian Arrowood & his wife Christy Lyons,
Hunter Lane and the staff of Johnson-Arrowood Funeral Home

Perry Crawford of Knoxville is a winner in the 2020 
Times News Countdown to Christmas Art Contest, 13 
to 18 age group.

Aggies make final CFP 
case with 34-13 win 
over Volunteers. C1

Hokies nail 20 3-pointers in 
rout of Eagles. C1
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ETSU hadn’t lost to a non-Division I basketball opponent since 1988. 
That streak looked to be in jeopardy for much of Saturday’s game 
against Lee University at Freedom Hall. The Bucs finally pulled away 
for a 62-53 win over the Division II Flames. C1

Late surge keeps Bucs’ streak intact
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Who are Kingsport’s homeless?

By MATTHEW LANE
mlane@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — A 
majority of  the homeless 
people in the downtown 
area are either from or have 
lived in East Tennessee for 
more than 10 years. Many 
have been homeless for less 
than five years, just over 
half  report some type of  
mental illness, and many 
have a distrust of  law 
enforcement.

These were some of  the 
findings of  a recent survey 
of  42 homeless people who 
call the streets of  downtown 
home.

“We wanted to get infor-
mation about as many 
homeless as we could,” said 
Emily Lane, a volunteer at 
Hunger First and one of  the 
volunteers who helped con-
duct the survey. “Part of  it 
was we wanted to see if  
what we’ve heard 
throughout the city ... that 
homeless are from 

Kingsport or from outside 
the area.”

ORIGINS OF THE SURVEY
Lane is a 2004 Dobyns-

Bennett High School grad-
uate who moved back to 

Kingsport in 2014 after 
spending a decade living in 
Nashville. Today, she 
studies microbiology and 
public health at ETSU and 
after graduation in May, she 

plans to attend medical 
school.

She first became aware of  
Hunger First through a 
friend and over the past 
year has become more 
involved in the organization. 
Recently, Lane sat down 
with Hunger First Director 
Michael Gillis and former 
Sullivan County 
Commissioner Joe Herron 
to come up with another 
way to help the homeless.

“All three of  us met and 
started talking about what 
we could do for the home-
less, and we said why not 
ask them some questions?” 
Lane said. “We assured 
them the information 
wouldn’t be used against 
them, that it would be used 
to help them.”

The survey took place on 
two days in early November 
at Shades of  Grace Church 
and the Kitchen of  Hope. 
The one-page survey had 26 

Survey finds most of the homeless in the Model City are from our region

MATTHEW LANE/MLANE@TIMESNEWS.NET

Volunteers recently painted the facade of Hunger First in downtown 
Kingsport, with plans to paint the remainder of the building in the near 
future. A survey was recently conducted of 42 homeless people, asking 
them a variety of questions about themselves, their interests and what 
their most pressing needs are at this time. Hunger First hopes to use 
the information to better help the city’s homeless.

From 
bad to 
worse

Venable mulls new guidelines 
as Sullivan health officials 

expect number of COVID-19 
cases to reach 14,000 soon

By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net

BLOUNTVILLE — 
Imagine you have 700 
employees and 120 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19 since the 
pandemic began. 
Would having had 
more than 17% of  your 
workforce sick, or 
quarantined in case 
they’re contagious, 
impact your ability to 
conduct business? The 
number of  employees 
out or working from 
home at any time is 
actually higher than 
17% when you con-
sider those who have 
been quarantined due 
to their potential expo-
sure, rather than a 
positive test.

Guess what? If  
you’re a Sullivan 
County resident, you 
are that employer. 

Sullivan County gov-
ernment’s general 
fund employs 700 
people, Mayor Richard 
Venable told the Times 
News on Friday. And 
120 of  them have 
tested positive “thus 
far.” 

Of  that number, 75 
were in the Sullivan 
County Sheriff’s 
Office, Venable said. 
And in addition to the 
120, an estimated 30 
employees of  the 
county school system 
have tested positive, 
Venable noted.

“It paints a grim pic-
ture,” Venable said. 
“It’s more grim than I 
wanted to show. But 

From staff reports

KINGSPORT — With less 
than a week until 
Christmas, the Salvation 
Army is hoping local resi-
dents will help “Rescue 
Christmas” with increased 
giving at the iconic red ket-
tles.

The Salvation Army is 
seeing a slump in its Red 
Kettle effort this year. 
Fewer kettle locations and 
fewer bell ringers, coupled 
with less foot traffic in 
some areas, have left the 

campaign short. As of  Dec. 
15, Salvation Army units 
across the Tri-Cities had 
reached just 60% (or 
$267,435) of  their $450,000 
goal.

“The level of  giving actu-
ally seems to be up. But we 
have had fewer bell ringers 
and volunteers this year, so 
we haven’t been able to 
cover all of  our locations, 

which equates to collections 
being down,” Major Joseph 
May of  the Kingsport 
Salvation Army explained.

The Kingsport unit is 
down about $10,000 from 
this point last year. The 
Bristol unit reports a 
decrease of  about $8,000.

But May is still opti-
mistic.

“We still have a week to 
go, though. And because of  
the way the calendar lays 
out, we actually have two 

Daily cases

Southwest Virginia reported 
79 more COVID-19 cases but 
no new deaths Saturday. A2 

Salvation Army working 
to ‘Rescue Christmas’

MATTHEW LANE / MLANE@TIMESNEWS.NET

Leigh Ann Haynes, a senior at Dobyns-Bennett High School, has been ringing the bell for the Salvation Army since Thanksgiving and volunteers four 
to five times a week down by the Red Kettle. For a number of reasons, the Salvation Army is seeing a slump in its Red Kettle effort this year.
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The Walmart on West Stone Drive 
hosted the ‘official tree-topper’ for 
the Salvation Army Angel Tree pro- 
gram this year. Kingsport’s six trees 
held 505 angels and 70 senior angels. 
Angel gifts were due on Saturday.

Times News Rescue Fund

The Times News Rescue Fund has 
received $2,775 in donations, 
bringing the total to $39,376. B5

See SURVEY, Page A4

See RESCUE, Page A2 See COVID-19, Page A2


