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/_office MemuiztiE iy « UNITED SHELSTOVEN. e
4 : ' = ‘ ar =
Y -~ - : i "f‘f"" . ' fbf/
Io *  Director, FBI§~; } 7 DATE?™ 10/15/53
j ROM i SAC, New Yorkﬁ’(‘loo%nlo%SO) ‘

‘ UBJECT: WALTER BROWNIﬁ”?}l";IC GHEE, was ' / »7/" |
! gg: #NSM - C ’&;m '{ ».{i ‘
. S - K o - ) p F

R < Rérep of SA PEJER C-CLEMENTE, WY, 10/15/53- g

; . b | '

N i, .| )
'\\\\ 1. Subject 're id%s at 198l Madison Avenue, NYC, and 1is
employed &s a musician 2t the Village Tavern, Elizabeth, New.

Jersey. Tﬁa\subjéqt\is Q%mémber of the Negro Race.
: U T

SR J A
2. \Spbjec%{g spouse 1s RUTﬁXﬁE’GHEE end is employed as

a housewife at 1984 Ma&isénlAvenue, NYC, caring for the subject's
three minor children. . o

™,

'3, The subject has been reported es & member of the Harlem
Music Section of the CP (no, specific date known) and has been
affiliated with the People's Songs Incorperated during 16L7 and 1949.
N The 'sub ject has alsc participated in entertainment held by the
~~~CP and various CP front/gFoups.
. : N AN

N v Ve ph
S ;'.}r’ /‘f’ A P faierhd A0 La fe L
SR e PN R O AL L e YA

h.' No information:\\.
Gt - IR Ntk Sy .
< ("J

N s
) 'q.\\” X

5., No informeticn.
6o No information.

7. The interview 1s'reques€éq 1ﬁ order to ascertein the
subject's present sympathles and to determine his membership and or

[

activities in the CP and CP front organiz&tionsﬂfn,order that this

office may progérly determine whether the sib ject: 3hould be-

1nc1ude§%?§§$he Security Index of this’DivisioQ:@fy‘

pos L - oy
%yﬁhgeaugguthority is requested to interview the sub ject in

accordance, wlth .existing instructions relating to the interview

: - of security sub ject's. If this subject is cooperative no

L affirmative stepd-will be taken at the initial interview to.

' direct his activities but a separate communication will be directed -

to the Bureau setting forth the rq%ults of the interview and

requesting Bureau authopity] to rgcontact the sub ject as a Potential

- Security Informant. i

28"
Y

S B |
_REGISTERED il HDle. =A05703 / o ;
iFCORDED @Q“Wtﬁ 1898 5 )
CCs | -RECORDED-S% = oCT20 557
PCC:MKC : ENDEXEBE@Q oo S /
SECURITY INFORMMAN I 0N Crom )
~~ APPROVED e n \

g2 . nomo Submit results ip reporl, s A
) ,%%“:3@?# AR v ’1‘ -
. Uad uvﬂ\

2ot . enerlnsferic
ON v .
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Form No. 1

. S
- /

P
e
2t

2ol o

0l - «;aw‘u Ay f l . .i .‘ .| = & v, - PETER Go QLY
Eﬁ——-—§%~ FORL . 3 ,,gw fa:”-j‘ﬁ i3y

z@fﬁ Sub Joot dosThug
PR & musicidn at

=], | 1949 ana 1950,

 BY RETTER .v/%_ - F =
' | pEraTLs: . Por purpeses of brevity the Communist Party
DB | will hereinafter be reforred to as the (P, 4{/
Ry

THIS CASE CRIGINATED AT

REPORT MADE AT

EMENTRE

N sz/qg FOR WHICH MADE | REPORT MADEBY )

HARACTER OF CASE

BECURITY WATTIR - ©-

1?&&.%&@13 P
**il@g@ ?ava«.¢ Tiiza&&ﬁn, %aw ﬁﬁrsey.
Toformant in 1052 reported ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ&ﬁ‘ HE CHEE wes @ memb@v“vf th@
ummmaai&sa?arty‘ﬁnaic S@a%i@n, Harlem, BY, snd membor of Pecple's
_ Bongs, Interporated,. 'ualggbla informants vreported subject haso

‘entertaindd at various CP and CP fvanb functions during 19&?:

LAB coy aaffzarfj

A11 cenfidential infﬁvmaata utilized in this
rsycrt are of known rellebility unless dvsignated otharwise.
@vy y yNRERIARILTY

‘rem T-2, to the effect thet BROWHING MC GHEE wes a memberssf
%§q”§§ fopmanist Favty ﬁusﬁc Beotlon in Herlem, Hew York.

b
fz BACKGROUND _ -~

lag -

Pel on & &w f\§5, l*;?, ar‘unkgawn ﬁaﬁismiiity,

but whe 1a in a position to know the aub jeet, pgdvised the
gub jeet stated his true name 1s |WALPEN BROWNEZ(MC GHEE, Te-1
Q%at@ﬁ the sub ject advised he 48 known pPOTOBSICARLLY 85 &

i e e

A v/
¢ A ORWARDED: ,;ZU S P e v oL DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES “.{%{_ j
COPY_IN FILE 1100 ﬁwr‘4@5'?03 -9
{‘GP‘{,}.S. DE&; CQPIES/OF Ti1s REPORT ‘ ; Ceens o

5;351615}@*%%@? (Ru)

;é?ﬁ or KHOW This investipgation is prodicated upon informsticn

e

' A%
3 - ﬁw(fyk (1@(}-1@%5@)\. P
Bnunve’ foes '

1
3

!

PROPERTY 0F FBI—THlS CONFIDENTML  REPORT AND {TS CONTENTS ARE-LOANED TO YOU-BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF
GENCY TO WHICH LOANED,

"~ . S. GOVERNWENT PRINTING OFFICE  16-—050265-2

SECUYRIT Y IZPCRMATION
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NY 100-109650 |
musiclan by the name of BROWNIE MC GHEE but that individuals
ceceaionally negleet to include the "EY in his last name
gpolling it MO GEE. o
B, Bivth o

s Lo , . e,
~ T=1, previocusly mentionesd, on August 25, 1953
reported MC GHEE advised he was born FHovember 23, 1914 at
Knoxville, Tennessee,
{ 0. Residente
} : o, L ‘ ' -/
: On &ugust 25, 1953, ¥-1 reported the sub ject

L '.raa;é&s at lgﬁhvﬁaéiaﬂnkﬁvemu@, Rew York, NHow York.
| D, Employment

. T-1, on August 25, 1953, reported on that date
the subjeet advised he 28 a guiterist end folk asinger, presontly
smployed with a five plece band, known 88 the "Blus Polks" at
the Village Tevern in Hlizabeth, Hew Jersmey. Tel furbther
reported the subjeet advised he has been in show business fop
twenty years and has had the follewing previous employmentsg

l. B. H. B8tudios, "Home ¢f the Blues"
{self-employed). »

2,4 Member of the "Folk Masters” a group of
' fglk singers.

3. Bamployments by vericus radio systems, among

; cthers the Ceolumbia Brosdeasting System in
v the felleowing positions: :

{ "Men Gone to war®

{ YRoosevelt Story®

. {playsd background music).

lo Recerding srtist with Encore Records and
ether recording companies, - '

5. Hember of “"Pecple’'s Sengs Incorporated”,

' » The "Guide to Subversive Grgenisstions and
Publications®, dated Mey 1h, 1951, prepsred and releagsd by
the Committee on Un~American Aetivities, United States Houge
of Rspresentatives, Vashingion, P.{., contains the following
© . concérning Feople's Songsa: o /§< '
.

