
Statistics on COVID-19 reported 

by the Alabama Department of 

Public Health as of Tuesday.

County Cases Deaths

Colbert 5,159 62

Franklin 3,571 42

Lauderdale 7,296 73

Statewide 407,848 5,573

Hardest hit county: Jefferson with 

59,867 cases and 842 deaths.

REGION

Brooks gets  

new principal
Jeff Burbank says that as an 

educator 30 years into his career, 

he’s exactly where he wants to 

be as Brooks High School’s new 

principal. B1

WEIRD NEWS

Mayor of town 

chosen by pulling 

a name from hat
DICKINSON, Texas — The race 

to be the mayor of a Houston 

suburb ended this week with the 

winner’s name being drawn from 

a top hat.

Sean Skipworth and Jennifer 

Lawrence were vying to be the 

next mayor of Dickinson, but  

they each ended up with 1,010 

votes after a runoff election last 

month and a recount earlier this 

week.

According to Texas law, a tie 

in a race for public office can be 

resolved by casting lots.

Skipworth became mayor  

after a ping pong ball with his 

name was pulled out of a hat 

during a ceremony Thursday 

that lasted about 10 minutes, 

the Galveston County Daily News 

reported.

“I just thank everyone for 

coming out and voting,” Skip-

worth said after he became 

mayor. “Literally, every vote 

counted.”

— The Associated Press

ONLINE

Follow us on  

Facebook

YOUR OPINION

Tuesday’s Question: 

Did President Trump fulfill his 

slogan “Make America Great 

Again”? 

Yes: 60.0%

No: 40.0%

Today’s Question: 

Do you plan to participate in Mon-

day’s Martin Luther King drive-by 

parade through Tuscumbia and 

Sheffield?     

Vote at TimesDaily.com.
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What’s next for 
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winning  

title?  
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CLOSE TO UNA
Smith-Wood
Apartments

1 - 2 bedrooms
256-764-4228 or
256-335-4228

French Bulldog Puppies
~and~

Boxer Puppies
for sale.
Call or text

for information.
931-332-6276

UNA
is accepting applications for:

ONE STOP COUNSELOR

http://jobs.una.edu
employment@una.edu

~WANTED~
DEAD or ALIVE
Junk Batteries
$5.00 each

Ranger Battery Co.
426 S. Royal Ave.
256-766-0473

Windows Again
Replacement Windows,
Vinyl Side, Remodeling.

TVA approved contractor

256-366-8080
Pat Murray
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COVID VACCINE

Officials 
working on 
glitches in 
scheduling

Hotline gets 1.1M 
calls on first day
By Lisa Singleton-Rickman 
Staff Writer

A r e a  H e a l t h 
Officer Dr. Karen 
Landers says she 
understands the 
public’s frustra-
tion with what 
seems like a dread-
fully slow rollout of 
COVID-19 vaccinations, but she 
assures the public that glitches 
are being worked out.

In addition to the rollout, 
frustrations were compounded 
on Monday when more than 
1.1 million Alabamians called 
the  Alabama Department of 
Public Health’s COVID-19 Vac-
cine Scheduling Hotline on its first 
day of operation with the hopes of 
scheduling an appointment.

The hotline number to schedule 
appointments is 1-855-566-5333. 
The calls will be answered from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. each day.

Residents who are 75 and older 
may be able to get the vaccine as 
early as Monday as long as they 
have an appointment, but it seems 
scheduling an appointment may be 
easier said than done.

Sheffield residents Dr. Bob and 
Leta Matthews called just after the 
number became active and got a 
vaccination appointment.

But it took some time.
“I’m hearing horror stories of 

long, long waits and people not 
getting through at all, but I guess 
we called early enough that we got 
through,” Leta Matthews said.

She said they waited about 30 to 
40 minutes before a recording said 
their phone call would be returned.

“They called back later that 
evening and we made the appoint-
ment. It wasn’t a quick process, 
but we’re grateful we got the 
appointment,” she said.

Gov. Kay Ivey tweeted on 
Monday saying that work is being 
done to improve the registration 

SEE VACCINE , A6SEE FANS , A6

A store worker becomes overwhelmed as Alabama fans shop for national championship merchandise on Tues-

day at Martin’s Family Clothing in Florence. [PHOTOS BY DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

FLORENCE

Bama fans scoop up 
championship wares

By Bernie Delinski 
Staff Writer

FLORENCE  — Scenes of 
wide grins and sounds of 
“Roll Tide” filled Martin’s 
Family Clothing on Tues-
day as Alabama football 
fans grabbed up racks full 
of merchandise commemo-
rating the Crimson’s Tide’s 
national championship.

For many fans, heading to 
the store to buy up shirts and 
caps has become a tradition 
with Alabama winning its 
sixth title in 12 years.

“It gets exciting every 
time,” said David Dison, 
donning a jacket his daughter 
had made for him years ago 
that contains patches with 
the years Alabama has won 
a national championship.

Dison said the jacket needs 
updating.

It is missing patches for the 
2016, 2017 and now the 2020 
seasons after Alabama’s 
52-24 victory Monday night 
over Ohio State to clinch its 
18th national title.

Many fans commented 
that they especially are proud 
of this title because it came 
amid additional challenges 

caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

In fact, head coach Nick 
Saban missed the Auburn 
game due to COVID.

This year’s title is the 
seventh for Saban, includ-
ing six at Alabama. That 
achievement surpasses 
former Alabama coach Paul 
‘Bear” Bryant, who had held 
the national record for most 
titles with six.

Dison said that adds mean-
ing to this title.

In fact, the most popular 

item was a shirt declaring, 
“We made history.”

“This was kind of special,” 
he said. “I think the team 
itself had kind of a purpose. 
They were focused.”

Many stores around the 
Shoals opened immediately 
after the game Monday 
night, and several sold out 
of national championship 
merchandise.

A Hibbett store in Muscle 
Shoals had a sign on the door 

AG CENTER

Authority, plaintiffs await decision on suit
By Bernie Delinski 
Staff Writer

FLORENCE — As land 
continues to be cleared 
for the Lauderdale County 
Agricultural Event Center, 
the defendants in a lawsuit 
requesting an injunction 
related to the construction 
of the center asked that it 
be dismissed.

The suit, filed by John 
Sutherland on Aug. 26, 
2020, in Lauderdale 
County Circuit Court, 
requested an injunction 
and declaratory relief to 
prevent the Lauderdale 

County Agricultural 
Authority from building 
the facility.

The authority is over-
seeing plans for the ag 
center, which would 
include such facilities as 
an event center, an expo 
hall and a vocational 
training center.

Land is presently being 
cleared off of U.S. High-
way 72, just east of the 
Florence city limits, for 
the 170-acre project.

Tim Melson, who is 
chairman of the author-
ity, said Tuesday he has 
not heard a recent update 

on the case, but believes it 
will be dismissed.

“We feel pretty con-
fident that the judge is 
going to find in our favor,” 
he said. “If every lawsuit 
that got filed stopped a 
project, nothing would 
move forward in this 
area.”

The event center por-
tion of the project is 
estimated to cost $55 
million.

The defendants are 
listed as the Lauder-
dale County Agriculture 

Architectural rendering of the proposed Lauderdale County 

Agricultural and Events Center. [COURTESY PHOTO]SEE CENTER , A6

Landers

Pam Marks Gargis browses for national championship merchandise at 

Martin’s Family Clothing in Florence.


