
 Order a Vacation Pack!

 Call toll-free 

 

 WHEREVER YOU GO, DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT CALLING US FIRST!
 First   of all, we’ll make sure there’s no telltale 

 newspaper piling up on your front porch or busting 

 out of your motor route tube while you’re gone.

 Then  ,   we’ll redeliver your saved papers when 

 you return, letting you quickly and easily catch up 

 with everything you missed, all your favorite News 

 columnists and features!

 Plus,   there’s no additional charge for this 

 service. Consider it our way of welcoming you 

 back home.

TBI mum as law 
enforcement searches 
Kingsport business. A6

Much of Tri-Cities area placed 
under air quality alert. A3
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ETSU announced Tuesday that fans will be back at its athletic events 
beginning this fall. The university said in a news release that all events 
will be able to have 100% attendance. Over the past year, attendance 
was either limited or not allowed because of the pandemic. B1

ETSU athletic events to allow full capacityINSIDE
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Mostly sunny today
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BASEBALL SKILLS CAMP 

Ages 6-13 
Pre-registration required 
Sponsored by Jones Sports 
Management, Wheelhouse 
Print Design, NET Elite 
Baseball 
9 a.m.-noon 
Domtar Park 
Registration: $20 on-site

BASKETBALL KNOCK-OUT 

TOURNAMENT 

Registration required
Sponsored by West Colonial 
Hills Baptist Church
2-8 p.m.
West Colonial Hills 
Baptist Church
Register at www.wchbc.org; 
kid rounds 2-4 p.m.; adult 
rounds 6-8 p.m.

SMILES & SIGHT COMMUNITY 
APPRECIATION DAY

Sponsored by Martin 
Dentistry
4-8 p.m.
Parking lot of 1599 Fort 
Henry Drive

THE TASTE

Sponsored by Bank 
of Tennessee
4-9 p.m.
Memorial Park, 
1625 Fort Henry Drive

LAZY CRAZY TRIATHLON

Pre-registration required
Sponsored by Race Day 
Events, Reedy Creek Bicycles, 
Kingsport YMCA, Cattails at 
Meadowview Golf Course
6:30-8 p.m.
Kingsport Aquatic Center
Registration at http:// 
racedayevents.net/events/ 
Day of race: $60

ADULT ONE-PITCH 
SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT

Pre-registration required
Sponsored by Kingsport 
Parks and Recreation,  
Action Athletics
6-10 p.m.
Brickyard Park, 
2017 Brickyard Park Drive
$100 per team  
(double elimination)

GIANT SCREEN 
OUTDOOR MOVIE

Movie TBD
Sponsored by Bristol  
Broadcasting Company Inc., 
WXBQ/WAEZX/WEXX/
WFHG/WWTB
7-11 p.m. (movie begins at 
dark)
Fort Henry Drive at Indian 
Court
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By MARCIA DUNN
AP Aerospace Writer

VAN HORN, Texas — Jeff  Bezos 
blasted into space Tuesday on his 
rocket company’s first flight with 
people on board, becoming the 
second billionaire in just over a 

week to ride his 
own spacecraft.

The Amazon 
founder was 
accompanied by 
a hand-picked 
group: his 
brother, an 

18-year-old from the Netherlands 
and an 82-year-old aviation pio-
neer from Texas — the youngest 
and oldest to ever fly in space.

“Best day ever!” Bezos said 
when the capsule touched down 
on the desert floor in remote West 
Texas after the 10-minute flight.

Named after America’s first 
astronaut, Blue Origin’s New 
Shepard rocket soared on the 
52nd anniversary of  the Apollo 11 
moon landing, a date chosen by 

‘Best day ever!’

TONY GUTIERREZ

After returning from their trip to space, Oliver Daemen, Jeff Bezos, Wally 
Funk and Mark Bezos, from left, pose for photos in front of the rocket that 
landed safely after their launch from the spaceport near Van Horn, Texas.

