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TASTY CHICKEN
Crimson Tide sizes up South Carolina Gamecocks for next home feast
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Send usYourFavorite Grilling orTailgate Recipe!
You could Win $50
and a Mini Max
Big Green Egg

from
Story & Lee!*

Don’t miss a chance to Win $50
and a Mini Max Big Green Egg*

See details below.

OO A S!HEY FOOTBALL FANS!

Submit your recipes now and you could win $50 if your recipe is selected. To enter, submit your recipe to: Tailgate Recipe Contest, 219 West Tennessee St., Florence, AL 35630 -
Attn: Renita Jimmar *Weekly winners are entered for grand prize drawing for a Mini Max Big Green Egg from Story and Lee.

INGREDDDIIIENTS:

• 2 paaackages 8 oz. crescent rolls
• 2 pppackages 8 oz. cream cheese,

soooftened to room temperature
• 1 package dry Hidden Valley Ranch

dddressing mix
• 333/4 cup of mayonnaise
• 3///4 cup cauliflower (raw, chopped)
• 3///444 cup broccoli (raw, chopped)
• 3/444 cup carrots (raw, chopped)
• 1 bellllll pepper (raw, chopped, red or

yellowww or mix colors to look festive)
• 1 cup shrrredded cheddar cheese

DIRECTIONSSS:::
Spread crescccent rolls flat onto large
cookie sheet. Cook as directed
for 10 minutes. Set aside to cool.
Combine softennned cream cheese,
mayonnaise, and dry Ranch mix
and beat well. SSSpread onto cooked,
cooled crescenttt rolls. Sprinkle
vegetables in laaayers on crust. Top
with cheese. Cooover and chill
several hours ooor overnight.
Cut into squaaares.
Serve ~ Enjoooy.

The World’s Best Smoker & Grill!
TheOriginal American Designed Ceramic Cooker!

Story & Lee has the largest selection of Eggs and the lowest prices in the TN Valley.

FREE Delivery • FREEAssembly

Furniture & BeddingSince 1970

Hwy. 43 • Leoma , TN
Sto re Hour s : Mon . t h r u Sa t .

9 A .M . ‘t i l 6 P.M .
( 931 ) 852 -2111

To l l Fre e 1 - 800 -345 -2511
www.storyandlee.com 62222

6677
7733

-11

Brought to you by Story & Lee!

70
22

32
-1

This week’s
recipe submitted
by Joyce Thacker

Veggie Squares

TECNAVIA



 [CROPPDFINORIG]

crop = 10 15 10 15





Thursday
Liberty at Coastal Carolina, 6:30 p.m.,

ESPN

Friday
Army at Temple, 3 p.m., ESPN
Howard at Rutgers, 6 p.m., BTN
Navy at UAB, 6 p.m., ESPN
Harvard at Brown, 6 p.m., ESPN2
Northwestern at Indiana, 7 p.m., FOX
Clemson at Cal, 9:30 p.m., ESPN

Saturday
Colorado State at UTSA, 11 a.m., ESPNU
Illinois at Ohio State, 11 a.m., FOX
Sam Houston at Texas Tech, 11 a.m.,

TNT
San Diego State at Toledo, 11 a.m.,

CBSSN
Texas at Tennessee, 11 a.m., ACCN
South Alabama at Kentucky, 11:45 a.m.,

SECN
UCLA at Maryland, 12:30 p.m., BTN
Central Arkansas at Florida State, 2

p.m., ACCN
Hawai’i at Wyoming, 2 p.m., CW
Iowa at Michigan, 2:30 p.m., CBS
New Mexico at New Mexico State, 2:30

p.m., CBSSN
TCU at UCF, 2:30 p.m., FS1
Utah at Iowa State, 2:30 p.m., FOX
Vanderbilt at Auburn, 3:15 p.m., SECN
Nebraska at Michigan State, 4 p.m.,

BYUtv
Delaware at Virginia, 5 p.m., ACCN
Incarnate Word at Texas State, 5 p.m.,

USA Net
Central Michigan at Miami, 5:30 p.m.,

CW
Kansas State at Cincinnati, 6 p.m.,

ESPN2
Oklahoma State at West Virginia, 6 p.m.,

FS1

South Carolina at Alabama, 6 p.m., ESPN
App State at NC State, 6:30 p.m., ESPNU
Arizona at Wash. State, 6:30 p.m., CBS
Oregon at USC, 6:30 p.m., NBC
Texas A&M at LSU, 6:30 p.m., ACCN
Troy at Utah State, 6:30 p.m., CBSSN
Missouri at Mississippi State, 6:45 p.m.,

SECN

Missouri State at SMU, 8 p.m., ACCN
Rice at Fresno State, 9 p.m., CW
Air Force at Nevada, 9:30 p.m., FS1
Georgia Tech at Stanford, 9:30 p.m.,

ESPN
Northern Arizona at Montana State, 9:30

p.m., ESPN2
Minnesota at Washington, 10 p.m., FOX

THE LINE
(as of Monday)

Thursday
FAVORITE TODAY O/U UNDERDOG
Liberty 2½ 52½ at CSTL CAROLINA

Friday
Army 3 48½ at TEMPLE
Navy 7 51½ at UAB
at INDIANA 21 49½ Northwestern
Clemson 1½ 50½ at CAL

Saturday
at UTSA 13 57½ Colorado State
Virginia Tech 14 48½ at BOSTON COLLEGE
UNLV 13½ 52½ at AKRON
at OHIO STATE 27½ 53½ Illinois
at TEXAS TECH 34½ 54½ Sam Houston
Texas 5½ 55½ at TENNESSEE
at KENT STATE 3½ 50½ Ball State
at LOUISVILLE 12½ 58½ Wake Forest
at BAYLOR 10 55½ Colorado
at KENTUCKY 20½ 54½ South Alabama
UCLA 1½ 57½ at MARYLAND
Notre Dame 28 57½ at PURDUE
at GEORGIA STATE 10 56½ Northern Illinois
Hawaii 3 45½ at WYOMING
at MICHIGAN 5½ 37½ Iowa
TCU 3 48½ at UCF
at FLORIDA 3½ 61½ Ole Miss
at GEORGIA 14 44½ Oklahoma
Utah 7½ 48½ at IOWA STATE
Boise State 7½ 48½ at WESTERN MICH.
Houston 18½ 56½ at GA. SOUTHERN
at AUBURN 9½ 55½ Vanderbilt
Nebraska 5½ 48½ at MICHIGAN STATE
at PENN STATE 9½ 44½ Wisconsin
South Florida 17½ 48½ at BOWLING GREEN
at VIRGINIA 19½ 52½ Delaware
at MIAMI (Fla.) 41½ 53½ Central Michigan
at ALABAMA 12½ 54½ South Carolina
at WEST VIRGINIA 1½ 60½ Oklahoma State
at JACKSONVILLE STATE 7 51½ Middle Tennessee
at ARKANSAS STATE 5½ 52½ Kennesaw State
at TULANE 18½ 51½ Southern Miss
Kansas State 6½ 55½ at CINCINNATI
at LSU 9½ 52½ Texas A&M
at N.C. STATE 14 55½ Appalachian State
Oregon 3 62½ at USC
at UTAH STATE 3 48½ Troy
Arizona 10½ 48½ at WASH. STATE
at MISSISSIPPI STATE 6½ 58½ Missouri
at ARKANSAS 7 51½ Tulsa
at SMU 34½ 59½ Missouri State
Oregon State 10½ 54½ at UTEP
at FRESNO STATE 13½ 44½ Rice
Air Force 5½ 50½ at NEVADA
Georgia Tech 3½ 48½ at STANFORD
at WASHINGTON 10 46½ Minnesota

Texas orange, according to the odds, will have a
brighter day than Tennessee orange on Saturday.
[ERIC GAY/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

Rylon Dillard-Allen and the Washington Huskies will be going late into the night when they host the
Minnesota Golden Gophers on Saturday. [LINDSEY WASSON/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

GAMES ON TV

TOP 25 SCHEDULE
Friday
No. 5 Indiana (3-0) vs. Northwestern (2-0), 7
p.m.
Saturday
No. 1 Texas (3-0) at No. 14 Tennessee (3-0), 11
a.m.
No. 2 Georgia (3-0) vs. Oklahoma (2-1), 1:30
p.m.
No. 3 Notre Dame (3-0) at Purdue (1-2), 1 p.m.
No. 4 Mississippi (3-0) at No. 21 Florida (3-0),
2:30 p.m.

