
Owners of property in Hardin County’s  
cities pay tax rates ranging from a low of  
$27.69 to a high of $42.35. Rates are applied  
per $1,000 of a property’s taxable valuation.
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Rural cities,  
schools balance 
services, taxes
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI
skonrad@iafal ls .com

T
he owner of a rural Buck-
eye Township house val-
ued at $100,000 will pay 
about $1,100 less in prop-

erty taxes over the next year than 
the owner of a house worth the 
same amount in Eldora. The dif-
ference between those rates — 
and the rates that other Hardin 
County property owners pay — 
illustrates the struggle local gov-
ernments face as they try to fund 
the services residents have come 
to expect, while dealing with the 
repercussions of shrinking rural 
population.

A comparison of this year’s 
tax rates for Hardin County’s cit-
ies and rural areas shows a spread 

from the lowest tax rate in the 
county — $21.92 in a portion of 
Buckeye Township — to the high-
est, which is $42.35 in Eldora. 
Throughout Hardin County, rural 
property owners pay lower taxes 
than their in-town counterparts. 
The highest rural taxes in Hardin 
County are in Providence Town-
ship, at $26.84, versus the lowest 
city taxes, which are $27.69 in the 
town of Buckeye.

A number of factors affect 
property tax rates, from the kinds 
of services offered by a local gov-
ernment, to the amount of state 
aid that’s provided to school dis-
tricts. The most significant of 
those factors, says Iowa State Uni-
versity economist Dave Swenson, is 
property development and demand.

“The general problem with 
rural economies is an absence of 
straight-forward investment and 
an absence of market level appre-
ciation,” said Swenson. Towns that 
don’t see new construction, build-

ing improvements, or demand for 
housing, lose property value over 
time. As the value of property in 
a town or county declines, so does 
the amount of money that taxing 
entities like cities, schools and the 
county can get from the same tax 
rate. “So therefore it forces local 
governments either to cut ser-
vices, or to raise the tax rates,” 
Swenson said.

In Eldora, where the tax rate 
ranks 67th among 942 Iowa towns, 
according to the Iowa Department 
of Management, the city is still ex-
pected to offer the same level of 
services even though population 
has declined in recent decades. In 
1990, the U.S. Census showed a 
population of 3,039 people. Today, 
estimates put it closer to 2,732.

“Back then we had 25 full-

BY MATTHEW REZAB
mrezab@iafal ls .com

B illionaire and Democratic 
presidential candidate Tom 
Steyer made his case to 

about 25 people at The River Tap 
in Iowa Falls on Friday.

Steyer didn’t officially jump 
into the crowded field of Demo-
crats until early last month, and 
now he’s playing catch-up. He’s 
pledged to spend $100 million to 
dethrone President Donald Trump. 
And he’s making a bet that people 
will be more receptive to another 
businessman rather than a lifelong 
politician. One of his tent pole is-
sues is climate change.

“I’ve said I would declare a 
state of emergency on day one,” 
Steyer said. “People keep saying 
this is an emergency and what are 
you going to do about it? We’re go-
ing to talk about it. We’re not going 
to wait until we have 60 votes in 
the Senate.”

Steyer told the attendees eating 
lunch that he has a three-pronged 
approach to combating climate 
change. First, he would declare a 
state of emergency. Next, domes-
tically he would organize a grass-
roots campaign to help understand 

how to best effect change in in-
dividual communities at the local 
level. Lastly, he would collaborate 
with the rest of the world to bring 
them along with the U.S.

Steyer said to get other nations 
to join the cause it has to be in 
their best interest.

“If you look at what we can do 
in terms of cost per kilowatt hour, 
in terms of renewables we can 
dominate any fossil fuels,” he said. 
“It’s absolutely crazy for them to be 
doing more expensive energy.

“If you look globally at who’s 
going to pay the cost first and most 
painfully for climate change - India 
and China. A third of their water 
comes from the Himalayas. There 
will be no snow on Mt. Everest in 
the year 2100. Think about having 
1.3 billion people in your country 
where you’re drawing down the 
ground water at an increasing rate. 
You’re losing a third of your water 
from snow melt. What are you go-
ing to do?”