\
LS
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“ls Cited ss & Communist front which was
incorporated Jenusry 31, 19Lé in Mew York
o Citye A1)l of the productlors of People's.
~8Bengs Incorporated, follew the Communist
Perty line as asgiducusly aa do the '
pacple bohind the ergenization.? '
{Celifernia Committes on Un-American Activities,
Report, 1948, Pe 39E.)"

B, Meritel Stetus

HY 1006100650

RO ‘ ’ S
© %el, on August 25, 1953 reportsd the subject advised /

‘he 13 merried to HUTH HC ¢BEE snd hes thres children, who

are named &s followss

- VEDIAZELIA (girl).
WILEELMINA (girl) A
GECRGH (boy = six menths old).

P, ¥ititaky Service

: - T-1 on August 25, 1953 rapovted the sub ject advised
be had no militery service. o o

8. _Status of Health

T, rﬁ?ﬁg%@é the subjJect advised he is'in gocd (.

IX_APPILIATION WITH CCMMUNISE MOVESEND

Membership in the OP

, -2 aﬁ.?ab?uﬂég”ég end 7, 1952 reporbed ‘
BROWNING MC GHES was a member of the CP in their Musie Section
in Havrlem, WNew Yerk. ‘ . _ -

B. _Attendence at (P Pinctions

; T=3 on Hovambor 19, 1649 repcrted on thet dste
BROWHING MO CGHEE attended e fund raising psrty of the Rego

Park Seation of the CF helé at the Assosisted Poods Storss

Cocporeative Incorporated, 87-11 Lefferts Boulaverd, Quesns, New
York. T-3 further advised the subjeet participstsd in th@\
entortainment which was held tec rajse funds for the Uefonse

of Convicted CP Leaders, : SO '

t
(‘\r\nm -q- .- ey -
IRV b, ot D 3 -

[
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?»b on Dscember 21, 16L¢ r@pmptaé the aubgaeﬁ
entertained by singing and playing the guiter at & meebing
of the Lowsr WestSide Section of the CP held at L0S %aaﬁ hl@@

2 4 l&&wlﬁﬁéﬁﬁ

'&ﬁ“@aﬁ, ﬂaw York Sity,. on ﬁabru&rg 2&, l@;@a

S& AUGEST J, MICEK; on Auguat 25, 1Q53, ?&persaﬁ

the filas'df the Wow York Gty Police Bopartment, Bureau of
Special Services and Investigetion, reflent that BROWNIE

MC GHEE entertained at & moeting of the lower WestiSide Section

of the Communist F&rty at the Eﬁg@glav~ﬁm3wiaan Homes; LOS
w@mﬁ glmﬁ &tpae%a

: &eaﬁpéing tc Confidential Infornant, ?u§, the
Yugosglay &m@riaan Home Incorporatad lecated at LOS West Lilst

 Street, New York 04ty im one of the iergest contors of Xugealavian
Lﬁammuniat P&rﬁy acﬁa?ﬁty in the New iarﬁ BTOR _

&; Affiliﬂtéaﬁ with SR Fronts

’ ?mlg h@vsin before ﬂﬁ%urib@d, ?@p&?%@ﬁ that ﬁhe
sub Ject advised he had bhen a membor of the "People's Sor

Incorporated® (pes augn&ﬂ. T-2 on Hovember 27, and 24, l%S&

and Pobruary &, &aﬁ Ts 1952 rovorted BROUKING BC GHEE was @
member @f‘?@@gl@ Songs Incorporated®,

. T=6 on ﬁav&mbar 28, 1952 advised the subgﬁat was
& member of Poople's *an&a and uaﬁﬂiz@ record with ZRNIE
BT ERMAN-and PETEXSHEGAR," Fﬁgpl&*a Artists Incorporated)
L. :

“?e@@&@fs'f tiﬁﬁ’f’nﬁﬁrauratad’haa baen eited

as & Cemmunist front by the Californis Gonmitbos on Qm«évariaan
“hAeobivities, ?@y@wtg 1948, page 392,

L Lyfﬁﬁ Mﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ ﬁgaamﬁing to T=2 w@m a ﬁ? mambey.,.

Rﬁzﬁ amzﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ &3ﬂ¥?ﬁfﬂ8 Lo Tn? waa known §o nim

‘aa & m@mber af the G

¢n Uetohey a7, 1947 4t wss ascertained from Twﬁ
that ﬁﬁﬁwﬁzﬂ MC GHEE was smong the entertainers lestursd in
“Pun With Music® hold Cetober 11, 1947 &t Town Hell, New York
GityQ* T-8 further advissd thet tickets for the &ffair

were belng 2eld ab-the Box Uffise and by People's Songs

xneargarﬁtaﬁg WE&’Jaﬁh 2lat Strast, Wew York City.

« zg. < K
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KY 100-109650 - o X
;  On December 12, 1847 it was éaaérﬁain@a,fram
‘T=8 thet BROWHIE NG -GHEE was cne of the festursd performers
et a hootenanny to be held hy the People's Songs Incorporated
un December 13, 1947 at Cornsgle Hall. o

g o ~ The "Daily Werker™ of March 6, 1949, page 10,
celumn &, reflects an advertisement of & psrformence to be .
held on Merch 7, 1949 for which BRGWNIE MC GHEE is iisted as
- one of the performerss . - .

The "Daily Worler® lssue dsted Msrch 5, 1950,
page 8, cclumn 1, under the caption “inat's On In Manhatten®
refiects BROWNIE MC GHER would be among the "Squere Dance
Callors® at the Americen Polksay Groupts Seventh Celebration
Bquare Dance Jambdred, . .

T-7 on Merch 12, 1951 and June 12, 1951 advised
that the American Folksay Group provided training for young
pro-Communists whoe wished to entor the entsrtainmsnt field.

o P-2 on Februsry 6 snd 75 1652 stated thet the
American Folksay wes originelly the Cultural Division of the
&meriean Yeuth for Democracy. ' -

Americen Youth for Demccracy iz an organization

whlch has baen ¢ited by the Attormey Gensral as caming within
the purview of Ezscutive Order 10L50. :

. T=9 advized the aubject, BROJNIE HO GHEE, on
Horch 9, 1949 recelived $22.50 in payment frem People's Bongs
Incorporated,

' ©On Pebruary 2L, 1950 it wes ascertalned from T-10
that BROWNIE MC GHIR weg listed on & handbill advertising

g the Seventh Amniversary Celsbration of the American Folksay
‘{, Group tec bo held Mawveh 2L, 1950.
ir De_ _Hisgellenaous QP dotivities

"Daily Worker"™ issue of Dosestsr i&; 1948; gﬁge

10, column b, under the océpticn ™what's Un in the Bronx" reflocts

o BROWNIE NMC GHEE snd his songs would be the entertainment at a
| party in honor of the Pecple of HMelrese te be hold at 1530

; ¥alton Avenue, Bronx, New York, Melrose Youth and Commnity .

i - Croups of the Communist Party. Admission te the aforementicned

i party wes listed sg Pifty cents or a subgeription to "The Werker®
\ . \ 4
t

L. A

- .” | -_ 5 K
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EY 100-109650

“paily Worker" isaue d&ted November 1k, 1950,
page 5, eslumn 3, annocunces & hootonanny and dence to be
hald November 22, 1450 st which BROWNIE MC GHEE; among others,
ig to entertain. The article ﬂaycrts tickets are aveailabile
at the Workera Bockshop and Peeple's ﬁrﬁiats, 106 East

1ith Street, WHew York Gity.

: ' T-11 on Mereh 13, 1947 stated the Workers
Bookshep i definitelytied in with the CP or ia part of
its Qrganizatien. '

The "Deily wWorker is an aaat Conat Communist

‘mub%icﬁtian of whech "ihe Worker™ is the Sundey edition.