No. 6 Miami (3-0) vs. Cent. Michigan (2-1), 5:30
p.m.
No. 7 Ohio St. (2-1) vs. Illinois (2-1), 11 a.m.
No. 8 Alabama (3-0) vs. South Carolina (2-1), 6
p.m.
No. 10 LSU (2-1) vs. No. 23 Texas A&M (2-1),
6:30 p.m.
No. 11 Texas Tech (3-0) vs. Sam Houston St.
(1-2), 11 a.m.
No. 12 Southern Cal (4-0) vs. No. 20 Oregon
(2-1), 6:30 p.m.

No. 13 Penn St. (3-0) vs. Wisconsin (2-1), 4 p.m.
No. 15 Utah (3-0) at Iowa St. (2-1), 2:30 p.m.
No. 16 Louisville (2-1) vs. Wake Forest (2-1), 11
a.m.
No. 17 Iowa (3-0) at No. 18 Michigan (3-0), 2:30
p.m.
No. 19 Missouri (3-0) at No. 24 Mississippi St.
(3-0), 6:45 p.m.
No. 22 SMU (2-1) vs. Missouri St. (1-2), 8 p.m.
No. 25 Houston (2-1) at Georgia Southern (1-2),
3 p.m.
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COLUMN

Hogs’ slop also ominous sign for sport
By Doug Segrest
For GameDay

In aweekwhere LaneKiffinwas hum-
bled, Vanderbilt was gift-wrapped a
miracle andKentucky dominated a Top
10 foe on the road, the biggest sign of
where college football stands came from
a familiar outpost of the Southeastern
Conference.
Georgia and Arkansas opened SEC

play in Fayetteville,where suspensewas
so nonexistent that Kirby Smart had his
team running drills during breaks in the
action.
Few were around to boo. Arkansas

fans sent a loud message by staying
away.
The Razorbacks have lost 12 straight

SEC games, dating to 2024. Even with
new coach Ryan Silverfield, the empty
seats reflected frustration not with the
rookie leader, but with an administra-
tion that fans believe undersells the
program’s potential.
Just a day earlier, the Arkansas board

of trustees voted to review “the state
of competitiveness,” including steps
needed to reverse the program’s for-
tunes. But the message in the stands is
onewe’re likely to seemore often in the
coming weeks.
Fans have had enough. Soon, players

may, too.
College football is in an unlimited

financial arms race, and even histori-
cally successful schools are struggling
to keep pace. Don’t be surprised if some
notable roster departures occur before
the season ends because financial prom-
ises made during recruitment aren’t
being kept.
On the field, Ole Miss schooled LSU

before a fever-pitched crowd still seek-
ing revenge after Kiffin bolted prior to
last year’s postseason. Alabama got its
own revenge against Florida State. And
on The Plains, the coach Auburn fans
had atop their wish list, Jon Sumrall,
outdueled the coach they landed, Alex
Golesh.
But the theme of this season is chaos

— and that’s exactly what unfolded in
Music City.
All N.C. State needed to do to beat

Vanderbilt was run out the final seconds
or take a safety. Instead, the Commo-
dores forced a fumble in the end zone

and covered it for the game-winning
touchdown with one second left.

Best games this week
• Texas at Tennessee (11 a.m., ABC):

Vol For Life PeytonManning returns to
campus — this time to root for nephew
Arch and Texas. The Longhorns are
right where they expected, but a sur-
prisingly potent Tennessee offense
makes this an early showdown towatch.
TV rating: 5 stars.
• Ole Miss at Florida (2:30 p.m., ABC):

Both teams comeoff emotionalwins and
due for a letdown, but Florida has the
advantage of The Swamp to keep the
Gators focused. It won’t matter. TV
rating: 5 stars.

• Texas A&M at LSU (6:30 p.m., ABC):
Both the Aggies and Tigers are coming
off stunning losses. LSU still looks
CFP-bound, and Tiger Stadium should
be electric. TV rating: 5 stars.
• Vanderbilt at Auburn (3:15 p.m.,
SEC Network): Auburn has the edge
in quarterback experience, but Jared
Curtis is coming of ageweekly. This is a
must-win for the Tigers before embark-
ing on the scariest October in recent
memory. TV rating: 4 stars.
• Missouri at Mississippi State (6:45
p.m., SEC Network):Who had this cir-
cled a month ago? Now it’s a battle of
underrated unbeatens. Will the SEC’s
true dark horse please step forward? TV
rating: 4 stars.

• South Carolina at Alabama (6 p.m.,
ESPN): The Gamecocks’ combo of
LaNorris Sellers andDylan Stewart has
made heavily favored Alabama teams
sweat before. Can they start fast again
before the Tide responds? TV rating: 3
stars.
• Oklahoma at Georgia (2:30 p.m.,
ESPN): Georgia hasn’t been tested yet.
With Oklahoma’s dismal offensive
showing, the Dawgs may have to wait
anotherweek for a real grade. TV rating:
3 stars.

Doug Segrest, who covered college
football for 28 years for numerous
newspapers in Alabama and Tennessee,
is a freelance columnist.

Arkansas fans have been voicing their displeasure with the Razorbacks and school administration with their absence, including last week against Geor-
gia. [MICHAEL WOODS/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]
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South Carolina
at Alabama
When:6 p.m. Saturday
Records:SouthCarolina (2-1, 0-1 SEC),

Alabama (3-0, 1-0)
TV/radio: ESPN/FM-93.9, FM 97.7,

AM-920
The series:Alabama leads 15-3.

Four-down territory
1. Slow motion: Two weeks in a row,

Alabama’s offense has failed to start off
on the right foot. Poor clock manage-
ment, penalties and failure to execute
plagued theTideoffense in the first quar-
ter against Kentucky. Against Florida
State, the defense struggled and allowed
21 points before Bama fans got settled in
their seats from the long weather delay.
That lack of focus will prove significant
against LSU, Georgia or Tennessee. It’s
a situation that isn’t lost on head coach
Kalen DeBoer. “We obviously have to
start faster,” he said. “Two games in a
rownowwherewe findourselves behind.
Probably different scenarios onhow that
happened, but nonetheless we’ve got to
do a better job of coming out the gates.”
2. You again: It’s hard for CrimsonTide

players to forgetwhatLaNorrisSellersdid
tothemlastseason.Herushedfor67yards
anda touchdownandpassed for222yards
witha touchdown.Alabamaescapedwith
a win but had no answer for Sellers. The
good news for Alabama is South Caro-
lina took a step backward after a loss to
Mississippi State. The Gamecocks blew
a 16-0 first-quarter lead and allowed 41
points over the next three quarters in the
loss. Sellers wasn’t stellar, throwing two
second-half interceptions and taking
three sacks, but he’s still a threat against
an Alabama defense that got torched for
36 points by Florida State.
3. That’s more like it:Through the first

three games, Alabama has averaged 210
rushing yards. Through the first three
games of last season, the Tide aver-
aged 123. That’s a significant jump in

production and an improvement Ala-
bamawill take. The revamped offensive
line has made the difference. Transfers
Jayvin James (Mississippi State) and
RacinDelgatty (CalPoly), first-year start-
ersWilliams Sanders and Jackson Lloyd,
along with veteran Mike Carroll, have
been the key so far. Blocking from tight
ends Josh Ford andDanny Lewis Jr. have
also been a heavy part of the run game
success.
4. Sorry about that: Earlier this week,

offensive coordinatorRyanGrubb called
out Bama fans in the FSU game. “We
had some boobirds,” he said. “I told the
guys, ‘Shoot, if you’d have quit as fast as
some of your fans, (crap), we wouldn’t
have won that game.’” Alabama trailed
21-6 at one point but rebounded, scored
44 more points and won. Grubb said,
“I should have worded my statement
today more carefully. This is a special
place with an incredible fanbase that all
of us are thankful for. … I look forward
tomoving on andgiving everyone some-
thing to cheer about.”

Key matchup
Alabama DL Devan Thompkins vs. South
Carolina DL Dylan Stewart
Thompkins leads the Tide with three

sacks, whichmatches his total from last
season at Southern Cal. Stewart missed
the start of the season with an injury,
but the preseason All-SEC selection is
expected to play Saturday.

Player of the week
WR Lotzeir Brooks
Brooks is a solid No. 2 receiver behind

Ryan Coleman-Williams. He is starting
to find his rhythmwith QB Keelon Rus-
sell, and thatwill help theTide be an elite
receiving corps.

