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Owner faces 
animal neglect 
charges
BY MATTHEW REZAB
mrezab@iafal ls .com

B
efore Carrie 
A ldr ich and 
her husband 
Rodney Rein-
ertson arrived 

in a wooded area between 
Steamboat Rock and Eldo-
ra last Wednesday, they didn’t 
know what kind of condition Ben 
and BeeBee - a pair of abandoned 
horses - would be in. 

When they got to the horses, 
they found them so hungry they 
had eaten the bark off nearby 
trees. It was obvious to them that 
the situation was not good. Lucki-
ly, Ben and BeeBee weren’t perma-
nently injured, and they’re being 
cared for at Aldrich and Reinert-
son’s animal rescue operation near 
Alden, Lucky Star Rescue and Re-
habilitation.

Aldrich learned of the hors-
es when she was called by Har-
din County Deputy Kourt Nachazel 
on Nov. 13 while Reinertson was 
tending to business away from the 
farm. Nachazel told Aldrich he was 
with two abandoned horses and 
wanted to know if she could take 
them in.

“As soon as Rodney got home, 
I just told him to back up the 
trailer because we’re going,” Al-

drich said. “Of course, it’s never 
optimal conditions. It was snowing 
and wet out.”

The two met with Nachazel af-
ter a couple twisted ankles and a 
quarter-mile walk through a corn-
field, up a ravine, over railroad 

tracks and into the wooded 
area where the horses were 
tied up.

This wasn’t the first 
time Aldrich and Reinert-
son had encountered Ben 
and BeeBee. The animals 
belong to 48-year-old 
Vettre Readout of Steam-
boat Rock. Readout was 
charged with animal ne-
glect - no death or seri-

ous injury on Nov. 13, and 
trespassing in a crop oper-

ation in a separate incident 
involving the two horses on 

Nov. 8.
Readout also has unresolved 

drug and traffic charges pending. 
Aldrich said she’s hopeful that the 
animal neglect charge will allow 
Ben and BeeBee to be adopted by 
a former caretaker. She said pre-
vious neglect complaints against 
Readout had not done any good 
because no formal charges were 
filed. It’s unclear how long the 
horses were tied up in the woods.

“I feel bad we couldn’t do 
more to help these horses in the 
past, but our hands are kind of 
tied until law enforcement is will-
ing to step in and press charges,” 
Aldrich said.

At its core, Lucky Star is a 
non-profit animal rescue and re-
habilitation farm for domesticated 
animals.

“We are a farm animal rescue 
and we also do equine therapy for 
veterans and others with disabili-

Business will add 
jobs, increase 
property value
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI
skonrad@iafal ls .com

I
owa Falls’ new brewery will get 
an $85,000 grant from the city as 
incentive to open and stay here. 

The grant, which was first discussed 
by the Council last month, got unani-
mous approval on Monday night.

Teresa and Willie Lancaster, who 
are part owners of Timbukbrü Brew-
ery in Clarion, are branching out to 
open a second location on their own. 
In September, the couple bought the 
former Ultimate Expressions salon at 
the corner of Washington Avenue and 
River Street. They’ve been renovating 
the vacant building, and are planning 
for a 2020 opening.

The economic development agree-
ment approved Monday will provide 
the couple with an up-front $85,000 
tax increment financing (TIF) grant. In 
exchange, the Lancasters will construct 
an addition to the building, and they’ll 
install a barrel mash tun, a barrel brew 
kettle, a barrel hot liquor tank, three 
barrel fermenters, two barrel serving 
tanks and all related equipment. The 
equipment would be used as collateral 
for the grant. Timbukbrü will be re-
quired to operate for five years before 
the collateral agreement expires.

Before approving the grant on 
Monday, Council members had some 
questions that they said had been 
posed to them by the public. Council 
member Rob Wohlert asked for clar-
ification about the grant and why it’s 
being used.

“To get an up-front TIF grant, or 
any TIF, you have to meet three cri-
teria,” City Manager Jody Anderson 
explained. “You have to create em-
ployment, which they will. You have to 
expand the tax base, which they will. 
And this one you don’t always need, 
but it’s nice to have: you enhance the 
community, make it more business 
friendly so it attracts people to the 
area. They check all three boxes.”

