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I
n a year marked by unpre-
dictability, the Iowa Falls 
School District is trying 
to predict the future. Will 

district enrollment increase? 
Will it decrease? Will students 
need lockers? Will they use 
books? What will education look 
like in 20 years? It’s an impos-
sible task, but during a work 
session last week, the school 
board found common ground 
and took the first step forward 
in a single direction.

The Sept. 30 meeting was 
called to discuss the recom-
mendations of a Facilities Study 
Committee that’s been meet-
ing for months to discuss the 
district’s building needs. After 
90 minutes of discussion on 
Wednesday, the board seemed 
to be in agreement: the district 
should build a new elementary 
school for kindergarten through 
fifth grades and it should be 
built on the Iowa Falls-Alden 
High School campus.

The question of what to do 
about the district’s aging build-
ings has been a topic of discus-
sion for months. Last fall, the 
school board was considering a 
renovation to the high school 
band room, but as that project 
(and its price tag) grew to in-
clude an expanded shop and a 
second gym, board members hit 
the brakes.

“We said ‘Wait a minute. If 
we’re going to spend that mon-
ey for the high school students, 
what about everybody else?’” 
school board president Todd 
Bicknese recalled this week.

The district called in a team 
of engineers from Denovo and 
KCL Engineering to evaluate its 
buildings. Their report – pre-
sented in February – pointed 
out obsolete HVAC systems, out-
dated fire alarms and sprinkler 
systems, deteriorating finishes 
and inefficient use of the space. 
All told, the cost of the repairs 
and updates recommended by 
the engineers was estimated at 
nearly $29 million.

So the board began looking 
at other options. The district’s 
two oldest buildings are its el-
ementary schools. Pineview, 
which houses preschool through 
first grade, was built in 1935 
and saw additions in 1955 and 
1999. Rock Run, which is home 
to second through fifth grades, 
was built in 1938. Both are in 
need of major infrastructure up-
grades. Pineview’s heating sys-
tem, in particular, is living on 
borrowed time.

The board created a Facilities 
Study Committee comprised of 
parents, district employees and 
community members to review 

Democrat advocates 
for universal health 
care at NP stop
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J .D. Scholten visited all 39 counties 
in Iowa’s Fourth Congressional dis-
trict at least three times two years 

ago when he was narrowly defeated by 
incumbent Steve King. This year he’s 
trying to hit each town in the district.

The Democrat from Sioux City 
toured Hardin County on Saturday, be-
ginning in New Providence and ending 
at Iowa Falls-Alden High School.

Scholten, who is up against Re-
publican Randy Feenstra of Hull this 
time after Feenstra defeated King in 
June’s primary election, said the two 
most common questions or complaints 
he’s hearing on the campaign trail are 
about health care and agriculture.

“There’s no Republican running for 
federal office that has a (health care) 
plan that I’ve seen... Almost every gas 
station has a donation box,” Schol-
ten said. “The amount of GoFundMes, 
the amount of pancake breakfasts to 

pay for our medical costs. We’re the 
wealthiest nation in the world. We al-
ready, as tax payers, pay the most per 
person. It’s easy how we pay for it. We 
already pay for it.”

Scholten said his goal is universal 
health care and he thinks starting with 
a public option would ultimately lead 
to that goal. 

The 40-year-old former profes-
sional baseball player said he knows 
what he’s up against in a tradition-
ally conservative district, but believes 
there are rural voters who are silent 
and frustrated right now. He also said 
he likes his chances against a different 
opponent this time around.

“I think the two things that you 
see in the contrast between (Feens-
tra) and I. I think we match up bet-
ter against (Feenstra) than we would 
against (Steve) King,” Scholten said. 
“You take King’s controversy aside, 
he’s anti-establishment. This district is 
an arm’s length away from Des Moines 
and an arm’s length away from D.C. 
and I think (voters) appreciate it.”

Selden Spencer, a Democrat run-
ning against incumbent Dave Deyoe in 
Iowa’s 49th state House  district, said 

Pool committee will participate 
in Barlow Challenge
BY BECKY SCHIPPER  |  news@iafal ls .com

Editor’s Note: The Times Citizen is publishing feature 
stories about the three organizations seeking donations 
through the 2020 Barlow Family Foundation Challenge. 
The first story was published on Oct. 3. The third story will 
be published on Oct. 10.