By the numbers
3: For the third time in school

history, Alabama has scored 45
or more points in its first three
games.
7: Alabama has forced seven turn-

overs (five interceptions, two fumbles),
which leads the SEC and ranks sixth in
the country.
9: Tide opponents are 9-of-38 on

third-down conversions. Eight of those
came from FSU last week.
16: The last time South Carolina

beat Alabama was 16 years ago when
Steve Spurrier was head coach for the
Gamecocks.

Prediction
Alabama 42, South Carolina 24
It’s hard to find fault in an offense that

scores nearly 50 points per game, but just
imagine howmany points Alabama could
score if it didn’t struggle out of the gate
every game. South Carolina comes into
Tuscaloosa reeling from a big loss and
lookingforanswers.So is theTidedefense.
What happened between the first two
gamesthatsawlightsoutperformancesand
lastweek’s abysmal showing is amystery.

—EdwinStanton

380 Seville St., Florence (next to Kohl’s)
256-767-6389 • www.woodfloorstore.net

“North Alabama’s #1 Full Service Flooring Store”
61

11
19

-1
is Youris Your ALABAMAALABAMA &&
AUBURNAUBURN Headquarters!Headquarters!

701901-1

SHOPSHOP
NOW!NOW!

Alabama receiver Lotzeir Brooks will try to reel in another victory Saturday against South Carolina.
[VASHA HUNT/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]
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Vanderbilt at Auburn
When:3:15 p.m. Saturday
Records:Vanderbilt (3-0, 0-0 SEC),

Auburn (2-1, 0-1)
TV/radio:SEC/FM-94.9, FM 100.3
The series:Vanderbilt leads 23-22-1.

Four-down territory
1. Going backward: The results are

hard to ignore. Running back Jeremiah
Cobb had just 12 carries for 53 yards to
quarterback Byrum Brown’s 21 carries
for 27 yards against Baylor.When Cobb
and Omar Mabson II took the bulk of
the load inWeek 2, Auburn ran for 343
yards. Auburn defaulted back to Brown
taking control against Florida, which
resulted in just nine carries for Cobb
and 102 total rushing yards. Someof the
issues are Brown not going through his
progressions quick enough and opting
to run. “There is more work to be done
there andhe’s grinding and trying to get
better,” Auburn offensive coordinator
Joel Gordon said.
2. Take control: Vanderbilt’s defense

has been steady through three games,
holding opponents to 22 points and just
over 100yards rushing per game.That’s
a point of emphasis because ofAuburn’s
inconsistency in the running game and
with maintaining momentum. “Defen-
sively, theypresent a tonof challenges,”
headcoachAlexGolesh said. “They try to
dictate the flowof the game, and they’ve
done that here through these first three
weeks. It’ll be a big challenge for us to,
one, be ready for as much pressure as
they bring and the multiplicity of what
they dodefensively. And thenwe’ve got
to go findways togoget first downs early
in the game.”
3. Quick fix: Amajor concern Auburn

needs toaddress is eliminatingsacks.The
Tigers gave up seven to Florida, which
brings the early season total to 13. A big
reason for allowing seven to the Gators
wasAuburnbeing forced to abandon the
run and close the gap of a 41-24 deficit.
Still, the responsibility lies with the
offensive line, and Auburn is searching
for the right group. “We’re continuing
to plug there, and youwant to be settled
and you want to feel like you’ve got it,
butwe’re continue towork toget thebest
five in there,” Golesh said. “We’ve got
to be able to run it better. We’ve got to
be able to protect better.We got to play
more in sync.”

4. Un-Tiger like: Despite the poor
record the past few years, the one con-
stant for the Tigerswas solid defense. In
the first two games this season, Auburn
allowed an average of 12 points per
game. Last season, 11 of 12 opponents
averaged 18 points. So, what happened
against Florida,which scored 44. “I can
give you some coach talk about fighting
and all that. The expectation, I under-
stand it, is towin that gamehere, andwe
didn’t,” Golesh said. “Of note, Vander-
bilt was the one opponent last season
that scored the most against Auburn
with 45 points.

Key matchup
Auburn WR Keshaun Singleton vs.
Vanderbilt WR Junior Sherrill
Singleton has stepped up to be the big

leader in a talented receiving corps. He
leads the Tigers with 230 yards on 17

receptions with one touchdown. Sher-
rill is a top returning starter for Vandy
who leads the team with 272 yards and
two touchdowns.

Player of the week
LB Elijah Melendez
With 10 tackles last week, Melendez

hasbecomeabig-time leader forAuburn.
He leads the team in tackles (29), tackles
for loss (6) and sacks (2). He’s also got
three pass breakups.

By the numbers
7: Vanderbilt has allowed just one

touchdown in the third quarter. Auburn
has three touchdowns in the third.
87: Auburn is 87-8-4 in homecoming

games, including 34 straight dating to
1992.
6: Auburn has not won a conference

home game since 2024. The Tigers

are winless in their last six SEC home
games.
101:ByrumBrown leads all active FBS

players in total touchdowns responsible
for with 101 in his career (66 passing, 33
rushing, two receiving).

Prediction
Auburn 38, Vanderbilt 21
Auburn stopped a Baylor two-point

conversion by an inch a couple weeks
ago, while Vanderbilt got a miracle
fumble recovery in the end zone as time
expired to beatN.C. State.What kind of
crazy finish will we see at Jordan-Hare
Stadium this week? Auburn has to be
bitter about losing to Florida and should
come out fired up to take on Vandy. If
not, it could be trouble for Alex Golesh
and his plans to turn things around.

—Edwin Stanton

Auburn receiver Keshaun Singleton, who has one touchdown among his 17 catches this season, and the Tigers take on Vanderbilt on Saturday. [STEW
MILNE/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

TECNAVIA



 [CROPPDFINORIG]

crop = 10 15 10 15





GAMEDAY | Thursday, September 24, 2026 G7

Western Illinois at UNA
When: 3 p.m. Saturday
Records: UNA (2-2), Western Illinois

(2-2)
TV: ESPN+
The series:UNA leads 1-0.

Four-down territory
1. Turn the page: The opener at Bank

Independent Stadium was a monu-
mental game for North Alabama, and
the win should have been celebrated
last Saturday night. But as defensive
lineman Jyheam Ingram and offensive
guard Collin Wright said in the post-
game press conference, the focus has to
shift toWestern Illinois. The $65million
stadium is still fresh, but business still
has to be conducted in it onSaturday for
theLions toachieveawinning record this
late in the season for the first time since
2018. Last week’s win will certainly be
one for the history books, but it’s not
time to look back on it fondly just yet.
2. Ground and pound: The Leather-

necks come in with a top 25 rushing
attack, averaging 191 yards per game.
Quarterback Kennedy McGill is their
leading rusher, averaging 71.2 yards,
along with three running backs averag-
ing 114.7 yards by committee. The 5.3
yards per carry and nine total rushing
touchdowns through four games mark
a potent dimension toWestern Illinois’
offense. The Leathernecks also allow
129 yards per game, while UNA rushes
for 137.3 on3.8 yardsper attempt.UNA’s
defense allows just 95.5 rushing yards
per game, which is top 10 in the nation.
Theproverbial good-on-goodwill be on
display when the UNA defense goes up
against theWestern Illinois offense, but
the Lions will need to find a way to run
the ball as well.
3. To blitz or not to blitz? Thematchup

with the Leathernecks andMcGill pro-
vides an interesting dilemma for UNA
defensive coordinator Clint Bowen.
McGill has shownhismobility and shifti-
ness through four games, averaging 4.8
yards per rush and only being sacked
twice, which is tied for sixth nation-
ally. While he’s still throwing for 180
yards per game and completing 72%
of his throws and is top 20 nationally
in efficiency at 157.91, you can’t allow
him to sit in the pocket and make easy
throws. But blitzing can get you out of
run fits and gap schemes, allowing for

a scrambler to really hurt you. Bowen
will have to be unpredictable in his call-
ing to throwMcGill andWestern Illinois
uncomfortable.
4. Move the chains: The majority of

the offensive numbers for UNA are
just fine. QB Destin Wade is averaging
225 yards passing per game with five
touchdowns and just one interception,
and the offense as a whole is averaging
362.8 yards. Some tempowas instituted
lastweek to getWade, and the unit, into
a rhythm, and it seemed to work when
used. But the Lions have been getting
behind the sticks at times, leading to
an inability to sustain drives, and are
somewhat reliant on big plays. Against
aWestern Illinois team that ranks third
in the country in passing yards allowed
at just 117 per game, explosive playsmay
not be as accessible. UNA will have to
stay on track in down-and-distance and

put together long drives by takingwhat
the Leathernecks give them.

