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Hawkins woman dies in fire
Firefighters find body of 75-year-old inside mobile home
By JEFF BOBO
jbobo@timesnews.net

ROGERSVILLE — A 75-year-old
Hawkins County woman was killed
in a mobile home fire Thursday evening on Stanley Valley Road near
Rogersville.
The cause of the blaze hadn’t been
determined as of Friday afternoon,
and the victim’s name has not been
released.
Although the Tennessee Bureau of
Investigation was called to the scene,
Stanley Valley Volunteer Fire

Department Capt. Chris Vaughan
said the fire didn’t appear to be suspicious.
At about 5:44 p.m., the Stanley
Valley VFD was dispatched to a fully
engulfed structure fire with possible
entrapment.
Firefighters arrived just minutes
after the initial page. Volunteers
from Striggersville and Carters
Valley responded to the scene as
well.
Vaughan established command
and observed heavy fire showing on
three of the four sides of the resi-

dence with flames coming through
the roof.
“The side of the residence without
flames visible had thick, black
smoke pouring quickly from the
windows,” Vaughan stated in his
report. “The front side of the residence, where the living room area
was, had burnt so quickly that firefighters were able to extinguish the
fire while being outside of the structure due to the siding burning
entirely through. As firefighters
were controlling the blaze, another
See FIRE, Page A2
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Firefighters arrived on the scene only a few minutes after being
dispatched to a mobile home fire on Stanley Valley Road on Thursday
evening, but the residence reportedly went up quickly and they were
not able to save a 75-year-old woman who lived there.
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WISE — LENOWISCO Health
District’s director has called for
eight Southwest Virginia school
systems to move to virtual classes
until after Christmas break,
citing rising COVID-19 infection
rates and many area residents
failing to wear masks and follow
health guidelines.
Dr. Sue Cantrell, who directs
both the LENOWISCO and neighboring Cumberland Plateau
health districts, said Friday that
she put the recommendation into
an information slide distributed
last week to school officials in
Wise, Lee, Scott, Dickenson,
Russell, Buchanan and Tazewell
counties and the city of Norton.
“I recommended schools consider changing to virtual for the
(three) scheduled weeks from the
end of Thanksgiving break to the
beginning of the regularly scheduled Christmas break,” Cantrell
said. “This recommendation is
due to the high and rising burden
of COVID disease, the increasing
percent positive test results
locally and regionally, and the
lack of significant adoption of
mitigation measures by many
people.”
Cantrell said health and safety
measures disregarded by many
area residents include: wearing
masks, physically distancing,
avoiding gatherings with people
outside their own household,
avoiding non-essential travel, and
washing hands frequently and
properly. She credited school systems with doing a good job on
cleaning and mitigation, but
noted that community spread still
exposes staff and students.
“In these (eight) localities, the
risks associated with travel and
gathering with those outside
one’s household — social,
extended family, church related,
entertainment, etc. — have shown
little indication of abatement as
case numbers rise,” Cantrell
added.

GATE CITY — Several Scott
County families were on hand to celebrate National Adoption Day in
Gate City on Friday afternoon.
Vehicles decorated with signs and
balloons participated in a parade
through downtown to celebrate the
children who have been adopted this
year in the county.
During the event, organized by the
Scott County Department of Social
Services, the community was encouraged to line the streets and cheer on
the children and families.
Eighteen children have been
adopted in 2020 through the foster
care system in Scott County, and
seven of those adoptions were finalized on Friday.
“It is so important to emphasize
that so many wonderful people work
hard to make a difference in the lives
of so many beautiful and deserving
children,” said Emily Ashley, family
services specialist.
“We would like to say a special
thank you to all the adoptive families
who have welcomed children with
open arms. If anyone would like to
consider fostering or adopting, we
would love for them to reach out to
their local Department of Social
Services for more information.”

See VIRTUAL, Page A2
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Vehicles decorated with signs and balloons participated in a parade through downtown Gate City on Friday
to mark National Adoption Day and celebrate the children who have been adopted in Scott County this year.
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Northeast Tennessee’s daily number of
COVID-19 cases remained below 300 on
Friday as the state’s total climbed above
3,000.
Six new COVID-19 deaths were reported
in the region, bringing the area’s total to
380. One death was reported in Carter
County, two in Johnson and three in
Washington.
According to the Tennessee Department
of Health, 74 additional deaths and 3,444
new cases brought the Volunteer State’s
pandemic totals to 4,202 deaths (3,872 confirmed as COVID-19 and 330 probable) and
331,532 cases (306,892 confirmed as
COVID-19 and 24,640 probable). Of the pandemic total statewide cases, 287,908 (87%)
were listed as “inactive/recovered.”
The new case numbers were based on
21,287 test results statewide, since the day
before, with a positive rate of 14.76% — a
0.45% increase from Thursday.
See NORTHEAST TENNESSEE, Page A2

Southwest Virginia
sees 27 new cases,
two more deaths
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Daily new death and new case totals
eased in far Southwest Virginia, according
to Friday’s state data report.
The Virginia Department of Health said
the LENOWISCO Health District tallied 27
cases and two deaths for totals of 2,617 and
57 deaths during the pandemic.
Scott County had 13 cases for totals of
672 and 12 deaths. Wise County saw eight
cases and one death for 1,097 and 33 deaths.
Lee County added six cases and a death
for 783 and 12 deaths.
Norton remained at 65 cases and no
deaths.
The VDH reported that the state had
2,544 new cases and 16 additional deaths in
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Protect your landscape from winter wildlife
As the seasons change, we adjust our gardening tasks and plantings
to match. Animals also make changes this time of year, often changing
their eating habits and dining locations. These adjustments can impact
your gardens. A6

See COVID-19, Page A2