A group of Ackley volunteers wants to make water 
play accessible to the youngest members of the 
community, and they’re hoping a flood of dona-

tions this month will help that happen.
The Ackley Pool Betterment Committee is one of 

three organizations participating in this year’s Barlow 
Family Foundation Challenge. The Foundation is the 
philanthropic arm of Iowa Falls State Bank, and this 
year marks the eighth year of its challenge. From Oct. 
13-27, the participating groups will solicit donations. All 
gifts that match the challenge specifications (donations 
must be from individuals and the donation amount 
must be between $25 and $100) will be matched by the 
Foundation, up to $30,000 for each group. Over the last 
seven years, more than $840,000 has been raised for 
area nonprofit organizations’ projects.

In Ackley, an entire demographic of residents have 
been unable to access the Ackley Municipal Pool’s wading 
pool since it was closed in 2012. The closure was precipi-
tated by problems with the heater and recirculation pump, 
coupled with the realization that even if those things were 
repaired, the wading pool was not ADA compliant.

“Financially, it simply wasn’t feasible to make the re-
pairs at that time, neither could the city afford to bring it 
into compliance,” said former Ackley mayor Erik Graham. 
A small group of individuals, including Graham, dedicat-
ed themselves to addressing the problem and formed the 
Ackley Pool Betterment Committee in response.

Since 2017, the group has hosted several fundraisers 
with the goal of constructing a zero-depth entry wad-
ing pool with splashpad features for the community. 
The cost for the project, from design to completion is 
estimated at $350,000. Of that amount, over $289,000 
has been committed.

The figure includes funds from previous fundraisers, 
grant proceeds and a $200,000 commitment from the 
City of Ackley. Grants have been received from Black 
Hills Energy, GNB Bank, Project 52, Green Belt Bank & 
Trust and MidAmerican Energy.

he’s supporting Scholten because of his 
understanding of rural Iowa.

“I think he has a good hold on funda-
mental problems in this country,” Spencer 
said. “I wish it was easier for people to di-
gest, but I think he has a very fundamental 
hold on agriculture problems in the state.”

Lisa Lawler of New Providence echoed 
Spencer’s remarks.

“(I’m for him) because he’s for the 
farmers, he’s for ag despite what Farm 
Bureau tells the farmers,” she said.

An August poll released by the Mon-
mouth University Polling Institute indi-
cated Feenstra had a 20-point lead at that 
point. In 2018, King also had a fairly wide 
lead, but that margin shrank leading up to 
Election Day.  n
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the engineers’ report, evaluate the 
buildings and discuss the best op-
tions for the future of the school 
district. The committee agreed that 
a new elementary school is needed, 
but it split on where that building 
should be placed. One group fa-
vored building it adjacent to Rock 
Run school; the other group favored 
building it on the Iowa Falls-Alden 
High School campus, with the idea 
that eventually the middle school 
would be rebuilt at the high school 
and the entire district would be on 
one campus.

“It is possible to have one loca-
tion, and the engineers can figure it 
out,” District Superintendent Tony 
Neumann told the board. “They said 

they’ll even work on the traffic flow.”
But even with the board agreed 

on what it wants to see happen in 
the district, that’s not a final plan. 
For one, board members are still 
asking for feedback from the pub-
lic. Another issue is how to pay for 
such a project.

Neumann presented the board 
with a chart laying out the district’s 
funding options. There are funding 
tools that would raise property taxes, 
and others that would not. But it be-
came clear on Wednesday that build-
ing a school will require some kind of 
funding that would affect taxes, and 
it will require a referendum of the 
voters. Board members said they’ve 
heard positive feedback from the 
community, and a willingness to ap-
prove a bond, but such a vote will also 
probably encounter some resistance.

“People I talk to in the communi-
ty, I’m surprised even how many el-
derly people are saying ‘I can’t believe 
we haven’t built a new school yet,’” 
said board member Dave Moore.

Board member Dawn Parker said 
she’s heard much of the same feed-
back, despite the fact that the coro-
navirus pandemic is still spreading 
and still affecting incomes.

Scholten stumps 
in Hardin County

Iowa Falls Board eyes 
new K-5 building

For The 
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I think it’s scary 
to think we’d be 

doing this during this 
time of a pandemic. 
However, I also think 
that they see there’s 
such a need that they’re 
willing to do it.”

DAWN PARKER
IF School Board Member
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J.D. Scholten, a candidate in Iowa’s Fourth Congressional district, toured Hardin 
County on Saturday, and made a stop in New Providence. The Democrat is advo-
cating for universal health care.
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Iowa Falls School 
Board member Chris 
Stauffer (above) 
speaks during a 
special work session 
in late September. The 
board met to discuss 
what it wants to do to 
address the district’s 
building needs. 

Jack Kobe (left) listens 
during a special 
meeting on Sept. 
30. The board is 
considering support of 
a new K-5 building on 
the IFAHS campus.