Key matchup
UNA WRs vs. Western Illinois DBs
Although it’s produced just two inter-

ceptions, the Leathernecks secondary
is one of the country’s stoutest, allow-
ing just a 50% completion rate through
four games and just 40% in its two FCS
games.UNAreceiverswill need to create
space andwin some one-on-ones.

Players of the week
LBs Fred Vili and Tango McCauley Jr.
UNA’s twopreseason all-UnitedAth-

letic Conference defenders will have
their hands full with McGill this week,
asQB runwill be an emphasis forBowen.
They’ll likely be asked to spy or commit
to run fits at times, and they’ll need to
tackle efficiently.

By the numbers
244.8: Total offensive yards per game

allowedbyWestern Illinois,which ranks
fifth nationally.
472: Receiving yards this season for

UNA receiver Xavier Johnson, which is
themost in the country.
41%: The Leathernecks’ defensive

third-downpercentage. Ranking69th in
the nation, UNAwill be able to convert
some, especially if manageable.

Prediction
Western Illinois 31, UNA 27
The Leathernecks’ FCS results are a

mixed bag, with a 41-10 loss to Illinois
State and a 59-2 win over Morehead
State, so what exactly to expect is
unclear. ContainingMcGill could prove
difficult, and whether UNAwill be able
to keepupoffensivelywill determine the
result.

Western Illinois quarterback Kennedy McGill accounted for 345 total yards and five touchdowns in last week’s win over Morehead State, earning him
co-OVC player of the week. [WESTERN ILLINOIS ATHLETICS]
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Texas at Tennessee
When: 11 a.m. Saturday
Records:No. 1 Texas (3-0, 0-0 SEC),

No. 14 Tennessee (3-0, 0-0)
TV/radio:ABC/FM-97.9, AM-1340
The series:Texas leads 2-1.

Four-down territory
1. Family first: Texas quarterback

Arch Manning comes to Knoxville and
Neyland Stadium for the first time in
his career. It’s where his NFL Hall of
Fame uncle Peyton Manning became
a star, and a place where he hopes to
leave victorious. His uncle hopes so,
too. “I love my university and my
alma mater,” Peyton said. “I root for
them unconditionally, but nothing’s
more important to me than my family.
When you have a nephew playing, I pull
very hard for him every Saturday. It’s
a no-brainer.”
2. Stay calm:Themedia circus comes

to townwith this weekend’s matchup.
ESPNCollege GameDay is in town, and
with it comes the spotlight and atten-
tion. It’s actually the second GameDay
experience of the season for Texas in
just threeweeks. “At the end of the day,
it’s the beginning of conference play,”
Tennessee coach Josh Heupel said.
“You’ve got to understand the qual-
ity of the opponent that you’re getting
ready to play. Saturday will be electric
in the stadium. But it comes down to
winning each day, your preparation and
practicing the rightway to give yourself
a chance.”
3. Texan tough:TheTexas offense isn’t

the only dangerous group the Vols have
to worry about. The Longhorn defense
is quietly having a strong start, allow-
ing just 12 points, just over 100 rushing
yards and 287 total yards per game. The
Longhorns also have five takeaways.
“Their personnel gives them a lot of
freedom to do a lot of different things
from pressure to coverage to rota-
tions,” Heupel said. “So you get into
conference play, you knowyou’re going
to see something that’s not on film, too.
You’ve got to be able to adjust.”
4. Turn it up to 11: The atmosphere in

Knoxville will obviously be chaotic and
frenziedwithNo. 1 Texas on the sched-
ule. Just like when Ohio State visited
the Longhorns twoweeks ago, and just
like when LSU and Lane Kiffin brought
the drama toOleMiss, the home crowds

were noisy and eager to make life dif-
ficult for the visitors. They did. Both
visiting teams lost. Texas coach Steve
Sarkisian is aware of the effectiveness
of a motivated crowd. “We’re going
into what I consider the loudest sta-
dium in the country,” he said.

Key matchup
Tennessee QB Faizon Brandon vs. Texas
QB Arch Manning
The Vols’ true freshman QB has

looked poised through his first three
gameswith 552 yards passing (six TDs),
137 yards rushing (three TDs) and no
interceptions. Manning is living up to
his namesake, and theHeisman Trophy
hype this season with 664 passing
yards with seven touchdowns.

Player of the week
Tennessee DB Jeremiah Telander
The ball will be flying all over the field

and defense will be a key to victory.
Telander has one interception with two
pass breakups, but keep an eye onTexas’
Graceson Littleton. He also has a pick
with twobreakups,waswell as a fumble
recovery.

By the numbers
2: Tennessee is 2-17 vs. teams ranked

No. 1 in the AP poll and Coaches poll.
3:Opponents havemanagedonly three

offensive touchdowns against the Vols,
who allow just 14 points per game.
13: Tennessee is third in FBS and

second in the SEC with 13 sacks. LSU
leads the SEC and is tied with Virginia

Tech for best in the country with 14.
58: Tennessee and Texas face off for

the first time in 58 years. All three pre-
viousmatchupswere in theCottonBowl.

Prediction
Texas 28, Tennessee 17
It’s the first big test forTennessee, and

whata test it is. It’snot amust-wingame
for the Vols, but they can make a huge
statementwithawin.For that tohappen,
FaizonBrandonhas tostepupandbenear
perfect, a tall task for a true freshman in
thebiggestgameofhisyoungcareer.The
defense won’t shut down Texas com-
pletely but must limit the damage and
keep theVols in the game.

—Edwin Stanton

Tennessee linebacker Jeremiah Telander and the Vols hope to have Texas pleading for mercy Saturday. [JOHN AMIS/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]
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Sumrall questions Gators as favorites
By Mark Long
The Associated Press

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Florida’s Jon
Sumrall, like most coaches, welcomes
asmuch externalmotivation as possible.
He’s not getting any help from odds-

makers this week.
The 21st-ranked Gators (3-0, 1-0

SoutheasternConference) are 3½-point
favorites against No. 4 Ole Miss (3-0,
1-0) ahead of Saturday’s game at Flor-
ida Field. The line opened at 1½ and
has sincemovedmore toward the home
team.
“Who’s got us favored against these

guys?” Sumrall askedMonday.
Everyone in Vegas.
“There’s a lot of gooddrugs out there,

huh?” Sumrall quipped.
The Rebels, behind dynamic quarter-

back Trinidad Chambliss and speedy
receiver Deuce Alexander, have qual-
ity wins against then-No. 16 Louisville
in their opener in Nashville and against
then-No. 7 LSU at home last Saturday.
F lor ida , meanwhi le , handled

overmatched Florida Atlantic and
lower-division Campbell before win-
ning a shootout at Auburn. The 44-39
victory on the Plains landed Florida in
the AP Top 25 for just the second time
in three years.
“I did talk to our team about rankings

inWeek 4mean nothing,” Sumrall said.
“Nobodyposts anythingup in the build-
ing about this year’s team and where
you’re ranked inWeek4.Nobody cares.
“And the pats on the back you’re get-

ting? If yougoout and lay an egg, they’re
going to be the same hands hitting you
in the back— and they’re going to have
a knife.”
Florida is 3-0 for the first time since

2019, and the team’s 162 points rank
fourth in programhistory through three
games.The only years better: 1913, 1994
and 2007.
“It’ll definitely be a good test because

it’s easy to block out negative noise, ‘I
don’twant to hear that,’” defensive end
JaydenWoods said. “But once you hear
thepraise and thepositivenoise, it’s easy
to want to listen to it and let that come
in. But it’s just as important to block that
out.”
The Gators haven’t beaten a top-five

team since then-No. 3 Ole Miss visited
the Swamp in 2015. Florida rolled in that
one, overwhelming Chad Kelly and the

Rebels 38-10 early in coach Jim McEl-
wain’s tenure.
TheRebelswere favoredby6½in that

one.
It’s more surprising that they are

underdogs this week, especially after
Florida gave upway toomany explosive
plays against theTigers andwere flagged
16 times for 138 yards.
The line hasmore to dowith the game

being in Gainesville, where the Gators
have played well recently despite

finishing with four losing seasons in
the last five years. They have victories
against five ranked teams at home over
the last four years: knocking off Utah
and South Carolina in 2022, Tennessee
in 2023, OleMiss in 2024 and Texas last
season.
“We may get added points in Vegas

for home-field advantage, like more
than normal,” Sumrall said. “It’s a spe-
cial place.… I fully expect our fanbase to
be ready to go and create asmuch havoc

as they possibly can andmake it a tough
place toplaywhenweplaybig games like
this one.”
Sumrall made it clear to his players

that “if we play like we did last week or
the previous week — really any of the
weeks we played so far this year — we
will not win Saturday. No chance.”
Oddsmakers see it differently, at least

for now.
“Nobody everwins a gameonpaper,”

Florida receiver Vernell Brown III said.