Marian Kuper, secretary of the 
Hardin County Democrats, said cli-
mate change is becoming one of 
her top issues when deciding who 
to support. Steyer called Trump a 
“reality show businessman” and 

About tax rates
Owners of property in Iowa pay taxes based on the 

assessed value of a property, which is set by a county 
assessor. Taxes are applied to the “taxable” portion 
of the value, which is 56 percent of a residential 
property’s value. The owner of a house whose assessed 
value is $100,000, for example, would pay taxes on 
$56,000 of the value. In Iowa Falls, where the tax rate 
is $37.72 per $1,000 of taxable valuation, the taxes on a 
$100,000 house would be about $2,140 this year.

Look online to find a full list of 
2018 Hardin County tax rates.

Steyer talks climate change in Iowa Falls

Dedication held  
near Alden Dam
BY JUSTIN ITES  |  i tes@iafal ls .com

M erlin Clock touched many 
people during his life, and the 
late founder of Circle C Ro-

deo Productions and the Circle C Rodeo 
Association was back in the spotlight 
during a special reunion event at the 
Alden City Park on Saturday.

The Association held a reunion head-
lined by a special dedication of a stone 
and bench made in honor of Clock, who 
passed away in November 2016.

Clock’s widow, Kim Brocka, said the 
4-foot-by-2-foot rock was originally 
placed on the east side of the shelter 
house on the Circle C Grounds.

Brocka said she spent countless 
hours fishing with Clock near the Al-

den Dam, and thought it would be a 
perfect new location for the rock (di-
rectly west of the old Alden Fire De-
partment building).

“We wanted to dedicate a rock, that 
was dedicated to Merlin on Memorial 
Day of 2016, for all of his work in the 
rodeo industry and what he meant to 
the community. This provides a loca-
tion for those who loved him to come 
and honor him,” Brocka said.

Landscaping work was performed by 
ML Landscaping of Clear Lake, and a 
lighted flag pole was placed behind the 
rock, as well as a bench made in honor 
of the Circle C founder. Pete Emerson 
donated the dirt for the project, and Al-
den Public Works officials also assisted.

The Association also credited Alden 
Council member Janaan Harding with 
helping find a spot for the memorial.

Following the rock dedication, a 

potluck meal, games and karaoke were 
enjoyed by Circle C supporters.

“The Circle C Board gave me the 
rock originally, and I wanted it where 
more people could see it. Since we were 
from the town of Alden, I thought this 
would be the perfect spot. We always 
catfished by the Alden Dam, so it made 
sense. I met with the city and picked 
out the spot,” Brocka said. 

Clock’s vision to organize and op-
erate a rodeo came to fruition in 1998, 
when he started Circle C Rodeo Pro-
ductions and the non-profit Circle C 
Rodeo Association. Events were held at 
an arena between Iowa Falls and Alden. 
Following his death in 2016, his estate 
was auctioned off to six buyers.

“It’s visible for people who drive by 
or go on walks to the park. It will give 
me so much pleasure that people have 
the chance to see it,” Brocka said.  n

A large group of friends, family and Circle C members met near the Alden Dam Saturday 
evening to take part in a memorial dedication for the late Merlin Clock. A stone and bench 
were placed in honor of the founder of Circle C Rodeo Productions and the Circle C Rodeo 
Association. Originally placed at the Circle C Rodeo grounds, the rock has been moved to a 
spot near the Alden Dam. The area also includes a new flag pole and bench.

Honoring Merlin Clock

Kuper agreed.
“It’s just so refreshing to have someone 

who is an actual, very successful businessman 
who thinks the way he does,” Kuper said. “He’s 
right, Mr. Trump is more of a TV show, reality 
show businessman. If you look at his business 
livelihood, which he doesn’t want us to look at, 
some say if he’d just invested the money his 
father gave him (in the market) he’d be better 
off than the way he squandered it.”

Iowa Falls Democrat Jon Heitland said he’s 

undecided thus far, but there’s still time to pick 
a candidate. Heitland is worried there’s a lack 
of ideological diversity on the Democratic side 
of things.

“I’ve been involved in these things since 
1972 with (George) McGovern,” Heitland said. 
“Every four years we had three, maybe four 
Democratic contenders. It’s impossible with 20 
to draw a distinction.”

This was Steyer’s first trip to Iowa as a 
presidential candidate.  n
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Businessman and Democratic presidential candidate Tom Steyer speaks with Annie and 
Kenny Kuper during a campaign event at The River Tap in Iowa Falls last week.