TIF is used to incentivize business-
es to locate or expand operations in an 
area. It does that by directing the tax-
es generated within a TIF district for 
investment in that district. So as the 
Lancasters improve their new building, 
through renovations and an addition, 
their property taxes will increase. That 
increase – or increment – is put back 
into the district to fund more improve-
ments. 

Anderson defended the up-front 
TIF grant to the Lancasters as a tool 
that convinces businesses to choose 
Iowa Falls over other communities.

“We do these occasionally . . . It 
just depends on the particular project 
and how competitive it is,” he said. 
“This was very competitive. We are 
very pleased that Willie and Teresa 
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A
t least 1,100 Eldora residences and businesses 
will be forced to have their sump pumps in-
spected beginning next spring in an effort to 

save money on water treatment.
The pumps will be inspected to determine wheth-

er they are connected to the sanitary sewer line. If 
so, they must be rerouted elsewhere, preferably into 
the storm sewer. Water from the sanitary sewer line 
is routed to the water treatment plant, while storm 
sewer water is not.

The City Council voted 4-1 on Nov. 
12 to hire WHKS & Co. to inspect prop-
erties at an estimated cost of $68,800. 
The theory is that it’s costing the City 
an unknown amount of money — in 
the form of equipment wear and tear, 
man hours and electricity — to treat 
“clean” water.

Eldora Public Works Director Kelly Haskin said he 
believes it’s more efficient for WHKS & Co. to conduct 
the inspections as opposed to his department because 
of experience and logistics.

“Originally, I was hoping we could do it in-house, 
but after five years now it’s not going to happen,” he 
said. “They organize the inspections. They schedule 
the appointments, which is the most difficult thing. 
They do everything.”

T
he City of Iowa Falls is inviting the public to 
participate in a river cleanup this week. Any-
one who wants to help with the cleanup is 

asked to meet at Fitz Riverbend Park on Cedar Street 
at 9 a.m. on Friday, Nov. 22. It will be a volunteer 
group with assistance from some city crews. The 
group will pick up any debris it finds in and along 
the river channel. The river has been lowered this 
month to facilitate work at the hydroelectric dam in 
town. The group will also attempt to cut up some 
of the larger trees in the river to make them easier 
to remove. If you plan to help, you’re asked to call 
ahead to City Hall at 641-648-2527, or just show up 
on Friday morning.  n

Haskin

You Can Lend a Hand
If you want to help Lucky Star 
Rescue and Rehabilitation, 
contact Aldrich and Reinertson 
through their Facebook page, or 
call the farm directly at 641-
640-2259. Donations can also 
be made toward Lucky Star’s 
veterinarian bills with Dr. Garth 
Robinson at Roland Veterinary 
Clinic at 515-388-4360.

Iowa River 
cleanup Friday

chose our community. They had a lot of 
communities vying for their business.”

The Lancasters were in attendance 
at Monday’s meeting, and Teresa spoke 
about the business and their plans.

“We’ve absolutely fallen in love with this 
business,” she said. “Yes, the product that 
we make is beer, but it is so much more 
than beer for us. It’s about connection, it’s 
about community, it’s about showing people 
what they can do within their community 
where they least expect it.”

While the Lancasters will still be 
part-owners of the Timbukbrü location 
in Clarion, they will be the sole owners of 
the Iowa Falls brewery, and they intend to 
be here operating the business.

“We will be here all the time,” she 
said. “Our journey doesn’t stop in Iowa 
Falls. We’re already looking at additional 
locations. Our goal at some point would 
be just to be the face of Timbukbrü. But 
right now we’re feet-on-the-ground and 
we love it.”  n

Eldora Council 
approves sump 

pump inspections

Abandoned horses 
find their Lucky Star

Brewery will get $85K Iowa Falls grant
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Ben the horse stands in a stall at Lucky Star Rescue and Rehabilitation south of Alden last week. Ben and 
another horse, BeeBee, were found tied to a tree in a wooded area south of Steamboat Rock on Nov. 13. 
Lucky Star took the horses in, has had them checked out by a veterinarian and is caring for them.
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The original Timbukbrü brewery is located in Clarion, but a second brewery will 
open next year in Iowa Falls. The brewery’s owners, Teresa and Willie Lancaster, 
will receive a TIF grant to renovate their building at 819 Washington Ave.