Vernell Brown III and the Florida Gators, though 17 spots behind Ole Miss in the national rankings, are favored against the Rebels. [ETHAN CARUSO/

FLORIDA ATHLETICS]
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Chambliss: Beating Kiffinmeantmore
By Chris Burrows
The Associated Press

OXFORD, Miss. — After leading Ole
Miss to a victory over LSUandhis coach
from last season,TrinidadChambliss felt
more emotion than he would normally
experienceduring a regular-seasongame
—and thepolishedquarterbackpunctu-
ated it with a rare on-camera profanity.
“It meant more than other games,”

said Chambliss, who finished 33-of-48
passing for 363 yards with two touch-
downs and an interception in Ole Miss’
32-24 win over LSU and former coach
Lane Kiffin last weekend. “I’m finally
glad we got that one out of the way
because emotions were really high for
this game.”
Chambliss concluded his post-

game interview with ESPN by yelling
the common Ole Miss refrain, “Hotty
Toddy,” butwith an expletivemixed in.
In his postgame news conference,

Chambliss apologized for “letting my
emotions get away fromme. I said some-
thing I’m really sorry for. I apologize to
everybody.”
The Rebels built a 24-7 halftime

lead behind Chambliss, but the Tigers
responded with 17 straight points to
tie it. Chambliss then led a 13-play,
75-yard drive, ending it with a 14-yard
touchdown run when he dashed to the
end zone on a sweep from the shotgun
formation.
Chambliss connected on 6 of 8 passes

on the decisive march, which included
a fourth-down conversion. Ole Miss
tacked on a 2-point conversion after
Chambliss’ TD for an eight-point lead.
Wide receiver Traylon Ray was con-

fident that Chambliss would lead his
team to the end zone when LSU seemed
to have all themomentum.
“He’s magic. Trinidad is magic,” said

Ray, who had seven receptions for 115
yards. “Everybody can see it.”
TheTigers had a chance to tie itwith a

touchdown and a 2-pointer, but Jaylon
Braxton intercepted a deflected pass
in the end zone to end LSU’s chances,
givingOleMiss awinover the coachwho
leftOxford on anLSU-charteredprivate
jet lastNovember as theRebels prepared
for the College Football Playoff.
Chambliss, meanwhile, entered the

season as one of the most prominent
names in college football after he took
the NCAA to court to secure a final
season of eligibility.

Chambliss dominated the first half
Saturday night, throwing for 248 yards,
including touchdowns toDeuceAlexan-
der and Ray. The Rebels scored on four
consecutivepossessionsbeforehalftime.
But in the second half, they endured
three straight emptydrives that included
an interception.
Kiffinwasn’t surprised byChambliss’

hot start.
“Wehad softer looks earlydefensively.

He had guys that made plays for him
too,” Kiffin said. “We walked into a
storm. Trinidadwas on fire early.”
TheTigers’ defensewas tougher after

the break.
“Ididn’t playmybestball in the second

half. Nothing is perfect. I wasn’t com-
fortable in the pocket,” Chambliss said.
“There are ups and downs in a game but
the key to that last drivewasnot playing
timid and playing free.”

Chambliss saidhe flashed a look across
to the LSU sideline in Kiffin’s direction
after he gaveOleMiss the fourth-quarter
lead.
“I did look, but I didn’t see him and

I didn’t get a chance to speak with him
after the game,” Chambliss said. “This
one meant a whole lot. We feel like the
whole nation disrespects us in com-
parison to LSU. But at Ole Miss there’s
a whole lot here that people don’t see.”

Ole Miss quarterback Trinidad Chambliss bolstered his Heisman credentials with his performance against LSU. [ROGELIO V. SOLIS/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]
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Jackson surprise option for Ohio State
By Marcus Hartman
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio— Ja’Kobi Jackson
arrived atOhio Statewithoutmuch fan-
fare over the winter.
Head coach Ryan Day brought in a

larger-than-usual (forOhioState) trans-
fer classwith players at just about every
position, and Jackson was projected
more likely to be third string behind
sophomore Isaiah West than to push
returning 1,000-yard rusher Bo Jackson
for No. 1 carries.
Nonetheless, Ja’Kobi Jackson is second

on the team in carries (21) and rushing
yards (150) after three games, and the
Florida transfer leads seventh-ranked
Ohio State in yards per carry (7.1) and
touchdown runs (four) — just like he
expected.
“Yes, sir, it’s definitely what I envi-

sioned, and hopefully the role can
continue to grow,” he said Tuesday.
That comes with its pros and cons,

though, andTuesday afternoonbrought
one of the latter as the senior fielded
questions from the media about why
Ohio State is 79th in the nation in rush-
ing yards per game (158.7) and struggling
to produce big plays on the ground.
“All our film sessions are tough, but,

yeah, this onehada littlemorekick to it,”
Ja’Kobi Jackson said. “I would just say
that’s what you expect when you come
to the Ohio State University.
“Our coaches are harping on us about

(about) doing the little things right and
being able to read the blocks and press
the holes, so that’s just what we got to
continue to do.”
The road to Columbus was long for

Jackson, who spent three seasons at
CoahomaCommunityCollege inClarks-
dale, Mississippi, after graduating from
Pensacola (Florida)CatholicHighSchool
in 2020.
He spent three seasons at Florida but

was never the feature back, amassing
122 carries for 607 yards for the Gators
before sustaining a season-ending injury
last fall that allowedhim toget amedical
redshirt for onemore year of eligibility.
AtOhio State, he has shownanose for

the end zone, picking his way through
traffic for a touchdown in the first quar-
ter at Texas in aWeek 2 loss and bulling
in from a yard out last week against the
Golden Flashes.
The latter came on a second attempt

after he tripped over a teammate’s foot.
“Yeah, it’s just life,” Jackson said.

“You got to just get right back up, and
I was glad that coach was able to let me
run it in the next play.”
Though it had a happy ending, the

sequence also served to represent the
Ohio State running game overall so far
this season: The job got done, but not as
efficiently as possible.
Overall, Day said he wants to see all

the backs “run angry” this week when
Illinois comes to town for the Big Ten
opener for both teams.
“I thought we had some really good

big holes in the (Kent State) game, and
those should have been explosive plays
and they weren’t, but those guys know
that,” Day said. “They’re challenged.
They own it, so we’ve got to have a
good week of practice, and we’ve got to
make surewe’repracticing someof those

situations.Not thatwehaven’t done it. It
was a huge emphasis in the offseason, so
it needs to showuphere against Illinois.”
That sounded like something the 219-

poundJacksonwasnotafraid toembrace.
“Running angry really just looks like

not being tackled one-on-one in the
open field andmaking the first guymiss
— not being tackled by the first guy,”
Jackson said. “That’s what I would say
running angrywould be.”

Ohio State running back Ja’Kobi Jackson, a transfer from Florida, is averaging over 7 yards per carry for the Buckeyes. [JAY LAPRETE/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]
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RedRaiders make on-field Big 12 noise
By John Marshall
The Associated Press

No. 11TexasTech is 3-0 for the second
straight season, something theRedRaid-
ershaven’tdonesincea three-season run
13 years ago.
This season has a different vibe than

last year’s run to the College Football
Playoff.
“We don’t look the same, but we’re

3-0,” Texas Tech coach Joey McGuire
said.
Last season, the Red Raiders domi-

nated behind one of the nation’s best
defenses, winning their first six games
by at least 24 points, then sixmore by at
least 22points following a loss atArizona
State. Texas Tech ended upwinning the
Big 12 championship andwent to theCFP
for the first time.
This year’s start has been a bitmore of

a grind, in part because the Red Raiders
had a school-recordnineplayers drafted
in the NFL, including six on defense.
They also went through an offseason
drama with transfer quarterback Bren-
dan Sorsby, who eventually gave up his
eligibility fight.
Texas Tech had trouble finishing

drives in an openingwin againstAbilene
Christian of the Football Championship
Subdivision and was losing on the road
against Oregon State before rallying for
a 35-24win.
The Red Raiders stretched their home

winning streak to 10 games with a Big
12-opening 28-26winoverNo. 25Hous-
ton, but gaveup a touchdown in the final
minute and had to stop the Cougars on
a potential tying two-point conversion.
“Just because you had an awesome

season last year, that’s supposed to be
the same, but we’re still working and
getting better every day,” Texas Tech
defensive tackle A.J. Holmes said. “So
just because it’s startingoff a little rocky,
don’t mean it’s going to end that way.”
Texas Tech’s start has it tied atop the

