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A crash involving three tractor-trailers in Marengo County, Alabama, 

claimed the life of a Kingsport man. James W. Davis, 55, was killed in 

the incident that occurred around 12:55 a.m. on March 9 about one 

mile west of Uniontown on U.S. 80, Alabama authorities said. A6
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Russian warplane hits 
American drone over 
Black Sea, US says. A3

Volunteer felled by Fulton in 
state 3A quarterfinals. B1
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KINGSPORT — He was humble. A friend to 
all. A man who made bonds and never broke 
them.

Family members said Stephen Jackson, 
known to his friends as “Steve,” said he was 
so humble they didn’t even know how much 
he was active in the community until he sud-
denly passed away.

“He was more magnificent than I even 
knew,” Teresa Clark, his mother, said. “I’m 
finding out so much about him.”

Jackson was killed last Thursday evening 
while walking his dog, Jack, on Ridgefields 
Road in a hit-and-run crash. The suspect in 
the case, Jesse Carey, was found dead 
Monday night in Scott County, Virginia, 
reportedly from a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound.

But Clark and Rachel Killen, Jackson’s 
sister, want to remember him for who he was. 
A devout Christian, brother, son and friend.

“He was just an amazing person,” Killen 
said. “I didn’t even know how amazing he 
was until he was gone.”

Jackson grew up in Kingsport and gradu-
ated from Dobyns-Bennett High School. The 
40-year-old worked at Eastman Credit Union 
and when away from there, he spent his time 
outdoors. He loved to hike, camp and kayak.

He attended Hope Church and had a 
church family.

He also volunteered for Fun Fest and 
helped the Kingsport Chamber of  Commerce.

But one of  his biggest loves was his mixed-
breed dog, Jack, who was killed with him in 
the hit-and-run while they were walking 
together.

“He loved Jack,” Killen said.
Clark said she would keep Jack when 

Jackson would head to Texas now and then 
for business trips. She said Jack was ador-
able and a great dog. Every time Jackson 

would come back to his mom’s house from 
the business trip, the dog would jump to the 
window looking out.

When he saw Jackson, he would run 
around the room waiting for the door to open.

“He loved Stephen,” Clark said.
But then came the call. Someone from the 

hospital phoned Clark just after midnight to 
inform her that Jackson had been killed.

At first, she didn’t believe it. She thought it 
was a prank call. She thought it was just 
someone trying to pull a scam.

But then reality sank in. She said she 
couldn’t even cry. She cried, but the tears 
were dry.

Then she cried out to Jesus. She asked 
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KINGSPORT — The suspect in 
a hit-and-run incident that 
claimed the life of  a 40-year-old 
city man has been found dead in 
Scott County, Virginia, 
Kingsport police said.

The Kingsport Police 
Department issued a news 
release early Tuesday morning 
announcing that the body of  
Jesse D. Carey, 28, Kingsport, 
was discovered late Monday.

Carey was wanted in connec-
tion with the death of  Stephen A. 
Jackson on Thursday.

According to the Scott County 
Sheriff’s Office, deputies 
responded to an abandoned 
home on A.P. Carter Highway 
Monday evening in an attempt to 
locate Carey.

As officers approached the 
home, they heard a gunshot. 
Officers went inside and found 
the body of  Carey with what 
appeared to be a self-inflicted 
gunshot wound, the SCSO said.

His body has been transported 
to the medical examiner’s office 
in Roanoke for an autopsy.

Carey faced charges of  vehic-
ular homicide by recklessness, 
leaving the scene of  a motor 
vehicle collision resulting in 
death, failure to immediately 
report a motor vehicle collision, 
driving on a revoked license, and 
failure to exercise due care.

Police said Jackson was 
walking his dog on a sidewalk 
adjacent to Ridgefields Road 
when a red 2002 Subaru Impreza 
sedan swerved and hit them 
around 6:20 p.m. Thursday.

The driver fled the scene.
Jackson was seriously injured 

and taken to a local hospital for 
treatment, but he was pro-

‘Full of life, 
 full of love’
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Stephen Jackson, 40, of Kingsport, and his beloved dog, Jack, were walking along Ridgefields Road on Thursday 
evening when they were struck by a motorist who fled the area. Jackson sustained critical injuries in the 
collision and was transported to a local hospital, where he died soon afterward. Jack died at the scene.

Suspect found 
dead by Scott 

County officers 
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KINGSPORT — There’s a new goal 

for Bays Mountain Park.

Get a new state license plate.

The park is currently asking the 

public for preorders in order to 

establish its very own state license 

plate, which has already been 

designed. If  the park is able to get 

1,000 orders, the state of  Tennessee 

will authorize production of  the 
plates.

So far, around 100 plates have been 
preordered, city officials said.

The proposed license plate, 
designed by Cassy Rose, shows a red 
and orange sunrise coming over a 
blue, forested Bays Mountain.

If  the license plates are produced, 
they will be completed within four to 
six months. 

The plates will then be shipped to 

the Sullivan County Clerk’s Office, 

and those who bought a plate will be 

notified it is ready for pickup.

The cost to preorder a license plate 

is $35, and those wishing to buy can 

do so by going to kingsporttn.gov and 

clicking on the “CivicRec” link, then 

search for “license plate.”

All funds raised will directly ben-

efit improvements, events, projects 

and maintenance at the park.

Bays Mountain asks friends to step up to the plate
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The state of Tennessee will produce this Bays Mountain specialty 
license plate if the park can generate at least 1,000 orders. For more 
information, visit friendsofbays.org/license-plates.

See SUSPECT, Page A2See JACKSON, Page A2
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KINGSPORT — A Model 
City woman was charged 
Tuesday with the first-degree 
murder of  her mother, who 
died in a fire over the 
weekend.

Joie T. Dawes, 43, also faces 
charges of  aggravated arson 
and tampering with evidence, 

according to a Kingsport 
Police Department press 
release.

Her mother, Martha A. 
Dozier, 65, was killed in the 
fire that happened at their 
home on Westmoreland 
Avenue, the KPD said.

Dozier’s body was taken to 
the William L. Jenkins 
Forensic Center at ETSU for 
an autopsy.

According to the release, 
first responders from the 
Kingsport fire and police 
departments responded to a 
structure fire around 6 p.m. 
Saturday. 

The residence was fully 
involved, and investigators 
located the body of  Dozier 
after the fire was extin-
guished.

Authorities said the fire 

appeared suspicious early on 
in the investigation due to 
Dawes leaving the home just 
moments before the blaze 
erupted.

The Kingsport Fire 
Marshal’s Office and the KPD 
Criminal Investigation 
Division found probable 
cause for an arrest due to 
speaking with Dawes and a 
thorough investigation of  the 

scene, authorities said.
Dawes has been booked 

into the Kingsport City Jail 
and is now awaiting trans-
port to the Sullivan County 
Jail to await arraignment.

At this time, investigators 
do not plan on releasing the 
cause of  Dozier’s death or the 
motive behind the alleged 
murder, according to the 
release.

City woman charged with killing mother

Dawes

Investigators discover body after fire destroys Westmoreland Avenue residence on Saturday

Family remembers victim 
of hit-and-run as humble, 

devoted to community
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Jackson and Jack enjoy kayaking at Warrior’s Path.


