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Just winning would have been fitting enough to honor the passing of 

Kentucky coaching great Joe B. Hall. Instead, the No. 18 Wildcats took 

that objective a step further, doing it convincingly with near-perfect 

offense thanks to a defense that created plenty of easy chances. C1

High-flying Wildcats rout Vols
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By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — Tennessee and 
Virginia transportation agencies 
are gearing up for the third 
snowstorm of  2022 and fore-
casters predict anywhere from 2 
to 12 inches across Northeast 
Tennessee and far Southwest 
Virginia by Monday morning.

The National Weather Service 
office in Morristown called for a 
winter storm warning across the 
region starting at 4 a.m. Sunday, 
with projected snowfall in the 
Tri-Cities ranging from 3-4 
inches in Kingsport, Bristol and 
Johnson City.

Snowfall in most of  Scott and 

Lee counties was also forecast to 
reach 3-4 inches.

However, snow levels in far 
western Lee County, the 
northern edge of  Scott County 
and most of  Wise County and 
Norton could reach 6 inches by 
Monday morning with higher 
elevations facing as much as 12 
inches.

Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam, 
in one of  his last acts before 
leaving office Saturday, declared 
a state of  emergency due to the 
impending storm.

“We expect this storm to have a 
significant impact in many parts 
of  Virginia,” Northam said 
Friday. “Declaring a state of  
emergency now allows our emer-

gency responders to prepare and 

to move supplies and equipment 

where they expect to need them 

the most. This also gives 

Governor-elect (Glenn) Youngkin 

the ability to respond to any 

storm needs swiftly.”

The text of  the declaration was 

removed from state websites 

Saturday after Youngkin’s inau-

guration. The declaration also 

was not on Youngkin’s press 

release webpage.

Appalachian Power spokes-

person Teresa A. Hall said the 
utility is bringing in 250 workers 
from Indiana and Michigan to 
deal with potential outages. 

Power customers can find pre-
paredness and safety tips at 

Region bracing 
for winter storm
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Contractor trucks stand ready with plow blades and spreader units Saturday afternoon at the Virginia Department of 
Transportation’s Moccasin Gap Area Headquarters along U.S. Route 23 in Weber City. See related story on page A8.

Predicted snowfall amounts 
range from 2 to 12 inches

By MARINA WATERS
mwaters@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — Hal Lawton is many 
things. He’s the CEO of  Tractor Supply. 
He was named one of  the 10 youngest 
CEOs in the Fortune 500. He’s a former 
eBay, Home Depot and Macy’s executive. 
But he’s also a Kingsport native with fond 
memories of  growing up in the Model 
City.

“I got the chance to drive by the house I 
grew up in pretty much my entire child-
hood,” Lawton told the Times News, refer-
ring to his most recent trip to Kingsport. 
“I lived there for about 15 years of  my 18 
years there. It’s great to see everything 
and see how much it’s changed and grown 
but it’s still the same.”

Lawton, 47, attended Sullivan South 
High School before heading off  to North 
Carolina State to study chemical engi-
neering and later business at the 
University of  Virginia, where he earned 
his master’s degree. His father worked at 
Eastman Chemical Company in 
Kingsport. Lawton enjoyed playing bas-

ketball at the Boys and Girls Club, deliv-

ering papers for the Kingsport Times 

News and attending St. Paul’s Episcopal 

Church with his family, among other 

memories.

While Lawton’s family didn’t own or 

operate a farm while in Kingsport, he said 

he was immersed in the rural atmosphere 

of  Northeast Tennessee and what the 

Tractor Supply leader considers the “out 

CEO of Tractor Supply 
enjoyed ‘out here’ 

lifestyle while growing up

CONTRIBUTED

Kingsport native and Sullivan South graduate Hal 
Lawton became the CEO of Tractor Supply in 
January 2020. Lawton said he was immersed in 
the rural atmosphere of the region in his youth. 
Lawton is proud that his company is dedicated to 
‘serving our customers and serving rural America.’

Model City 
memories 
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Tractor Supply opened its second Kingsport location last month. The new store is at 3100 E. Stone Drive.

See WINTER, Page A2

See TRACTOR, Page A2

By JOHN THOMPSON
jthompson@johnsoncitypress.com

Could Johnson City 
become a regional center 
for bicycling, attracting 
tourists and economic 
investment in outdoor rec-
reation to the city?

The Tweetsie Trail has 
proven to be a popular 
cycling, walking and run-
ning trail linking Johnson 
City and Elizabethton. 
The trail uses the old 
right-of-way of  the East 
Tennessee and Western 
North Carolina Railroad 
to provide an attractive 
path that winds through 
the eastern edge of  
Johnson City, crosses an 
expressway on a high 
bridge, then travels 
through scenic country-
side through Milligan, 
Happy Valley and into 
Elizabethton.

But as the name of  the 
old railroad suggests, 
there was much more to 
the old railway than the 
current 9.7 miles of  the 
Tweetsie Trail, and some 
government leaders, rec-
reational promoters and 
cycling enthusiasts are 
working to extend the 
trail through some spec-
tacular scenery.

Their dream is to con-
tinue the Tweetsie Trail 
along the old ET&WNC 
right-of-way from 
Elizabethton to Hampton. 
That would enable trail 
users to traverse the area 
where the Doe River cuts 
through steep mountains, 
with an early 20th century 
highway bridge on one 
side of  the trail and the 
modern bridge providing 
the route for U.S. 
Highways 19E and 321 to 
Hampton and on to Roan 

Mountain and North 
Carolina on the other.

However, merely 
extending the Tweetsie 
Trail to Hampton is not 
the final goal. There are 
also plans to bring the 
trail to the new Hampton 
Watershed Mountain Bike 
Park. If  the plans are com-
pleted, the park would 
have 11 miles of  trails on 
Cedar Mountain and 1,200 
feet of  elevation change, 
equaling that of  the famed 
ski center of  Sugar 
Mountain. Beyond that 
would be a course estab-
lished for experienced 
road cyclists only that 
would provide a route all 
the way to Roan 
Mountain.

Physicians have praised 
the health benefits of  the 
Tweetsie Trail, but now 
government leaders, eco-
nomic development pro-
fessionals and tourism 
officials are also dis-
cussing the economic ben-

efits of  a larger trail.
One of  those promoters 

is Ken Gough, chairman 
of  the Carter County 
Parks and Recreation 
Board.

“The trail is now 9.7 
miles long, traveling from 
Johnson City to 
Elizabethton. That is long 
enough to make it of  local 
interest,” Gough said. 
“The extension to 
Hampton would make it 
14 miles, or 28 miles for a 
round trip. That would 
attract tourists from 
throughout the region.”

He said the extension 
would become even more 
attractive by tying in new 
mountain bike parks on 
each end of  the trail: the 
Tannery Knobs Mountain 
Bike Park in Johnson City 
and the Hampton 
Watershed Mountain Bike 
Park in Hampton. Gough 
said Johnson City could 
also be promoted as the 

Regional leaders tout benefits 
of Tweetsie Trail expansion
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Taking a tour of the proposed route of the Tweetsie Trail extension 
near an old railroad tunnel are, from left, Ken Gough, chairman of 
the Carter County Parks and Recreation Board; state Sen. Rusty 
Crowe, whose district encompasses the trail; Carter County Mayor 
Patty Woodby; and Carter County Commissioner Aaron Frazier.

See TWEETSIE, Page A2