Big 12 standingswith five other teams at
3-0andevery school in the league except
Kansas (1-2) has a winning record.
That would seemingly set up a season

of parity, but not everywinning team (so
far) is created equal.
No. 9 BYU (3-0, 1-0 Big 12) has been

solid to start the season behind a stingy
defense and the running of LJMartin.
Martin’s return with quarterback

Bear Bachmeier gave the Cougars one
of the best 1-2 punches in the Big 12 and

they’ve lived up to the billing. Martin is
averaging 109.3 yards per game and has
scored three touchdowns.Bachmeier has
throw for642yards and sixTDswithone
interception.
BYU is 3-0 for the fourth straight

season.
No. 15 Utah (3-0) swept its noncon-

ference schedule for the fourth straight
season by outscoring opponents 142-
24, but hasn’t exactly faced the stiffest

competition. The Utes blew out Idaho
inMorgan Scalley’s first game as coach,
beat Arkansas by 33 and crushed Utah
State last week.
Utah gets its first big test of the season

on Saturday against Iowa State, which
has a pair of lopsided wins sandwiched
around a three-point loss to rival No. 17
Iowa.
Kansas State (3-0) opened the season

with twoconvincingwins, buthadahard

time shaking Tulane in a 31-20 victory
lastweek.TheWildcatswill face another
undefeated teamonSaturday inCincin-
nati,whichhad itsownshareofproblems
lastweek, rallying froma 21-point half-
time deficit to beatMiami (Ohio) 35-31.
Houston (2-1, 0-1) had somedefensive

issues—376yardspassing— in anopen-
ingwin againstOregonState, but rallied
late againstTexasTechbefore falling just
short on the failed 2-point conversion.

Texas Tech running back J’Koby Williams and the Red Raiders, after some summer drama, have delivered so far this season. [LYDIA ELY/THE ASSOCIATED

PRESS]
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Under Belichick, UNC squirms in turmoil
By Eddie Pells
The Associated Press

Until the stormcame, therewasa sense
thatmaybe all the frustration, investiga-
tions, turmoil and awkward headlines
were starting to beworth it.
Bill Belichick andNorthCarolinawere

beating one of their conference’s mar-
quee opponents. A 3-0 record looked
possible. Maybe, just maybe, the spot-
light’s glarewas about to shift toward the
conference’s other celebrity coach,Dabo
Swinney of Clemson, whose future is a
growing topic of speculation.
But the stormpassed last Saturday and

Clemson outscored the Tar Heels by 10
points over the final eightminutes towin
28-20.NorthCarolina fell to 2-1, Belich-
ick to 6-9 in a season-plus in charge.
This question, once again, felt as

relevant as ever: Is Belichick and the
considerable baggage he brought with
him a price worth paying to make foot-
ball matter on Tobacco Road?
“I’m just focused on the Clemson

game. It just ended 10minutes ago,” the
coachsaid in response topostgameques-
tion about an investigation that has led
to the resignations of his son, defensive
coordinatorSteveBelichick, andhis gen-
eral manager,Michael Lombardi.
Only three days earlier, the 74-year-

old coachaddressed aWall Street Journal
reporter’s question about another issue
atNorthCarolina that gets tons of trac-
tion: Whether Belichick’s 25-year-old
girlfriend, Jordon Hudson, who has
helped Belichick manage his off-field
schedule, has any say on what goes on
in the program.
“Theway the storywas pickedupwas

a longway from that,” he said of reports
that Hudson was pulling strings. “Like,
‘She’s trying tobe thegeneralmanagerof
the team,’ and it’s so ridiculous.”
Also making news was Hudson’s

request to university officials this year
for records related to journalist Pablo
Torre’s podcast episode claiming she
hadbeenbanned fromthe football facili-
ties. UNC said Hudson was welcome
at the facilities. Torre has stood by his
reporting.
All that has made for good tabloid

fodder. More troubling are the circum-
stances that led to the departures of
Lombardi and Belichick’s son over the
past three weeks.
Both resignations came in the wake

of a wide-ranging investigation into

the football program that, according to
a school statement, “determined that
certain actions demonstrated a disre-
gard forCarolina’s values and standards
of conduct.”
The investigators have been notably

vague about specifics. Among the infor-
mation they have confirmed is that they
looked into allegations tied to drugs,
relationships and NCAA issues, though
they did not divulge who those allega-
tions were tied to. They also SAY the
actions that led to their findings were
“isolated in scope and not a systemic
failure.”
While the suspensions and the inves-

tigationmay fall short of an indictment
ofBelichick and theprogramhe runs, the
headlines still reflect somethingdifferent
fromwhat Lombardi promisedwhen he
arrived at Chapel Hill and reunitedwith

Belichick.
“Weconsider ourselves the 33rd (NFL)

teambecause everybodywho’s involved
with our program has had some form or
aspect in pro football,” Lombardi said
then, in a statement that drew love, hate
and that is destined to stick toBelichick’s
résuméatUNCnomatterhowthings end
up.
Belichick’s relatively late arrival in the

2025 recruitingprocess didnothing to fill
in the talent gap between the Tar Heels
and the rest of theACC in the first year of
his tenure. It includedmoredouble-digit
losses (five) thanwins (four).
Carolina’s 2026 recruiting class was

considered solid, not overwhelming.
A handful of estimates project the Tar
Heels spent between $20million and$25
million on their roster, putting them in
the middle of the pack in the ACC, but

still only about half of what the league’s
best team spends atMiami.
“We’ve just got to keep working and

keep getting better, which we are,”
Belichick said.
North Carolina, which has one more

national title in basketball (six) than it
has ACC titles in football, has been on
a roller coaster since the school’s board
of trustees engineered the firing ofMack
Brownanda search that brought theNFL
lifer to campus on a five-year, $50mil-
lion contract.
Not long after Belichick’s arrival, and

with much less fanfare, the UNC uni-
versity system temporarily suspended
trustees’ authority over athletics.
According to a memo from the system
president, itwasdetermined the trustees

SEE BELICHICK, G14

Bill Belichick has a 6-9 record at North Carolina following last weekend’s loss at Clemson. [JACOB KUPFERMAN/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]
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PICKS
PANEL MATT

ST. CHARLES
STACY
LONG

DEANGELO
MCDANIEL

RENITA
JIMMAR

SIRVELL
CARTER

CALEB
SUGGS

GREGG
DEWALT

AMY
BEARD

South Carolina at Alabama
Vanderbilt at Auburn
Texas at Tennessee
Western Illinois at North Alabama
Ole Miss at Florida
Tulsa at Arkansas
Iowa at Michigan
Clemson at California
Oklahoma State at West Virginia
Georgia Tech at Stanford

Alabama
Auburn
Texas
Western Carolina
Ole Miss
Tulsa
Iowa
California
Oklahoma State
Stanford

Alabama
Auburn
Texas
Western Illinois
Florida
Arkansas
Michigan
Clemson
West Virginia
Georgia Tech

Alabama
Auburn
Tennessee
UNA
Ole Miss
Arkansas
Michigan
California
West Virginia
Georgia Tech

Alabama
Auburn
Texas
UNA
Florida
Arkansas
Michigan
Clemson
West Virginia
Georgia Tech

Alabama
Auburn
Texas
UNA
Florida
Arkansas
Michigan
California
West Virginia
Georgia Tech

Alabama
Auburn
Texas
UNA
Florida
Arkansas
Michigan
Clemson
Oklahoma State
Georgia Tech

Alabama
Auburn
Tennessee
Western Illinois
Florida
Tulsa
Iowa
California
West Virginia
Stanford

Alabama
Auburn
Texas
UNA
Ole Miss
Tulsa
Iowa
California
Oklahoma State
Georgia Tech

Last week
Season record

9-1
27-3

8-2
26-4

9-1
25-5

9-1
23--7

7-3
22-8

4-6
21-9

6-4
20-10

4-6
16-14

“appear to act independently of their
campus’s administration in matters
squarelywithin the responsibility of the
chancellor.”
That presumably included personnel

decisions regarding the football pro-
gram. The person most responsible for
luring Belichick to North Carolina was
the then-chair of the board of trustees,
John Preyer, who in January resigned
his position about sixmonths before his
termwas set to expire.
A documentary by Raleigh’s WRAL-

TV called “Coaching Carolina: The
Belichick Way,” explored Preyer’s key
role in the coach’s hiring, along with
the struggles that kept North Carolina
football in the headlines throughout his
opening year.
“I find it hard to believe that a great

teacher of football is not going to succeed
at the college level,” Preyer said in the
documentary. “And if I’mwrong, what
the hell? If I’mwrong, screw you all. All
right? I mean, I tried. Why can’t we be
great in football?”
For now. the Tar Heels get a week to

regroupbefore facing aNotreDame team
onOct. 3 that will be heavily favored.
“Obviously everybody’s responsible,

includingme, for doing thingsproperly,”
Belichick said after Lombardi’s resigna-
tion. “Andwe intend to do that.”

