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Dobyns-Bennett 
set to host Bearden 
in playoff opener. B1

Hawkins IDB gets update on 
open lot at Phipps Bend. A6
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A Thursday morning crash into the Roadrunner Market at the intersection of 

North Roan Street and Bristol Highway left two people dead. According to a 

press release from the Johnson City Police Department, an SUV was traveling 

at a high rate of speed on North Roan Street before it crashed into the store. A6

SUV crashes into convenience store, two killedINSIDE
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GATE CITY — Career and 
job options are out there for 
Southwest Virginia high 
school students making 
post-graduation plans, and 
employers and colleges were 
out in force at the Scott 
County Career and 
Technical Center to prove it.

Approximately 600 stu-
dents from Rye Cove, Twin 
Springs and Gate City high 
schools came to the center’s 
annual Career/College Fair 
on Thursday to meet with 
representatives from seven 
Virginia and Tennessee col-
leges and 30 area public and 
private employers.

SCCTC Counselor and 
Fair coordinator Susan 

Wolfe said this year’s event 

marked a shift from mainly 

colleges.

“This has been our first 

fair since COVID,” said 

Wolfe, “and we deliberately 

named it Career/College 
Fair to show that we want 
our kids to go to college if  
they want or find a job if  
they want.”

The students came 
through the center in three 
waves to meet with people 
from companies involved in 
fields including computer 
technology, electric work, 
health care, food service, 
law enforcement, jour-
nalism, manufacturing, 
heavy machinery and con-
struction trades.

Lee Davis, director of  
Mountain Empire 
Community College’s 
Center for Workforce 
Innovation of  Appalachia, 

Scott high school students tour options at Career/College Fair
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Students from Rye Cove High School learn some of the finer 
points about journalism and design during Thursday’s Career/
College Fair at the Scott County Career and Technical Center.
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Nova Health and Rehab Administrator JoAnna Edds talks with students 
about health care field opportunities during Thursday’s Scott County 
Career and Technical Center Career/College Fair.

Sullivan BOE 

selects three 

semi-finalists 

for director

By CARMEN MUSICK
cmusick@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — The Salvation Army Angel 
Tree program changed Aaron Abram’s life.

“I would probably still be in western 
Maryland, not doing a whole lot,” he said. “but 
because someone pulled my angel off  the tree 

and got me a basketball, 
I’m where I am today.”

Today, Capt. Aaron 
Abram and his wife, 
Rebekah, kick off  the 
2022 Angel Tree pro-
gram as the corps offi-
cers for the Salvation 
Army of  Greater 
Kingsport.

AARON’S STORY
The theme of  this 

year’s Salvation Army holiday campaign is 
“Love Beyond Christmas.” For Aaron Abram, 
that’s exactly what the Salvation Army did.

“I grew up in western Maryland in a home 
where my mother was on welfare and food 

Impact of Angel Tree outlasts the gifts

CONTRIBUTED

Captains Aaron and Rebekah Abram expect close to 700 children to benefit from the Salvation Army of Greater Kingsport’s 
Angel Tree program this year. Aaron Abram says he wouldn’t be where he is today if not for the Angel Tree — and the basketball 
he received from a generous donor.

By CARMEN MUSICK
cmusick@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — The 

Salvation Army of  

Greater Kingsport needs 

volunteers to help fill the 

air with the sounds of  

the season.

The Red Kettle 

Campaign begins on 

Friday, Nov. 18, with 

three locations (Belk, 

Ben Franklin and Hobby 

Lobby) and revs up to 

full speed on Saturday, 

Salvation Army needs bell ringers

FILE PHOTO

Salvation Army advisory board member Sam Jones, right, and 
other members of Vietnam Veterans of America’s Chapter 979 
volunteer as bell ringers at Walmart on Fort Henry Drive.
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By RICK WAGNER
rwagner@timesnews.net

BLOUNTVILLE — Sullivan 
County has three director of  
schools semi-finalists, who are 
to be interviewed by month’s 
end and narrowed to two.

The semi-finalists are county 
high school principal Josh 
Davis; an assistant principal in 
the adjoining Bristol, 
Tennessee Schools named 
Deidre Pendley; and Charles 
Carter, an employee of  the 
Tennessee Department of  
Education from Morristown.

In addition, county Board of  
Education Chairman Randall 
Jones said Thursday a contract 
bus driver had cleared a back-
ground check and drug 
screening two weeks before her 
Oct. 26 arrest on drug charges, 
including allegedly driving a 
bus while high on meth.

As previously reported, 
Contessia Dawn Cravens, 45, 
Fall Branch, was arrested on a 
probation violation for shop-
lifting and then charged with 
operating a commercial vehicle 
under the influence of  meth.

“What’s going to stop this 
from happening again?” asked 
Jenn Little, who has a child at 
Sullivan Heights Middle School 
who rides Bus 415 and a child 
who rides another bus to and 
from Miller Perry Elementary.

SEMI-FINALISTS CHOSEN
The three director semi-final-

ists are to be interviewed in a 
yet-to-be-chosen random order 

by the seven- 
member 
school board 
starting at 
2 p.m. on 
Monday, Nov. 
28. One will 
replace 
Director of  
Schools 
Evelyn 
Rafalowski, 
who is 
retiring after 
six years as 
director and 
more than 40 
years with 
the school 
system.

The three 
semi-final-
ists, two of  
whom are 
involved in 
career tech-
nical educa-
tion, as 
announced 
by board 
attorney Pat 
Hull are:

• Charles 
Carter, director of  career tech-
nical education programs, 
Tennessee Department of  
Education, Nashville;

• Joshua Davis, principal of  
West Ridge High School, 
Sullivan County Schools, in 
Blountville;

• Deidre Pendley, director of  

See ANGEL TREE, Page A2

‘Love Beyond Christmas’

Chairman says bus driver had clean 
drug screen two weeks before arrest
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