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Kingsport police 
to host drug takeback 
event on Saturday. A5

Walter Mondale, Jimmy Carter’s 
vice president, dies at 93. A3

KINGSPORT, TENNESSEE   |   timesnews.net    TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 2021   |   $1.00

TimesNews
YOUR LOCAL NEWS FOR MORE THAN 100 YEARS

Marie Muir has outlasted four U.S. presidents and six Virginia governors in 

office, not to mention several Norton city council and school board members.

Muir’s three decades of public service has not come in elected office, however, 

but in helping voters decide who gets elected as Norton’s general registrar. A8
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Partly cloudy today

Cat found 
tortured 
to death

Early warning
Tennessee system notifies victims 
of crime when a prisoner has been 

released, transfers or escapes
By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net

BLOUNTVILLE — Want a heads-up 
if  a particular inmate is about to be 
released from a county jail in 
Tennessee? Registering for notifications 
on an inmate’s changes in status is as 
easy as dialing a toll-free telephone 
number or downloading a free app.

You’ll be notified if  the inmate is 
released, escapes or gets transferred. 
It’s your choice whether you’re notified 
by telephone, email or text — or all 
three. It’s automated. And the inmate 
will never know you’re tracking their 
whereabouts.

That’s possible through the 

Tennessee Statewide Automated Victim 

Information and Notification (SAVIN) 

program.

“If  you’re a victim of  crime, you can 

register by dialing a 1-800 number or by 

going to a link on the internet,” Gary 

Cordell, program coordinator, said 

Monday after leading a SAVIN training 

program for law enforcement personnel 

and others in Northeast Tennessee. 

“You can register to track the status of  

any inmate in any county jail in 

Tennessee. All 95 counties in the state 

are a part of  this program.”

Cordell said notifications give victims 

an opportunity to make arrangements 
or take actions to protect themselves.

“I’ve heard stories that ‘It saved my 
life,’ ” Cordell said. “It gives crime vic-
tims not only peace of  mind, but also a 
sense of  empowerment.”

The program started in Tennessee 10 
years ago and is funded by a state 
grant.

The app is called Mobile Patrol.
SAVIN is open to the public, Cordell 

said. Anyone can register.
“The purpose of  the program is to 

increase the safety of  victims of  crime, 
law enforcement, criminal justice 
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Gary Cordell, program coordinator for Tennessee SAVIN 
(Statewide Automated Victim Information Notification), 
speaks with area law enforcement personnel on Monday.

By JONATHAN ROBERTS
Johnson City Press

Northeast Tennessee’s seven-day 
new case rate fell to its lowest point in 
weeks on Monday, with 26 new cases 
the fewest reported in the region since 
March 8.

As of  Monday, the region’s seven-day 
new case rate was 118.2, its lowest rate 
since April 6. The region’s rate hit a 
monthly high of  139 on April 14.

The drop in 
new cases also 
led to a decline 
in active cases, 
which fell to 
1,597 — down 
from Friday’s 
high of  1,662.

Earlier on Monday, the state said the 
day’s report would include a rush of  
data from a statewide provider clearing 
a backlog of  information, but 
Northeast Tennessee did not seem to 
show much impact as a result. The 
Tennessee Department of  Health said 
in a release that the backlog totaled 
about 3,200 positive test results and 
dated back to January. Only about 
1,020 of  those tests were conducted in 
the past seven days, the department 
said.

According to data from the TDH, 
most of  the backlog cases were added 
in Blount, Davidson, Knox, 
Montgomery, Rutherford, Sumner, 
Williamson and Wilson counties. 
Tennessee added 4,181 new cases on 
Saturday as a result of  the backlog, 
though the real number is likely 
between 1,000-2,000.

BALLAD HOSPITALIZATIONS
Ballad Health on Monday reported 

129 patients hospitalized with COVID-
19, its highest inpatient census since 
Jan. 29 — an 80-day span. The number 
of  patients on ventilators rose to 19, the 
most reported since Jan. 27. The 
number of  patients in intensive care 

NET’s 
COVID-19 
case rate 
takes dip

Ballad: Hospitalizations at 
highest point since Jan. 29

SW Va. cases near zero
The LENOWISCO Health 
District saw two COVID-19 
infections, according to 
Monday’s state report, while 
more than 100 residents  
got vaccinations. A8
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The flight conditions over Norton were better than on Mars Monday, as a Hughes 369D helicopter 
operated by Aerial Solutions did some spring cleaning with an air saw along an Old Dominion Power 
right-of-way. As for the flying conditions on Mars, NASA’s experimental helicopter Ingenuity rose into 
the thin air above the dusty red surface of Earth’s neighbor on Monday, achieving the first powered 
flight by an aircraft on another planet. Story and photo on Page A3.
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Bound, beaten, stabbed, 
animal was left in JC 

funeral home parking lot

See PANDEMIC, Page A2

See VICTIMS, Page A2

By BECKY CAMPBELL
Johnson City Press

Johnson City police and 
Washington County/Johnson City 
animal control officers are looking 
for who bound, beat and stabbed a 
cat to death and left it in a funeral 
home parking lot.

The cat, orange with long hair 
and white on its feet, underbelly 
and face, was found Sunday by an 
employee at Appalachian Funeral 
Home on East Watauga Avenue.

“He called JCPD and the police 
called us,” Shelter Director Tammy 
Davis said.

The employee left the parking lot 
at about 10:30 a.m. on Sunday and 
the cat was not there, Davis said. 
He returned around 1 p.m. and 
found the animal.

“We have the screwdriver ... the 
police took the tape off  the cat’s 
leg, and the funeral home is going 
through surveillance video,” Davis 
said. She also said there will be a 
necropsy on the cat to determine 
exactly what injuries were 
inflicted.

“We’re working very closely with 
JCPD and the funeral home. It’s a 
very active investigation,” she said.

Photos on the shelter’s Facebook 
page were graphic, Davis said, but 
were the least offensive of  all the 
photographs taken.

Animal control and police plan to 
canvass the area to see if  anyone 
else may have surveillance video 
that recorded anything that could 
lead to the arrest of  the responsible 
person.

“Unfortunately, we see animal 
cruelty cases every week at the 
shelter,” Davis said. “This was 
more disturbing because it was 
deliberate. It was intentional. It’s 
someone who bound this cat, 
abused it and killed it and then 
they left it where it would be 
found.”

Davis said it was also upsetting 
because the shelter had a great 

See TORTURED, Page A3


