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Happy New Year! Thank you for your business and support in 2020!
It has been our pleasure serving our 
friends and neighbors since 1969 
and We Thank You!

Our SERVICE, SELECTION, and REPUTATION can’t be beat...GUARANTEED

Original home of fine wines and spirits

Over 210 Barrels Bought!

Strong fourth quarter 
leads Lady Blue Devils 
past Virginia High. B1

Defense propels Tennessee 
High past Eastside. B1
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The Virginia Tech football team already has a win for next season: 

Playmaker James Mitchell announced Monday that he’ll be returning 

for his senior season. The tight end from Big Stone Gap revealed his 

decision with a video that closed with two words: “I’m Back.” B1

Mitchell returning for senior seasonINSIDE
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WEATHER

Partly cloudy with 
light winds

By JEFF BOBO
jbobo@timesnews.net

ROGERSVILLE — The 
only thing typical about 
the Of  One Accord minis-
try’s 2020 Christmas for 
the Children program was 
that every child whose 
application was submitted 
received gifts.

Other than that, the 
pandemic pretty much 
threw a monkey wrench 
into all 34 Christmas par-
ties that were scheduled 
throughout Hawkins 
County in December.

This year the program 
served 1,300 children, 
which equals its previous 
record.

Christmas for the 
Children provides each 
child wrapped gifts to be 
opened Christmas 
morning, as well as par-
ties with a meal and a 
backpack filled with gifts 
to be enjoyed the day of  
the party.

Program director 
Jennifer Kinsler said it 
was harder to meet the 

demand this year because 
several churches had to 
“adopt” fewer children 
due to budget constraints.

She had nearly 500 “left-
over” children who were 
served thanks to last- 
minute contributions. 
Kinsler personally 
shopped for more than 200 
of  those children.

“With a global pandemic 
this year we wanted to 
continue serving families 
by providing Christmas 
gifts to needy children in 
Hawkins and Hancock 
counties while also prac-
ticing safety measures,” 
Kinsler said. “We had to 
change the way we ensure 
children get their gifts. We 
did this by inviting them 
to a drive-thru instead of  
one of  our normal 
Christmas parties. They 
simply stayed inside their 
cars while we had mission 
teams and/or volunteers 
loading gifts. We held 
approximately 34 drive-
thrus at various locations 

Of One Accord ministry’s Christmas 
program serves 1,300 Hawkins kids
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Christmas For the Children program director Jennifer Kinsler, shown above dressed as an elf, said it was harder to meet the demand this 
year because several churches had to ‘adopt’ fewer children due to budget constraints.

From staff reports

The latest COVID-19 
numbers from the 
Tennessee Department of  
Health’s daily report for 
Monday:

STATEWIDE
• 76 new deaths reported 

Monday; 3,712 new cases 
reported Monday.

• Pandemic totals are 
6,588 deaths and 567,792 
cases.

• 85% of  case totals were 
listed as “inactive/recov-
ered.”

• New deaths by age 
Monday: 30 in the 81-plus 
group; 23 in the 71-80 
group; 13 in the 61-70 
group; five in the 51-60 
group; and five in the 41-50 
group.

NORTHEAST TENNESSEE
• Nine new deaths and 

215 new cases Monday for 
the eight-county region.

New deaths by county: 
One in Hawkins County 

(54); two in Sullivan 
County (172); two in 
Washington County (157); 
one in Carter County (82); 
two in Greene County (90); 
one in Unicoi County (39).

No new deaths were 
reported in Johnson 
County (total 28) or 
Hancock County (four).

New cases by county: 59 
in Washington; 76 in 
Greene; 30 in Carter; 19 in 
Sullivan; 10 in Hawkins; 14 
in Unicoi; five in Johnson; 
and two in Hancock.

Active cases by county: 
1,331 in Washington; 1,312 
in Sullivan; 928 in Greene; 
592 in Hawkins; 575 in 
Carter; 202 in Unicoi; 116 in 
Johnson; and 51 in 
Hancock.

POSITIVE RATES
Statewide: 22.96% of  the 

11.517 new test results 
reported Monday.

Ballad Health: 26% over 
the past seven days, for the 
health system’s 21-county 
service area.

Nine COVID-19 
deaths reported 
in NE Tennessee

By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

Far Southwest Virginia’s 
daily COVID-19 death toll 
made up 42% of  the state-
wide number, according to 
Monday’s state data report.

The Virginia Department 
of  Health (www.vdh.vir-
ginia.gov/coronavirus) 

said the LENOWISCO 

Health District reported 27 

cases and three deaths for 

totals of  4,681 and 117 

deaths during the pan-

demic.

Wise County saw 14 

cases and two deaths for 

totals of  1,922 and 57 

SW Virginia sees 3 
deaths, 27 new cases
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NASHVILLE — It seemed like a 
friendly chat between neighbors. 
Only after a bomb exploded in 
downtown Nashville on Christmas 
morning could Rick Laude grasp 
the sinister meaning behind his 
neighbor’s smiling remark that the 
city and the rest of  the world would 
never forget him.

Laude told The Associated Press 
on Monday that he was speechless 
when he learned that authorities 
identified his 63-year-old neighbor, 
Anthony Quinn Warner, as the man 
suspected of  detonating a bomb 
that killed himself, injured three 
other people and damaged dozens 
of  buildings.

Laude said he saw Warner 
standing at his mailbox less than a 
week before Christmas and pulled 
over in his car to talk. After asking 

how Warner’s elderly 
mother was doing, 
Laude said he casu-
ally asked, “Is Santa 
going to bring you 
anything good for 
Christmas?”

Warner smiled and 
said, “Oh, yeah, 

Nashville and the world is never 
going to forget me,” Laude recalled.

Laude said he didn’t think much 
of  the remark and thought Warner 
only meant that “something good” 
was going to happen for him finan-
cially.

“Nothing about this guy raised 
any red flags,” Laude said. “He was 
just quiet.”

Laude said Warner sometimes 
did not respond when he and other 
neighbors waved to him, but said he 

Motive still unknown in explosion

Warner
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Firefighters inspect buildings damaged in a Christmas Day explosion in Nashville. Officials have named Anthony Quinn 
Warner as the man behind the mysterious explosion in which he was killed, but the motive has remained elusive.

Neighbor says suspect told him ‘Nashville 
and the world is never going to forget me’
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