BELICHICK
From Page G13

North Carolina coach Bill Belichick and the Tar Heels have faced more off-field issues since beating TCU in their season opener. [PETER MORRISON/THE

ASSOCIATED PRESS]
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(Through Sept. 19 games)

American Conference
Conference All Games
WL PF PA W L PF PA

South Florida 1 0 28 24 3 0 106 50
FAU 1 0 38 30 2 1 75 106
Army 0 1 24 28 1 1 83 31
Navy 0 1 30 38 1 1 72 53
Tulsa 0 0 0 0 3 0 89 27
Memphis 0 0 0 0 3 1 134 104
UTSA 0 0 0 0 2 1 82 72
East Carolina 0 0 0 0 1 2 54 92
North Texas 0 0 0 0 1 2 95 107
Rice 0 0 0 0 1 2 52 83
Temple 0 0 0 0 1 2 95 90
Tulane 0 0 0 0 1 2 51 72
UAB 0 0 0 0 1 2 63 83
Charlotte 0 0 0 0 0 3 71 110

Atlantic Coast Conference
Conference All Games
WL PF PA W L PF PA

Miami 2 0 78 26 3 0 155 33
Duke 1 0 35 7 3 0 83 37
Pittsburgh 1 0 27 13 3 0 98 34
California 1 0 21 18 2 1 94 70
Clemson 1 0 28 20 2 1 60 78
Louisville 1 0 41 31 2 1 138 85
Virginia 1 0 34 8 2 1 120 49
SMU 1 1 58 65 2 1 114 75
North Carolina 0 1 20 28 2 1 70 41
Wake Forest 0 1 20 33 2 1 96 85
Florida St. 0 1 24 27 1 2 94 94
NC State 0 1 8 34 1 2 112 69
Stanford 0 2 13 80 1 2 50 107
Syracuse 0 2 31 48 1 2 97 51
Virginia Tech 0 0 0 0 3 0 152 50
Boston College 0 0 0 0 2 1 65 71
Georgia Tech 0 0 0 0 1 2 81 70

Big 12 Conference
Conference All Games
WL PF PA W L PF PA

BYU 1 0 28 17 3 0 132 47
Texas Tech 1 0 28 26 3 0 96 60
Arizona St. 1 0 24 17 2 1 114 72
Arizona 0 1 17 28 2 1 94 52
Houston 0 1 26 28 2 1 136 54
Kansas 0 1 17 24 1 2 89 68
Cincinnati 0 0 0 0 3 0 131 56
Kansas St. 0 0 0 0 3 0 136 30
Utah 0 0 0 0 3 0 142 24
West Virginia 0 0 0 0 3 0 121 58
Baylor 0 0 0 0 2 1 96 39
Colorado 0 0 0 0 2 1 73 75
Iowa St. 0 0 0 0 2 1 106 33
Oklahoma St. 0 0 0 0 2 1 108 55
TCU 0 0 0 0 2 1 104 29
UCF 0 0 0 0 2 1 124 48

Big Sky Conference
Conference All Games
WL PF PA W L PF PA

Montana 2 0 63 35 3 1 125 97
N. Arizona 2 0 69 50 3 1 114 113
Montana St. 1 0 54 0 4 0 160 61
UC Davis 1 0 31 24 3 1 135 104
Cal Poly 1 0 38 34 2 2 117 119
Weber St. 1 1 72 76 2 2 142 148
S. Utah 1 1 68 70 1 3 118 156
E. Washington 0 1 27 34 1 3 100 147
N. Colorado 0 1 29 30 1 3 88 106
Idaho 0 1 34 38 0 4 104 168
Portland St. 0 1 24 31 0 4 67 215
Utah Tech 0 3 37 124 0 4 44 187
Idaho St. 0 0 0 0 3 0 126 44

Big Ten Conference
Conference All Games
WL PF PA W L PF PA

Southern Cal 1 0 42 35 4 0 172 91
UCLA 1 0 52 38 3 0 125 72
Purdue 0 1 38 52 1 2 118 109
Rutgers 0 1 35 42 0 3 77 107
Indiana 0 0 0 0 3 0 145 16
Iowa 0 0 0 0 3 0 111 13
Michigan 0 0 0 0 3 0 82 39
Nebraska 0 0 0 0 3 0 139 35
Penn St. 0 0 0 0 3 0 127 22
Washington 0 0 0 0 3 0 88 40
Northwestern 0 0 0 0 2 0 75 25
Illinois 0 0 0 0 2 1 117 64
Maryland 0 0 0 0 2 1 126 49
Michigan St. 0 0 0 0 2 1 75 54
Minnesota 0 0 0 0 2 1 113 52
Ohio St. 0 0 0 0 2 1 138 30
Oregon 0 0 0 0 2 1 149 66
Wisconsin 0 0 0 0 2 1 103 60

Coastal Athletic Association
Conference All Games
WL PF PA W L PF PA

Bryant 1 0 31 3 3 1 79 82
Campbell 1 0 42 14 3 1 122 122
Monmouth (N.J.) 2 0 59 44 2 2 87 131
Stony Brook 1 0 56 24 2 2 143 138
Maine 1 0 21 18 1 3 54 118
Elon 1 1 34 52 3 1 114 59
Albany (N.Y.) 1 1 48 42 2 2 100 76
Rhode Island 1 1 55 66 2 2 103 111
Hampton 0 1 3 31 1 3 69 135
New Hampshire 0 1 14 28 1 3 66 160
NC A&T 0 1 14 42 0 4 53 148
Sacred Heart 0 2 45 55 0 3 55 92
Towson 0 1 18 21 0 4 68 149

Conference USA
Delaware 0 0 0 0 2 1 90 56
Liberty 0 0 0 0 2 1 88 58
Middle Tenn. 0 0 0 0 2 1 91 62
Jacksonville St. 0 0 0 0 2 2 114 96
FIU 0 0 0 0 1 2 52 55
Kennesaw St. 0 0 0 0 1 2 73 73
Missouri St. 0 0 0 0 1 2 72 94
New Mexico St. 0 0 0 0 1 2 87 77
Sam Houston St. 0 0 0 0 1 2 97 47
W. Kentucky 0 0 0 0 0 3 34 157

Ivy League
Brown 0 0 0 0 1 0 17 10
Columbia 0 0 0 0 1 0 40 34
Harvard 0 0 0 0 1 0 31 7
Penn 0 0 0 0 1 0 20 7
Yale 0 0 0 0 1 0 38 28
Cornell 0 0 0 0 0 1 7 20
Dartmouth 0 0 0 0 0 1 20 24
Princeton 0 0 0 0 0 1 14 21

Mid-American Conference
Conference All Games
WL PF PA W L PF PA

E. Michigan 1 0 28 17 1 3 66 133
Sacramento St. 0 1 17 28 1 3 82 108
UMass 0 0 0 0 3 0 110 45
Cent. Michigan 0 0 0 0 2 1 44 58
Toledo 0 0 0 0 2 1 132 88
W. Michigan 0 0 0 0 2 1 89 48
Akron 0 0 0 0 1 2 68 89
Ball St. 0 0 0 0 1 2 59 124
Buffalo 0 0 0 0 1 2 54 105
Kent St. 0 0 0 0 1 2 39 131
Miami (Ohio) 0 0 0 0 1 2 90 101
Ohio 0 0 0 0 1 2 86 117
Bowling Green 0 0 0 0 0 3 27 131

Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference
Conference All Games

S.C. State 0 0 0 0 4 0 204 30
Morgan St. 0 0 0 0 3 1 120 103
Delaware St. 0 0 0 0 2 2 94 121
N.C. Central 0 0 0 0 2 2 107 114
Norfolk St. 0 0 0 0 2 2 111 111
Howard 0 0 0 0 1 2 52 107