I1% Miﬁﬁw”ﬁmkﬁﬁgs

Pe12, T-13, T-1h snd T-15, who are femi’lsr

.with scome members eof the CP snd tholr sotivities in the New
York ara&, aﬁvis@d they have no &newl&ﬁg& of the thj@at.

IV Jﬁﬁﬁﬁi?“iﬁﬁ

The fallcwim; desoription of the sub jsct was
ebtained from T-21

Home? , WALTEE BROWNIE HC OHEE ‘
Alisses: Brownle MoGhoe, Brownie MoGee,
Browning MeGhes, Browning McGes.
Raco? ‘ Ragra
Borng Hovember 23, 191}, Knoxville,
, Tonnessee
Hair: Bleck
Complexion: , Dark
Byes: - Harcon
Hoight: 518"
HWolght:e _ ~ Approx‘metely 17C lbs,
gax' Mele
olatives:
Wife ruTie GREE ﬁ%.
Children VEDIAZELLA 1 /
wlﬁﬁmaﬁzﬁﬁ .
GLURGE

TR w-wy —! c,—, _ , u:'-,..VFA gt ey
A 0

-/

.
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RY 100-109650 R :
&ﬁﬁzﬁI&TQuTLVE PAGE
IDENTIY P ﬁa@g OP AQTIVITY DATE AGENT Te SERIAL AMD ‘
SGURCE . hED/OR DESCRIPTION ~ RECEIVED  WHoH PILE WHERE
' OB THPG v : PUSHISHED v ECCATED L
-1 weme < 8/25/53  SA PETER C. Instant report
Pretext tele- - Birth . SRR CLERENTE B w0
phene call by . Residence w8 H . #
SA PETER C. Bmployment - CEom LoBow ® R
CLEMENTE to Harital Status o oe s e # b }
| WALTER BROWNIR Status of Health ~ ®» # = & ® u ¥ f
| HC GHER, R R . ‘ |
b Pilmore ’8-9616 o o T L o
}, : %@mhsrahip P@ople Senga Enca R # n ,
‘ - Document PETER BEUOAR o sy ¥ il ;
e ERNYE mmmmms S v .
?»2 HARVEY f”jﬁ@m@%rship 17 | T o i
MARSEALL. - - 8nd E@eglaia 3angs 11/2?,28/51 : 00«04 01L-18 |
wATUSON - i - T o
whe testified .%@mh&rahig - D SO E
at Publie = People's Songas. 2/5%?/59 .  100-109650-2
Hearing of HCUA, = = - e o R
Washington, D.Go =
Fgbo 6,7 = 1952 .
and executive FOIA (b) (7) - (D)
meeting on S
11/27, d6/§1
. 5 1/19/49 11/1@3/_1;.@
i L S | ' )
{ ‘ o o o
L Tl Operator. Attendsnoe at : &ﬁ .»;mamr PL 100-0-54952
, 5L RWYcFp - mooting of ld/ﬁl/h@ RECH, orally .h?'_
P Lbe THOMAS Lower Wast &ide I .
F. CRANE .Bection of CP . o o '
orally 2/2h /0 o . | | -
furnished ‘ : : ‘ : ' .

v info obtained .

i by operator p&

{ . : ' - :

[ 251 : Docusent Yugoslev American Homs
| vaf‘ 7 -
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T owy '1%«;1@%5&

e s =

VIBEE@?TI‘E’E (W‘ ATE W AQTX

AL mwm?m mm SONTID,

SRATAL AND

[

v AT - T )
- SCURCE &ﬁﬁ/ﬁﬁ @hﬁﬁﬁf&“xﬂﬁ EE&EI?E& %H&ﬁ FILE WHERE
S o I%F? .ﬁﬁ?ﬁi’ﬁ%ﬁ Lﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁb
Tl ' *‘_ﬁamb@rship P@apla’s l‘/k@/%& EI”FAWB He 168~1§@&5@~3
q.;ecmgs iney ’ orally EL&%@&E . o
‘Bneore R@amrﬁs ?/2/5 Y Instant veport
-7 ' | | o | |
BERRERT :
ROMMERSTEIH|,. B.cam@aa &mariaaﬁ ?alkaay Grrug
2236 Straus [Street - Document &RKXE &I&Ehﬁ%ﬁﬁ |
T | Post cara m/:-m? SA ROBERT 100-16071-146 -
KATIE RUHRANT reflecting subject - "G. BURHS ‘ s
1406 Townsend in Fun wﬁt% #usie AR

Avenue, Bronp, _
whe mede, &v&-lable

trash from
&&XG& QITROW
above addregn

Ciraul&r @f Pecple's 12/12/&? 2A ROBERT €. 100-16071-
Bongs, Ineo ‘ “ wﬂﬁﬁﬁa- ' 1&?,1& o
TG ﬁiihlﬁﬁ Payment frm& ﬁakn@wn - gA 6&3k$@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ 100e1607]«
HCRGAN, Paep?a‘a %@m o 3. iﬁkﬁﬁ‘ lﬁﬂwsé
hasistant - Inc. '
- Managep, g
?mnuraaﬁurara'
Truat Co. o
Pol0 handbill 2/2h/50  8A WILLIAR P, o
SAS WILLIaM of Amarican : - HAWTMAN 10C=96020-14A
 F. BARTMAN | Polksay Group &é JANES - C L
| Jhmas W, Jﬁﬁlﬁkﬁ%ﬁf" B . SULIANA |
| Tell N | -
|Te Document Workers Bookshop
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CF Iﬁ?@

O AGENT TO
"*"ﬁﬁfﬂ{}% ‘ mz)/{m mszemwxm ﬁg:cmvm WHOH

SERIAL ARD

E?Ibﬁ ‘dﬁm% _

?Uﬁhlgﬁﬁﬁ L&Gﬁ?ll

‘ﬁ"“m’ _ Ewg’gativq .

NEW YCRK

»@/&/53 |

8/31/53

8/21/53

8/31/53

A&@%Eﬁ&zﬁ
BURLINSOR
- orally

24

:anﬁ}iﬁgiﬁﬁg
A JCHN W,

DEOLEY

DOOLEY

Instant r épéﬁ”t

3t %

211 awﬁit ﬁhe Burosu's decision conserning the request

to innarvia\w '&;h@ wbjeet.

N

B L T

L
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. : I . ’E’ﬁﬂ

FDA3 .
R L BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
| | o
" FORM No. 1 . .
! THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW Y@RK : ' . FILE NO,
 REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORTH‘MADE BY
‘ . . MADE B o . ER
] MEMPHIS 10/28753 | 10/16/53 ~ SE JOHN D. JONES
i TITLE . ) ‘ * . - CHARACTT'ER OF CASE ] ’
‘; " WALTER BROWNIE McGHEE, was., Brownie hcﬁheeg ~ SECURITY MATTER = ©
i Brownie-McGee, BrommnﬁcGheeg Brownlpé«McGee :
‘ .
‘ SYNOPSIS OF FACTS /, 7 /
ii, Unable to locate record of subject's birth at Tenne Division of Vltm Stamotal@ B
| Nashville, Tenne , :
| f) ~RUC =
! . B ’mo / S : : ' .
DETATLS: ( ./‘/ Mrs. MARTHA LAMB, clerk, Tennessee Division of Vital Statis—
‘ ' bies, L20 Sixth Avenue North, Nashwille, Temnesses, advised
] that zhe was unable to locate a birth record for the subject on
x‘ the information furnished.
’{ W -
' .
