YOUR LOCAL NEWS FOR MORE THAN 100 YEARS

TimesNews

Led by Kilgore, Tribe
slays Dragons for
bounce-back win. C1
Track event pits NET’s best
against Knoxville’s elite. C1

KINGSPORT, TENNESSEE | timesnews.net

SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 2021 | $2.00

‘We’ve
still got
work
to do’
Kingsport clinic adapts
on the fly after use
of J&J vaccine ‘paused’
By JONATHAN ROBERTS
Johnson City Press

HANK HAYES — HHAYES@TIMESNEWS.NET

Lt. Scott Harrell of Tri-Cities Airport’s Public Safety Department is always on the watch for birds on the airfield. He noted the number of birdstrikes goes up
in the summer due to airfield mowing and birds nesting.

Times News examines wildlife
strike data for Tri-Cities Airport
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BLOUNTVILLE — Over the course of
eight days in the summer of 2018,
Allegiant Flight No. 841 twice struck birds
during takeoff from Tri-Cities Airport.
“On departure climb off Runway 23 at
TRI, AAY841 reported to local controller
they had hit multiple small birds,” states
a report submitted to the Federal Aviation
Administration about the incident on
July 2.
The same flight struck several birds the
morning of July 9 during takeoff.
Moments before departure, an airport
employee had
tried to
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strikes, with
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36 reported
Public Safety Department over the past
five years,
according to a
Times News analysis of the FAA’s Wildlife
Strike Database.
In all, the Times News examined 74
strikes between April 5, 2016, and April 5,
2021, at Tri-Cities Airport and discovered
the following:
• Sixty-five of the strikes involved commercial passenger aircraft.
• Roughly 77% of strikes happened
between July and October, when nesting
and migration occur.
• None of the strikes resulted in injury,
death or significant damage to aircraft,
thanks in part to wildlife mitigation protocols.
In contrast to Tri-Cities Airport, 1,269
strikes occurred at Memphis, 518 at
Nashville and 111 at Knoxville during the
same five-year period.
About 227,005 strikes with civil aircraft
occurred in the U.S. between 1990 and
2019, according to the FAA. An additional
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On Monday, Providence Medical
Clinic of Kingsport, in partnership with
East Tennessee State University’s Bill
Gatton College of Pharmacy, was finalizing plans for a COVID-19 vaccination
clinic with 200 doses of the Johnson &
Johnson vaccine on hand. Its one-shot
design made it ideal for distribution to
at-risk community members who might
have trouble
returning for a
second dose.
“When we found
out from the state
that we were able
to get COVID vaccines, we knew
that we were a
really perfect
place to do a mass
vaccination clinic
like this,” said
CONTRIBUTED
Leigh Anne
A volunteer draws a
Hogue, clinic
syringe during
Providence Medical
director.
Clinic’s vaccine event.
Then, on
Tuesday morning,
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration issued a joint statement
calling on states to suspend use of the
Johnson & Johnson product after a
small number of people developed a rare
but severe form of blood clots after
receiving the vaccine. Shortly thereafter,
the Tennessee Department of Health
advised health care providers across the
state not to use the vaccine, throwing a
wrench into Providence’s plans just one
day before the event was scheduled to
take place.
BALLAD TO THE RESCUE
Dr. Emily Flores, a clinic volunteer
and associate professor of pharmacy
practice at ETSU, said at first they didn’t
know what to do. Fortunately for
Providence and its at-risk patients, they
found a partner willing to transfer some
of its vaccine supply: Ballad Health,
which gave the clinic 115 doses of the
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine.
“We had to think what our options
were — what the network was in this
area — and to me it’s another story of
people coming together and taking an
extra few minutes out of their day to say,
‘How can we make this work?’ and
showing that we do care about this population and want to provide vaccine,”
said Flores. Hogue said they were really
shocked Tuesday morning when the
news broke, and that, while they were
stressed, they had faith it would work
out in the end.
“Even when we knew in that moment
that we had vaccine in the building we
couldn’t use, I think everybody stayed
really positive and kept the faith that we
would figure out some sort of alternative for our patients,” she said.
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Dollywood preparing for Flower & Food Festival
As spring continues to blossom throughout the Smoky Mountains, guests to
Dollywood’s Flower & Food Festival can enjoy more than half a million blooming
flowers, a new dining pass that provides an unforgettable culinary journey, and
a warm spring atmosphere filled with the sounds of inspirational music. E1
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