TONY GUTIERREZ

Blue Origin’s New Shepard rocket lifts off from its spaceport near Van Horn, Texas, on Tuesday, carrying passengers Jeff Bezos, 
founder of Amazon and space tourism company Blue Origin; his brother Mark Bezos; Oliver Daemen and Wally Funk.

By MATTHEW LANE
mlane@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — The Board of  Mayor 
and Aldermen plotted a new course 
Tuesday night when it came to the pro-
posal of  helping purchase a new 
skimmer boat for the Boone Lake 
Association.

During its regular meeting, the BMA 
voted 5-2 to give $31,250 to the BLA 
toward the purchase of  a skimmer boat. 
If  all of  this sounds familiar, it’s because 
the BMA voted 3-3 in May on the same 
issue, meaning the measure did not pass.

The main difference is the makeup of  
the BMA, given the city election on May 
18. Alderwoman Jennifer Adler, who 

voted against the 
skimmer boat contri-
bution, chose not to 
run for re-election.

Alderman Paul 
Montgomery, who 
won his seat on the 
board in that election, 
voted for the measure 
Tuesday night.

Mayor Pat Shull, 
who has supported the 

proposal since the beginning, brought 
the matter back for another vote.

“Now I feel like a majority will vote for 
it and I think considering the amount of  

Kingsport to help purchase 
Boone Lake skimmer boat 

CONTRIBUTED

This file photo shows a pontoon boat that is currently used by the 
Boone Lake Association to remove trash and debris from the lake.

Reversing course

Shull

Amazon’s Jeff Bezos 
blasts into space 
on his own rocket

From staff reports

We asked our Facebook 
friends for a word or phrase 
to describe the space trips by 
billionaires Richard Branson 
and Jeff Bezos. Below are some 
of  their responses.

Joshua Dylan Wilcox
“Ive literally ran out of  

ideas to spend my billions on”

Karen J Hutson
Waste

Liesa Jo Jenkins
Ego trip

Dan Gramer
This type of  spacecraft has 

been in the works since at 

least 1995, and took WAY 

longer than expected.

Readers chime in on billionaires in space

Inside
Sixty years ago 
today, Virgil “Gus” 
Grissom became 
the second U.S. 
astronaut to fly 
into space. A6

See BMA, Page A3

Sullivan 
school board 

approves 

COVID-19 
protocols

By RICK WAGNER
rwagner@timesnews.net

BLOUNTVILLE — Sullivan 
County’s Board of  Education has 
approved a revised 2021-22 gen-
eral purpose school budget, 
reflecting revenue changes made 
by the county commission.

It also has adopted COVID-19 
protocols of  sorts for opening the 
new school year.

The year is to start with no 
mask mandate, although masks 
will be allowed 
in schools, no 
restrictions on 
athletic event 
attendance, and 
no require-
ments to have a 
COVID vaccina-
tion for stu-
dents, staff, fac-
ulty or others 
on campuses.

However, board members at the 
Tuesday meeting said COVID pro-
tocols are not what the approved 
opening plan would be called, and 
interim Director Evelyn 
Rafalowski said she will come up 
with a better name for the 12-part 
document the board approved 5-0 
with two absent.

WHAT WAS BUDGET CHANGE?
The budget change reflects that 

the $89,691,002 budget will have 
$1,025,574 in property tax revenue 
supplanted by a like amount of  
sales tax revenue. The plan desig-
nates nearly $9 million in fund 
balance to be used to balance the 
budget, and it funds a salary 
equalization plan for teachers 
plus 4% raises for teachers and 
other school system employees.

At the end of  the meeting, BOE 
member Michael Hughes spoke at 
length about attempted actions by 
Commissioner Herschel Glover 
over the years to cut education 
funds, although Commissioner 
Mark Vance spoke at the end of  
the meeting during public 

Rafalowski 

See BOARD, Page A2
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See BLUE ORIGIN, Page A2