1 . ] y .
| -RUC - 4 ~A
: e A
)
papmran ! ;I ‘
%L}‘ N ST (8 ‘
} 1 S
DATE i}n‘jg%‘ vy
COPIES DESTROYED
11 AUG 14 1963
A enD @ i w SPECIALAGENT DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACEj
£ " . ‘ T
/r/ 'l’//J"’ /! w" "'—f: - Y |
d COPIES OF THIS REPORT /) ﬂ_ELgG-hﬁLU"{H}
@E- Bureau L : S—f
- New York {100=109650) i . .
1 = Memphis (100=30l2) oo, NOVLRAIE3 . NS
5 o 24 : . ( \o‘t X “
COPY IN FILE o2
%B%PE Y OF FBI Qconfidential report and its contenis are loaned to you by tke FBI and are not to be
s‘ff é ; v i @ 29 g ~ dlstrl?uted outside of agency t~ which loaned.
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| — ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE -

REFERENCE: | New York letter to Knoxville dated 9/23/53.
: Knoxville letter to New York dated 10/10/53,
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A BrownidﬁMg Ghee, Brownie’Mc Gee,
“I Browning/Mc Ghee, BrowningsMc Gee

. S
2] / .
- - !

‘ ‘ - Ve | / =
//‘ wowh . \} £2, - - N3

( 4

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

. TN AN T R e e
Form No. 1 y " v : -
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK X Sl

. . T R
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN ! PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

NEW YORK ’ 12“/‘7":/53! 11/24/53 - | PETER C. CLEMENTE - cas/enlk

TIme 7 : ' CHARACTER OF CASE

— s
WALTER BROWNIE MC-GHEE, was:
SECURITY MATTER = C

synopsisorFacts: Subject was interviewed on 11/24/43 by Bureau agents
at his apartment at 198l Madison Ave., NYC. MC GHFE admitted member=
ship in Peoplets Songs, Inc. but denled CP membership or activity and
membership in the Folksay Group.

- C -

DETAILS: The subject was interviewed on November 2li, 1953 at his
. apartment at 1984 Madisen Avenue, New York City, by SAS J0OE
N. HATHAWAY and PETER €, CLEMENTE. MC GHEE advised he has néver

been a member of the Communist Party (CP) or knowingly engaged in
CP aetlvity.

Twl, of lkmown unreliability, on February 6 and 7, 1952,

|reported MC GHEE was a member of the CP Music Section in Harlem, New

York.

‘ MC GHEE stated he has never knowingly attended a CP meeting
and indicated his enly function at the affairs he attended was to
provide entertainment for a monetary consideration. :

.atéd, and advised he joined the orgenization in order to advance hime
self professionally and to secure employment, He declared that he was

CP. 'The subject stated he made numerous professional appe&arances
while affiliated with People's Songs, Inc.

It is to be noted that T=1 of Februarylb and 7, 1952, and
November 27 and 28, 1951, reported the sub ject to be a member of
People's Songs, Incorporated.

. The subject admitted membership in People's Songs, Incorpors |

unaware of any affiliation between People's Songs, Incorporated and the

s

TAPPROVED ANDO SPECIAL ABENT DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
FORWARDED:-. _.__

B __.T‘ggi z\fgjﬁ';fﬂ%l?ﬁ; f.,N e i ; : D 7y “Mnm¢m0ﬁ5?i703 —— =
GRIES-DES RS =D TR TS S IR oL

Sretormos et 1[G ULl IR S T G/ FIrsT | Prle A
1106 14 1963 WHERZ SHCIH C1 LiBg /el © 3085 1« T | ,
k§5~ Bureau (RM) . CEB TG - =

SEIRIEINDF < o

3 = New York (1'00-1.‘09659,»)';i’,-‘fg‘f;;;ff::“-;.,t’ﬁ;;:;g?:é“gw .

COPIES DESTROYED C HERINEIS 160
X

i : } Yo i TS .x-T‘; 4;04” [ A
. 77 MATR A T ONEy (LA IV Sk 4t
11 AUG 14 1963 (AP A L NS ORI NSk

e

WM ON: 255 7
V. F=

. ‘,\
* PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF

AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. '
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NY 100-1096502

MC GHEE advised he is acquainted with PETER SEEGAR and
with him during his affiliation witi Peoplets Songs.

s associated

The subject declared that he was unaware of PETER SERGAR'S politi-
cal inclinations and said he had never identified himself to him (MC GHEE)
as.a Communlst. . .

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publicatlons n: dated
May 1h, 1951, prepared and released by the Committee on Ub-Amerlcan Activi-
ties, United Stat es House of Representatlves, Washington, D.C., contains the
following concerning People's SongSo

"People!s Songs

"1, Cited as a Communist front which was incorporated January 31,

' 1946, in New York City. 'All of the productions of People's

Songs, Inc., follow the Communist Party line as assiduously

as do the people behind the organization.!, (California Com~
mittee on Un-American Actlvities, Report, l9h8, p.392 )"

The "Daily TWorker® issue dated March 5, 1950, page 8, oolumn 1, un-
der the caption "What's On In Manhattan,® reflects BROWNIE MC GHEE to be among
the "square dance callers®™ at the American Folksay Group;s*Seventh Celebration
Square ‘Dance Jamboree. “T-5 on March 12, 1951, and June ‘12, 1951, advised
that the American Folksay Group provided training for ‘young pro~Communists
who wished to enter the entertainment field, T-1 on February 6 and 7 of 1952
stated that the American Folksay Group was orlglnally the Cultural Division
of the Amerlcan Youth for Democracy,

~American Youth for Democracy.is an organization which has been cited
by the Attorney General pursuant to Bxecutive Order 10L50.

“The subject advised he had no recollection of his appearances at
the Folksay Group's. Square Dance Jamboree and stated that he was never a mem-
ber or otherwise affillated with the American Folksay Group. He stated that
he could very well have been at the celebration as set forth in the "Daily
Worker," but that he could not recall the specific activity.

T-2 on November 19, 1949, reported on that date the subject attended
a fund-raising party of the Rego Park Section of the CP held at the Associated
Food Stores Cooperatlve, Incorporated, 87-11 Lefferts Boulevard, Queens, New
Yorke The informant further advised the subject participated in the entertain-
ment which was held to raise funds for the défense of the convicted CP leaders.

-

-
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T-3, on December 21, 1949, reported the subject entertained by singing and:

NY 100-109650

- playing the guitar at a meeting of the Lower West Side Section of the CP, heldv

at LO5 West Llst Street, New York City, on February 2L, 1949, SA AUGUST J.
MICEK, on August 25, 1953, reported the files of the Bureau of Special Ser-
vices and Investigation, New York City Police Department, reflect that BROWNIE
MC GHEE entertained at a meeting of the Lower West Side Section of the GP at
the Yugoslav-Amerlcan Home, LOS Wost Llst Street, New York City. -

Accordlngrto T-L, of known rellablllty) the Yugoslav-American Home
located at 405 West Llst Street, New York City, is one of the largest centers
of Yugoslav CP activity in the New York area.

-, MC GHEE'declared he had no recollection of the aforementioned activ—
ity and restated that he has never knowingly participated in CP activity.
He stated that after rendering his part of the entertainment at functions,
he customarily leaves after receiving his compensation. MC GHEE stated he
is not interested in the CP and is wholly unfamiliar with its doctrines and
principles. He added that he is a loyal-American citizen who is prepared to

defend his country agalnst any of its enemies.

The sub: ect reported he -is employed at the present time by Billyb
Tavern in Elizabeth, 'New Jersey. He further advised he was born in Knoxville, .

Tennessee, on November 23, 191L. Mrs. MARTHA LAMB, clerk, Tennessee Division

cof -Vital: statlstlcs, 420 6th Avenue North,. Nashv1lle, Tennessee, has adv1sed

that she 1s unable to locate a birth record for the subject,

DESCRIPTION

‘The following descrlptlon of the' subJect was obtained from.T-l and
through observation of the reportlng agents

Name -

Race

Sex

Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Hair
Complexion
Eyes

Height

Weight

Marks and Peculiarities

WALTER BROWNIE MC GHEE, w1th aliases
- Negro)

Male e

November 23, 191k

Knoxville, Tennessee

Black and curly

Dark

Maroon

St 8n

Approximately 170 lbs.