Missouri Valley
Conference All Games
WL PF PA W L PF PA

S. Dakota St. 1 0 27 20 3 1 172 75
Youngstown St. 0 1 20 27 2 2 146 95
Illinois St. 0 0 0 0 4 0 194 47
North Dakota 0 0 0 0 3 1 158 104
South Dakota 0 0 0 0 3 1 162 104
Indiana St. 0 0 0 0 2 2 121 118
S. Illinois 0 0 0 0 2 2 97 120
N. Iowa 0 0 0 0 1 2 80 103
Murray St. 0 0 0 0 1 3 55 143

Mountain West Conference
Conference All Games
WL PF PA W L PF PA

N. Dakota St. 1 0 38 32 4 0 140 49
UNLV 1 0 21 6 1 2 48 77
Air Force 0 1 32 38 1 1 66 38
Hawaii 0 1 6 21 1 2 62 77
New Mexico 0 0 0 0 2 1 114 28
San Jose St. 0 0 0 0 2 2 93 109
Nevada 0 0 0 0 1 2 76 61
UTEP 0 0 0 0 1 2 68 113
Wyoming 0 0 0 0 1 2 44 72
N. Illinois 0 0 0 0 0 3 41 110

Northeast Conference
Conference All Games
WL PF PA W L PF PA

Robert Morris 1 0 28 7 2 1 67 61
Stonehill 1 0 21 3 1 3 76 105
New Haven 0 1 3 21 1 3 49 116
Wagner 0 1 7 28 1 3 48 171
Mercyhurst 0 0 0 0 1 3 80 184
CCSU 0 0 0 0 0 3 60 157
Duquesne 0 0 0 0 0 3 20 152
LIU Brooklyn 0 0 0 0 0 4 56 148

Ohio Valley Conference
Conference All Games
WL PF PA W L PF PA

L’wood (Mo.) 1 0 20 17 1 2 66 101
Chas. Southern 0 1 17 20 2 2 108 71
SE Missouri 0 0 0 0 2 2 80 102
W. Illinois 0 0 0 0 2 2 143 93
E. Illinois 0 0 0 0 1 3 83 164
Gardner-Webb 0 0 0 0 1 3 97 96
Tennessee St. 0 0 0 0 1 3 59 145
UT Martin 0 0 0 0 1 3 94 140

Pac-12 Conference
Conference All Games
WL PF PA W L PF PA

Boise St. 0 0 0 0 2 1 103 78
Colorado St. 0 0 0 0 2 1 116 78
Fresno St. 0 0 0 0 2 1 75 52
Oregon St. 0 0 0 0 1 2 96 85
San Diego St. 0 0 0 0 1 2 76 74
Texas State 0 0 0 0 1 2 82 125
Washington St. 0 0 0 0 1 2 65 65
Utah St. 0 0 0 0 0 3 31 78

Patriot League
Conference All Games
WL PF PA W L PF PA

Lehigh 3 0 124 44 4 0 148 64
Colgate 2 0 59 24 3 1 89 44
Richmond 2 0 59 35 3 1 87 129
Villanova 1 1 49 51 2 2 82 126
Fordham 1 1 66 51 1 3 73 134
William & Mary 1 2 82 128 2 2 104 143
Bucknell 0 2 30 52 1 3 51 75
Georgetown 0 2 35 69 0 2 35 69
Holy Cross 0 2 20 70 0 4 55 153
Lafayette 0 0 0 0 1 2 54 105

Pioneer League
Dayton 0 0 0 0 3 0 90 41
Butler 0 0 0 0 3 1 150 94
St.Thomas(Minn.) 0 0 0 0 3 1 125 111
Davidson 0 0 0 0 2 2 90 117
Marist 0 0 0 0 1 2 57 53
Presbyterian 0 0 0 0 1 2 64 157
San Diego 0 0 0 0 1 2 72 143
Valparaiso 0 0 0 0 1 2 93 79
Morehead St. 0 0 0 0 1 3 124 188
Stetson 0 0 0 0 1 3 77 168
Drake 0 0 0 0 0 3 59 139

Southeastern Conference
Conference All Games
WL PF PA W L PF PA

Alabama 1 0 45 17 3 0 143 63
Florida 1 0 44 39 3 0 162 63
Georgia 1 0 45 17 3 0 178 40
Mississippi 1 0 32 24 3 0 114 71
Mississippi St. 1 0 41 34 3 0 141 60
Kentucky 1 1 48 66 2 1 93 79
Auburn 0 1 39 44 2 1 99 68
LSU 0 1 24 32 2 1 120 56
South Carolina 0 1 34 41 2 1 136 50
Texas A&M 0 1 21 31 2 1 119 51
Arkansas 0 1 17 45 1 2 58 102
Missouri 0 0 0 0 3 0 119 52
Tennessee 0 0 0 0 3 0 143 42
Texas 0 0 0 0 3 0 113 36
Vanderbilt 0 0 0 0 3 0 98 66
Oklahoma 0 0 0 0 2 1 75 23

Southern Conference
Conference All Games
WL PF PA W L PF PA

Tennessee Tech 2 0 69 28 3 0 107 42
Furman 1 0 20 13 2 2 66 92
Chattanooga 1 1 50 31 2 2 91 63
Wofford 1 1 49 55 2 2 81 104
Mercer 0 1 13 20 2 2 109 82
The Citadel 0 1 14 42 1 2 77 109
Samford 0 1 19 45 0 3 47 89
ETSU 0 0 0 0 2 2 123 125
W. Carolina 0 0 0 0 2 2 132 125
VMI 0 0 0 0 0 4 40 152

Southland Conference
S.F. Austin 2 0 82 34 4 0 139 51
Incarnate Word 1 0 30 23 2 1 134 75
Nicholls 1 0 31 28 2 2 78 168
Houston Chr. 1 1 57 58 2 2 148 89
UT RGV 1 1 55 41 2 2 115 86
East Texas A&M 1 1 45 58 1 3 60 123
SE Louisiana 0 1 28 34 2 2 110 133
Northwestern St. 0 1 14 38 0 4 77 209
McNeese St. 0 2 37 65 1 3 113 92
Lamar 0 0 0 0 2 1 51 69

Southwestern Athletic
East
Alabama St. 1 0 30 17 2 1 81 51
Jackson St. 0 0 0 0 3 0 133 45
Alabama A&M 0 0 0 0 3 1 137 60
Beth.-Cookman 0 0 0 0 2 1 111 94
Florida A&M 0 0 0 0 1 3 66 144
MVSU 0 0 0 0 1 3 47 137
West
Alcorn St. 1 0 53 51 2 2 132 145
Prairie View 1 0 52 14 1 3 95 138
Ark.-Pine Bluff 0 1 51 53 2 2 141 157
Southern U. 0 1 17 30 2 2 107 153
Texas Southern 0 1 14 52 1 2 66 133
Grambling St. 0 0 0 0 2 1 104 96

Sun Belt Conference
East
Appalachian St. 0 0 0 0 3 0 108 48
James Madison 0 0 0 0 3 0 133 29
Georgia St. 0 0 0 0 2 1 120 71
Marshall 0 0 0 0 2 1 58 95
Coastal Carolina 0 0 0 0 1 2 83 60
Ga. Southern 0 0 0 0 1 2 65 53
Old Dominion 0 0 0 0 1 2 69 74
West
La.-Lafayette 0 0 0 0 2 1 89 70
South Alabama 0 0 0 0 2 1 104 78
Troy 0 0 0 0 2 1 75 65
Arkansas St. 0 0 0 0 1 2 83 80
Louisiana Tech 0 0 0 0 1 2 113 87
Southern Miss. 0 0 0 0 1 2 77 94
La.-Monroe 0 0 0 0 0 3 68 126

United Athletic Conference
Conference All Games
WL PF PA W L PF PA

Austin Peay 1 0 38 16 3 1 145 68
West Florida 1 1 58 52 2 1 92 83
Cent. Arkansas 0 1 14 42 2 2 118 113
Tarleton St. 0 0 0 0 4 0 141 87
North Alabama 0 0 0 0 2 2 99 91
Abilene Christian 0 0 0 0 1 3 72 119
E. Kentucky 0 0 0 0 1 3 64 128
West Georgia 0 0 0 0 0 4 44 158

Independents
All Games
W L PF PA

Notre Dame 3 0 120 23
UConn 2 1 118 65
Chicago State 1 3 133 140
Merrimack 1 3 57 135

COLLEGE STANDINGS

The Penn State Nittany Lions can flex as one of nine Big Ten teams that remains unbeaten. [BARRY REEGER/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]
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