Subject has an emaciated

right 1eg, the aftermath of

a childhood attack of infantile

- paralysis
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NY 100-109650

" Relatives.

AT

v

.

HGITA 0T Y o330

.

Wife, ﬁmﬂﬁgmfaﬂ@.

Children, VEDIAZEILA,
| . WILHELMTNA,
,/y{%; C{jr\%GEORGE
/f ‘/.p
-C = -
Pomim e fan

Dt
R ‘)"~'»

«’E‘J@E}%

<)
i lbg ‘.m’ ﬂ’ﬂ’e) M/L;] g Z;
E ] b -—
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_T=2 ‘ : 11/19/&9 _

N-,Y 100._109650 [T %

fABMTNTSTRATTVE PAGE

. ‘ m”"‘““éw.a

INFORMANTS . \w@“
Tdentity Date of Aetivity Agent to File No,

of <-And /Or Description .. Date Whom There

Source of Information Received Furnished Located

T=1 Used to document PETER SEEGAR.
HARVEY MARSHALL :
MATUSOW, who testi- Membership in People's 11/27,28/51 100-109650~
fied at public hear- Songs, Inc. photostatic
ings of the House : COpY .
Committee on Un-Amer- o '
ican Activities, Wash- Membership in the CP. 2/6,7/52 ~ 100-109650-

ington, DC, on 2/6,7/52
and Executive hearing, -
11/27 28/51.

11/19/L9 Unknovm

endafice at meeting 12/21 /49 A HERBERT 100-0-5495%

T-3

Operator Sh NYCPD, of Lo West Side Sec- P. LARSON

Lt. THOMAS F. CRANE tion of CP. (orally)

orally furnished , :
information obtained | FOIA (D) (7) = (D) - '.
by Operator 5h. ‘
T-bL d to document Yugoslav-

~ American Home.
-5 Used to document American Folksay Group.

HERBERT ROMMERSTE*N
2236 Straus St.,
NYC.

MISCELLANEOUS

The subject's employment previously reported in the report of SA
PETER' C. CLEMENTE dated 10/15/53, to the effect that the subject was employed
at the Village Tavern, Elizabeth, New Jersey, is incorrect, It was obtained
through the use of a pretext call and Billy's was mistaken for Village,

e

. v ara _ ’
' r P "," i AR Ai.,’,’.; oy
l‘c ERTITIR ' :
e ) \\b/\_/bp,: 1Y A VI "JJL;_

=5 -
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S4C, méwryvrk -(100a199850)_ January 6, 1954

= etor, 1909405?03 B e o b
‘ S RECORDED 1 | » .

- WALTER BROWNIE MC GEEE:*
T - SECURITY MATTER = © N

! reurlet dated pecember 7, 1953 and accompanyzng
report qf Special Agent peter Ce clementeo \\

1 ‘ . ‘In view of 8ubgect's denial of goamunist rarty
r _ } membership in face of information to the contrary froim

! an informant of known reliebility, the Bureau is of the

‘opinion that subject should be included in the Security

Indem. You are instructed to subnit yporm pp-l82.,

i' B - . NOTE ON YELLOW ONLY: =

Harvey Marshall Mutusow is the informant who -
i : placed subject in the cp. He also identified subject as o
; o a member of "people's Songs'" a communist front, which member-
! Ship subject readily admitted in interview. An undentzfzed
! o informant of the pyew .york Gztyfpolzce pepartment has
T - .- advised that subject attended o meeting of the Lower west
: Side Section of the Cp about 2-24-49 in the capacity of
~entertainer. - ’ n : ' ’

0TH ¢ Jal oA

. f

L Ty mmmrm‘r CONTAINER .

: mﬁwﬁﬁmz;wwm

Tolson . ] P
j Ladd I : T R RO R
Nichols Lt o 5

Belmont
Clegg
Glavin
K Harbo
Rosen
Tracy
Gearty
Mohr

ng&& @
HoIloman :
. Miss Gand L PR,

"‘» = ai
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N | | < ) FD-122

STANDARD FORM NO. 64 (5'11-53)

F*ﬁce Memomndum » UNITED STATES G}OVVVERVNMENT |

Director, FBI (1oo 405703) . DatE Jamuary 22, 1954
| ﬂﬁmom :  SAC, New York (100-109-650) ) 7N
?ﬂ} - T Y L 5 x5 L/

SUBJECT: © WALTER BROWNIE HC GHEE, wa Cc‘m ﬁ 7a¢ g’\ | 3
oo | | — Ky L& r
i

x It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on thé
above-captioned individual.
I’\jf"’/
The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be LJ ‘7 -
- changed as follows: (Specify change only) o
NAME WALTER BROVNIE MC GHEE, was: _ ‘ K
N O, ) 2 | AIS @ | ,
ALIASES Brownie Mc Ghee, Browmie Mc Gee, Brawming Mc Ghee, Brownine Mc Gee -
) . ) . . - N ’ . ﬁ‘
|
b N
ﬁ NATIVE BORN__ X NATURALIZED_ ALIEN J \
: _ _— _— _— _
? COMMUNIST__X-  SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE
: MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) \;
‘ TAB FOR DETCOM _ TAB FOR COMSAB___ -~ .RACE_Hegro SEX_Male : 1
DATE OF BIRTH 11/23/14 PLACE OF BIRTH Knoxville, Tenn. A
BUSINESS ADDRESS (Sho_wf name of employing concern and. address)
Billy's Tavern, Elizabeth, Hew Jersey
KEY FACILITY DATA: \
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY '
*  INTERESTED AGENCIES __ I ' N ‘ )
RESIDENCE ADDRESS 1984 Madison Avenue, New York., Wew York . 5
‘ _ |
C ‘ . L.UUnUtU 33 )

% 129 ;o e . - P ;

\(’} — S ™ N é\? e r
L INTORMEATION G of BrATIED V (A NI
44 | 4&%&{8 - 1 QSGI;%N ] § )j
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g b : FD=122

“STANDARD FORM NO. 84 ’\ , - -
~ ' ( Sen 11=53)

Oﬁce Meﬁyzomndum . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Dlrector, FBI (100-405703) " DATE: 8/3/5L

TO :
‘u&wA. »v e
[FROM  : - SAC, NewﬁYork (100-109650)
© SURJECT:  yALTER BROWNIE MC GHEE, was |
%d . SM-C A , Lard U.TD, '
[ B o Z’é?-fg/%&(/
‘,i‘sl : . : .b
_ B It 1s recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared
~ on the above-captioned 1nd1v1dua1. o _
X The Security Index Card on the captioned 1nd1vidual
’ . 'should be ehanged as follows:- (Specify change only)
NAME
ALIASES

NATIVE BORN_____ NATURALIZED_____ ALIEN s
__INDEPENDENT §dCIALIST t;

‘COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
T | T LEAGUE_____ 5 <o %
MISCELLANEOUS . (Speeify) _ g & &
- ~ =] &
“TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SSEX] o
i _ SAB_____ R RSEE =
\@\ DATE OF BIRTH_ ___PLACE OFBIRTH__ & _ =
— =
\FGSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of em loyingc concern- and—*address)u '
usic1an - no steady place of employmen ‘ o = .f
% ' KEY FACILITY DATA: . .
} 4~ GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY_

'INTERESTED AGENCIES o /= H2EG 03—~ |
. °  NOT RECORPED = . o

: RESIBENCE ADDRESS reva il
- “'ﬁauunumﬁﬂggcolw\m =Y hUul ‘&) o4

L RUG 1654
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3 - “NsrANDAR"E FORM NO, 64 )"\ A = ‘\Q 3

et _ |

Oﬁice Memomndum UN.ITE’D. STATES GOVERNMENT

TO " Director, FBI (100-&05703) | BATEa’ 2/7/55 '

! 0=109650 . , |
SAC, New York é%? 109650) | ) | . FOTA(D) (7) - (D)
WALTER BROWNIE MC GHEE, ' was \\\\ |
SM - C -

There 1s attached hereto flve copies of amended page one
of report of SA PETER C, CLEMENTE, 12/77:./53 at NY in which the
following correction has been made: "of known unreliability" has
been inserted after symbol T-l of the second paragraph of the details
on page one, ,

N
~ This page is to replace 'the original in above report
and NY coples have been corrected.

§7ﬁ | Encs. = 5 7 Clbﬁ

RS
, | Cpoyer 5@ - /7 ‘SJ . !
! " 1 - NY 100-9401k Sub A |

s

. |
| | &&&:wwaaummnnweawmu.'.
|

1@3@&%@[&5]&4&
|
o B
A
" 5, 7
20 é}’& /¢ 3 o
- o a7 Fip 9 1958 3
' MJB:EMK R — S
‘ o miEnaeT SRR PERL / |
5’}%§4 81 0 : N
’;: 1) AR : . ?’9‘ : P /_/
;Liﬂg sEoi sg%i/) é;i&éﬁSFQ
b | | QO$$\ R o
5 8 MAR 11 19550 : |
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Tolson ___
7 . Beardman _____

Nichols
Belmont _
Harbo
Mohr
Parsons
Rosen
Tamm
Sizoo
? Winterrowd .
Tele. Room _.__
Holloman
— G andy —_—

“MAR 11 }@JS

- of &I subjects to see if inclusion on the Index

<;> - ' Ciifizf. J. Bagley

SAC, New York (100-109650) March 4, 1955

Director, FBI (100-405703)
&

WALTER BROWNIE MC GHEE
SECURITY MATTER - C

Reurlet dated February 7, 1953,

Inasmuch ag the only informant placing the
subject in the Communist Party is Harvey M. Matusow,
6 question arises as to whether the S8ubject should be
continued on the Security Index. You are requested
therefore, to review this case under the provigions

as set forth in SAC Letter #55-8, dated Pebruary 2,

1958, -

S
4 review of Bureau files reflects that

) suggested corrections have not yet been received

Srom your office for the report of Special Agent
Feter . Clemente doted October 15, 1953, at New
York. UDUnless you have elready done 8o, you should

- handle this matter immadiately.

NOTE ON YELLOW:
SAC Letter 55«8 provides for SAC review
is warranted.

£

’ MEJ IN‘FOT 7
HARELY 13 1o &
LATE ,aﬁ?]

JJB.’hif . o . R L .
(4) Af N
E}(‘.M}q EONVAR 1955

| g kg
NAILED 8 5 | ':¥6%?¢~
e

Mﬁ}«~~1oﬁ5

el COM - F B Wf ‘[

AT '

S
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* ‘ e
STANDARD FORM NO. 64 .
.

‘ . ';.‘ﬂf? : _ J f .
o Oﬁ?ae " Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

'ro/ ¢, Director, FBI (100-405703) ~ Ipate: 3/1/55

Ur . SAC, New York (100-109650)

émcn WALTER BROWNIE-MC GHEE, was FOIA(b) (7) - (D)
M -C .

In ﬂ&hjs connection, reference is made to the
report @fgiSh. gg&%’{m €. CLEMENTE, 10/15./53, NY.

BILL 2ECy | —
%ltfg P(s’agqnl‘,no:gzrﬁe,srep should be corrected to reflect
that T2 1sY of kriolh:tinreliabl1ity. |

‘ ThceJLN'Ychopies of this report are being corrected
accordingly. ’ : ‘

. B g"}ﬁz »_':, - ’ 4 )
1 - WY 1oo-9u01u-s\ip8%_ w103 8 MR F 1955
Lot A ./.f A . )
wiEsuer ZECABA FECEF
SPC: M R
| e o 10 A5 EH LY

L BECEIAED

NW 52304 Docld:32711289 Page 24



‘ —‘—_*__‘_;-_——-"““f-—;~_‘;,,,________;1‘

2= \75 and dupl,
1l dlow copy
ls_ /. Belmont
l=Mr, Glascock
l=ifr, Bagley.

Mr. Avrmendo di @i'mlmﬁ -
Chief |

Becords Adminigtrotion Branch
- Directors, FBI

D) has= 203§ |
FALPER BROVNID NoGHEE , |
SECURIFY MATTER = €
100=405703

4%&7, |
Y, )
ES{’” )

Beference is nede 4o the report of Ep@éi&ii

l=Consolidation Unit,Records
Horeh 4, 1955

2
.

Sece

Agent Peter C.
York.

nished by T-2.

. i3 - e

. pointed oul to

gecordingdy. .

charecterized as of kmoun unreliebility.

it is steted; ' , SR
Brouning MoGhée..es.” This is besed om the inforret tem
supplied by -2 énd,
ne -longer accureie.

Clemente dated Cotober 15, 1953, et New

'k, Informetion te set forth in poregroph 8 of the
Deteils on pege 1 of this report ag hoving been fur-

This Informent i Hervey Hetusow, now
’ It te alsg v
you that in the Synepsis of his repory .Y

Reliable inmformant in 1958 reported .\

therefore, the term "relighble” 19 ¥
You may wish to odjust yoBr yevords. .
N & '

(7)

PR g A
(ot quﬁsmi, e, e o
& mfﬁ.u-eﬂ:w 7 “;% e

Tolson
Boardman

Nichols
Belmont
Harbo

Mohr
Parsons
Rosen
Tamm
" Sizoo

Winterrowd - . ) :
e e 533‘31/ gaLa

O e
THAR 4 1955 ]
MAILED 26 |

Holloman

Gandy

o0 w71ﬂ~91‘5M KO
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. Mr. Belmon: _ PR M hia o0 1955
LBN:a'rn—l , Pras ‘ » / U
. (4) ) A ‘ )

ey

<
T

=7 (ﬂ

NW 52304 Docld:32711289 Page 26



- At this point I interrupted and asked bluntly, "Why in the hell
-didn't you pick up the phone and call the Bureau?' - that in ten or fifteen minutes
time we could have given him the answers and given him the facts. I told him
- that we had always operated on the basis that when you are working under the
same roof for the same purpose and anything comes up, the thing to do is to
go. : to the people directly. Tompkins stated he, of course, should have dome
this and was sorry he hadnft.

, I then pointed out that the very first thought that went through
the Director's mind when the above-mentioned reports regarding Hummer were
lled to our attention was to get in "touch with' Tompkins immediately and that
was why I had come by to see him. He, of course, stated that he appreciated
this and he should have done the same, and that in the future when anything comes
up like this, he certainly will contact us because he should have known that there
~ ‘would be an explanation and a reason. - ' '

Ca : - I then told Tompkins that I"had not known of the ink changes being
"||{made; that it had been my understanding that the changes had been effected by

' vip’se,rting new pages. Tompkins stated that what he originally was upset about

| was the ink (_:hanges. I asked him if he could give me a reference to any specific
files. He- stated that all of the files were presently being reviewed... He,
accordingly, sent for three files. The three files did reflect ink cl{a.nges. obviously
a in a woman®s hand. ' o o -
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, v"s of que'stions that "‘ CRER
. : - qj esttons_ that mlgh ome up if records_ B
‘are produced and 'how He then ‘commented ‘that in the.

New York thce, Ed_-Lurnbard had told h',m the:Bureau had stamped reports
,_ut bhad not dated OF. initialed the- reports.'
|I t A
fil

old Tompkins. ! this was; ;correct; however, there” as a copy of a. letter in the.

ile showing to. whom the amended pages:| ‘had been"sem., the date of this letter,
the 1n1t1als enthe letter could estabhsh the date when the’ f11e was stamped and
who stamped 1t and that‘ We could reconstruct the whole story g

R I told Tompkms that 1f there was any £au1t, it was that the Bureau
bent oveér backwards in trying to be rnetlcu‘lous, rather than put-a- memorandum
qon the top of, the file" showmg the change,; we had elected to change each page of
‘the reports so that nobody could be led astray, and that if being overly consc1ent10us
DI about ar matter such as,_ th1s was wrong, then that was Just too bad. Tompkms o
agreed that 1t waa not wrong and thls is the way 1t should be ‘

: - Tompkms ,then stated that h' would ta]_k to Hurn.mer. He asked
1f we,thought Hummer c1rcu1ated the mformatmn on_the: Hﬂl 1 told 'I'ompkms
that ‘I.had not even 1ntimated wer suspected Hummer of th1s. We did not -know

, who circulated it'on the. Hlll - ,er were. certam that Hugh szel who had gone . '
' up ‘on the ‘Hill, would not do a thin hke thls because szel was’ of a. diﬁerent
strlpe. In fact, 80 far as we coul ascertam, szel d1d not even know about
Uity but that. obviously somebody was doing it;, however, Wwere not 1nd1cat1ng

Hummer did"it and I wanted it: clearly understood that we ‘were: not. 1nd1cat1ng \

'I,saxd that what’ we. were mdxcatxng was that accordmg to'a: rehable report,’

mrner was talkmg out~‘of school and u»correctly reportlng what happened

He“stated he*would t"lk G iHummer, and that 1f any sltuanon ever o&:nrred
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RSN When I returned to: the Bureau,“ Seyfarth of coux'se, had gone
o hofné‘, He was not feelmg well. I had Supervisor Wendell Eames talk to
Sey{arth about this. Seyfarth stated that in five or no more than six cases:
wherem changes occurred on the front page of ‘the report, Mrs. Longnecker,
in the Division of Records file room, had made the change in ink ratiter than
to reprocess the front page which had date starnps, file markings, file numbers
i ‘M”}) and so forth. Chris agreed to this procedure but insists that this procedure

was not done at his direction, although Chris stated a year or so ago, DiGiroiamo
had the Division of Records start the practice of making minor changes in pen
and ink which was a practice we were then following. y

Seyfarth was sick this morning and [, accordingly, sent Wendell
ames out to his home to interview him in detail and tie this thing down, after
which a separate memorandum will be prepared.

_ I have now informed Mr. Rogers of my conversation with
"Tompk Rogers was disturbed about this. He inquired as to whom Hummer
made the statement.t I told him frankly I did not know; that it came to us from a

i .
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Lk//SUCCINCT RESUME OF CASE

ﬂ'MC GHEE was a member of the CP in the Music Section in Harlen,

Y GOVERNMENE‘

DATE[:}ig/SS ‘fw-
w/ %Wf

ard onsediied

-Director, FBI (100-405703)

SAC, New York (100-109650) -
&
\e

WALTER BROWNIE MC GHEE, was
SM-¢C

Segurity Index ¢

Re SAC letter 55-30, 4/12/55.

Ny
l- Informant on 2/6 and 7/52, reported BROWNING N '

NY. (HARVEY MARSHALL. MATUSOW, known unreliability. Information

not substantiated by other sources).

: 2- ormant by report of 11/19/u9, reported that on
11/19/49, BROWNING MC GHEE attended a fund raising party of the
Rego Park Sectlon of the CP held at the Associated Food Stores
Cooperative, Incorporated, Queens, NY. Subject participated in
the entertainment to raise funds for the defense of convicted

CP leaders. | relisble)s FOIA (b) (7)
éﬁ 3- Files of the BSSI, NYCPD, r

et R AR NSO

/

(D)

ect that B OWNIE

, _vised that the Yugoslav-American
at 405 West hlst St., NYC, is one of
Yugoslavian CP activity in the NY area.

—l

"~ b= The subject when interviewed on ll/24/53m
admitted membership in People's Songs, Incorporated, dates
not specified.

(J

Informant advised on 11/28/52, that the subjecta
: was a member of People's Songs (specific date not shown) dnds
used to record with ERNIE LEIBERMAN and PETE SEEGAR.

reliable).
"Peoples Songs" has been cited by the House Committee
on Un-American Activities.
‘ A0 rpna —F
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Letter to Direétor
NY 100-109650

5= Informant advised that BRCWNIE MC GHEE received
$22.50 on 3/9/49, 1n payment. from People's Songs, Incor-
porated. (WILLIAM MORGAN, Assistant “anager, Manufacturer's
Trust Co., reliable) ~ "~ SN

6~ "Daily Worker" issue of 12/12/48, page 10,
column lj, under the caption, "What's On in the Rronx"
reflects BROWNIE MC GHEE and his songs would be the
entertainment at a party in honor of the People of ‘elrose
to be held at 1530 Walton Avenue, Bronx, NY, sponsored
by the elrose. Youth and Community Groups of the CP. The
"Daily Worker" 1is an East coast Communist newspaper,

7= Subject, when interviewed on 11/24/53, denied g
CP membership.

RECOMMENDATION (}f 24 %&.&/

Removs from.Security Index. Subject does not
come under standards reflected in SAC letter 55-30, 4/12/55,

DETCOM TABBING

1= Not tabbed DC and/or CS
2- Not tabbed
4 : - 3= Recommendation: Remove from Security Index
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B e o T

WIAILED
NOV ¢ -1959
NAME CHECK

, chsmbarké, 1959

q\ft/ﬁj(; P, .

BRQWIF{‘B;{IQGE_@E \”“‘{) walx (,1
Born: 1916 -
ﬁorth carolina /\

-
o e 3 ~

In 1953, 1nquiries were conducted by this Bureau \\
concerning Walter Brownie“McGhee, 198l Madison Avenus,
New York,: New York, who a8 reportedly born ¥ovember 23,
191, st Knoxville, Tennesses. This individusl was merried
to Ruth McGhee and had thrae children, Vediaszelle, Wilhelmina,
and Géorge. : ‘

S |

R The inguiries which were conducted revealed that
confidential informants, who have furnished reliasble information
in the past, advised that McGhee had enterteinsd at various
Communigt Party and Communist Party front functions during
11947, 1949, and 1950.

On November 24, 1953, MeCGhes was interviewsd by
§rapresentatives of this Bureau and advised he had nsever
E?% baen & member of thse Communist Party and that he had never
knowingly sttended & Communist Perty meeting. He stated
z% his only function at the affairs he attended was to pravide

. antertainment for a monatary consideration.

mzﬁﬁﬁ%@

38
L,

' MeGhee admitted during the interview that he was &

-]l member of People'’s Songs, Incorporated, and advised he joined

<§| that organization in order to advance hims@lf profagssionally

ey and to secure employment. He declarsd that hs was unsware

of any affilistion between Paeople's Songs, Incorporaeted, &nd

the Communist Party. He stated he hed made numsrous profesaionsl
appearances while affiliasted with People's Sohgs, Incorporated.

AL TOFORMATIONS

7NOTE~ Information being disseminated in above~form pel
Tnstructions of Supervisor D. R. Roderick. "Reports not
believed suitable for dissemination inasmuch as they
indicate 1nvestigation based on information from 1nformant
Mohr — of known unreliabi%ity (harvey Matusow))

S
Rosen ’/“/'b . o
Tamm % 2 P} THis d"§ % ms neither recommendatlons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property
Trotter 4 QI the .E unQL aned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed ocutside
W.C. Sullivan __ your agency
Tele. Room: ...

Holloman
Gandy -

Tolson
Belmont

Del.oach
McGuire _
Mohr

is in answer to your request for a check of FBI files.

MAIL ROOM ] TELETYPE UNIT__]

)

0 to State (CU/CP) REC- 7 /\( e, S /
ig. and o a C : o G MRS { 4
qug re?'doii 2-56 \e ) -EQQ}QQ, Aé{, é? )

A, %A//g,&rt/msbg(u)\ © == ﬂ NGOV 6 1959
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D

Brownie Ma&hee'

The California Committee on Un-American Activities,
Report, 1948, page 392, cited People's Songs as a communist
front which wes incorporated January 31, 1946, in New York
- City. "All of the productions of Psople's. Songs, Inc.,
follow the Communist Party line s assiduously as do the
people behind the organization." (100-405703-2, 5) P

!,r
#

I~
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4-22 (Rev 1-22-60)
. rrﬁ Federal Bureau of Investigation

,
‘i

<

oo " Records Branch

19

2

I: Name Searching Unit - Room 6527
[__J Service Unit - Room 6524

Forward to File Review ..~
Attention :
Return to

Supervisor - Room,  Ext.

Type of References Requested:

Z] All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive)

hd 4

| Reqular Request (Analytical Search)

Subversive References Only
Nonsubversive References Only
Main ____ References Only -

(.

Type of Search Requested: A !

Restricted to Locality of

Exact Name Only (On the Nose) -
[:l Buildup [:l Variations

Y

»

Avi 7 ‘tﬁﬂ ﬁ A 4. 4 A o~ :
Subject TWE /e, | !A/,&M,Q/b fEtsvina 1
Birthdate & Place / : |

Address ’
Localities s - ,
' Searcher |
R# Date 5/2/(49 Initials —/’)’,—2— )
Prod. /
- FILE NUMBER SERIAL
AT G005 703 S8 iva

/&’O Y05 7073

/00 YOS 7&3 - )0 Sunw sa)w:?

T Y1 X205
~ - W

s S50

[ N < v\

[J A~ -
N7 7A\

P

/(.’/Uﬁ/\y//ﬂ

e ava b VoAl LI i ivd SOTTTATINED

ﬁ ENYAREE Y APy

FERIN 38 PAlLAsd i‘i"stﬂl/whsl%

NN

Dats A IS o e AT -

NV 52304
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(Attention Mr J. Wright Brown)

Dear sir,

NEW ZEALAND EMBASSY -
19 OBSERVATORY CIRCLE, NW/,

\X//\SHINGTO/D.C. 20008
31 May/{jn. | 7
ﬂ’ Y

W

\ In accorxdance with stand' g arrangements, I have to redquest ‘
. }( a name check on the following persons
" 4} -Names Walter (Brownie GHEE F
R | 5 GEE ,
\Y‘Place and date of birth: 30 November 1915 Knoxville, Tennessee
~ }b Present address: 540 37th Street, Oakland, California. hﬂ
Q - ' . /——-—“ g
Previous place of permanent residence: E
T : S
j Name of spouse: é /7 =73 . H_».G<
. : . :5 ;,9«41—«»-/ S
Place and date of birth of spouse: > JUN 1 1 1973 3 2

Subject’'s employment histoxry:

N ' Blues singer

* - B

)

e

_ The Directox, — _ = _ .- .
Fedexral Bureau of Investigation,.
WASHINGTON D.C.

~ s

ALE B TTIOR

AY BE_\DENT!
=XV 3 n N1 T

WITH ABOVE SUBJECT

FBI IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

1-929- 597
4yo5703 //

.

Yours sincerely,

4 (R.L. Jermyn) ... ... __ —
Minister :

EATION U RATIED
Y oy

- F

I ) J z
i .I'.!" -
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T — S = G

5 ‘ . . . F ; . . . UQ.\
L - P s MAILED

1 = Mr. Brown

| | O JuN191973
G 22 - o MaE CHE
@{‘;@% L og 0 / /  June 15, 1973 o
f;[// JO0 C - o o ‘
f/;ﬂ W . ——— A ' -::' ‘ |
» J"f | WALTER/(BROWNIE J)fic_GHEE Dt b
/‘ k ) ﬂ»ﬁ’jﬂ)am ///’%_, f""r“{ m’wlu)(&fl ff oo /Lf" ’J‘ml

Mr. Felt
Mr. Baker ...

Mr. Callahan
Mr. Cleveland

Mr. Conrad

Mr. Gebhardt

Mr. Jenkins
Mr. Marshall

Mr. Walters .2
Tele. Room
5 Mr. Baise
Mr. Bames
Mr. Bowers
Mr. Heringto:
Mr. Conmy
Mr. Mintz
Mr. Eardley_
Mrs. Hogan

ﬁftﬁi‘;'s%firm yscm"‘f(l&) . #,42/(,03(0 Robertson. .

Mr. Thompson| tli

T X2 K W W R T n«umn:.\h.“ﬂ e

our communication dated
e check on the above-
PR, AAI0fr 5"
‘ L...kw’,""—s.’”—w
_ Enclosed for your information are two copies
of EBL Identification Record Number 1 929 507 for Walter B.
£ McGee, which record may or may not be identical with the =
subject of your inquiry.

. Reference is madﬂ to
May 31, 1973, requesting a
captioned individual

yﬁd‘f{* ‘l..l;’* £

s

In 1953, inquiries were canducteﬂ by this Bureau
concerning Walter Brownie McGhee, 1984 Madison Avenue,
New York, New York, who was reportedly born November 23,
1914, at~Knoxvilleg Tennessee,. This individual was married
to‘ﬁﬂth McGhee and had three childreng Védiazellag Wilhelmina,
and G@ergeag_

The inquiries which were conducted revealed that

confidentialiources, who have furnished reliable information
in the past, advised that McChee had entertained at various
Communist Party and qumunist Party front functimns during

19&7 1949, and 1950

On Nuvember 24 1953, Mcﬁhee was interviewed by
repr@sentatives of this ereau end advised he had never
been a member of the Communi st Party and that he had never
knowingly attended a Communist Party meeting. He stated
his only function at the affairs he attended was to provide
@nt@rtainment for a mmnetary eonsideratinng- :

Or1gina1 and 1l - New Zealand Embassy, Attentlon Donald J.

%3

%ﬁﬁﬁﬁmmmMﬁﬁwnfm@mi%Immh
CARES 'w A GOTTTIRT ’*fxy

o Rt

."\/4

\‘zﬂ"

P

n

MAIL ROOM ] TELETYPEUNIT[ ]
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Halter (Br@wni@) MeGhee

- McCGhee admitted during the interviev that he was
a member of the People’'s Songs, Incorporated, and advised he
joined thet organization in wider to advance himself
professionally and to secure employment., He declaved that he
vas unavare of any affiliation between People's Songs, Incore
porated, and the Communist Party. He stated he had made
numerous professional appearances while affiliated with
People's Songs, Incorporated. . R

The California Committee on Un-Zmerican Activities,
Report, 1948, page 392, cited People's Songs as a communist
front which was incorporated January 31, 1946, in New York
City. "all of the production of People's Songs, Inec., follow
the Communist Party line as assiduously as do.the people
behind the organization." (100-405703-2, 5)

Enclosures (2)
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