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F
irst responders from through-
out Hardin County deployed 
boats and combed the banks 
of the Iowa River Wednesday 

night in search of a missing kayaker.
Dispatchers received a report of a 

missing kayaker at 8:19 p.m. Hardin 
County Sheriff Dave McDaniel said the 
caller reported the kayaker had last 
been seen more than two hours ear-
lier, stranded on an island in the river.

“He was in a party of three kay-
akers and by the time the other two 
realized he was in duress, the current 
had pushed them downstream enough 
they couldn’t get back to him,” Mc-
Daniel said.

The other two kayakers called 911 
when they reached land and couldn’t 
find the person they’d lost.

Recent heavy rains have raised 
water levels, which made the search 
more challenging. McDaniel, who de-
scribed the river as “turbulent,” said 
rescue boats from the Alden and Iowa 
Falls fire departments and from the 
Hardin County E-Squad were deployed 
in the search, which centered around 
the area of the river east of Alden, 
near highways D15 and D20.

The search ended at around 10 
p.m. when the missing kayaker heard 

As COVID cases increase, 
officials urge vigilance
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI  |  skonrad@iafal ls .com

H
ardin County’s COVID-19 case count rose to 
58 this week, and local public health officials 
issued a reminder to the public that the coro-

navirus is still here, and still infecting people - espe-
cially young people.

“In the last week, a majority of the new pos-
itive cases in Hardin County have been under the 
age of 25,” Hardin County Public Health Coordinator 
Rocky Reents wrote in a press release distributed on 
Tuesday. “While we recognize asking well commu-
nity members to stay home is isolating, the need to 
protect others is greater, especially the most vulner-
able people in our communities, those who are 65 
and older, are immunocompromised, have underly-
ing medical conditions or live in nursing homes and 
long-term care facilities.

“Please know while we may feel ‘over’ the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19), unfortunately, it is not done 
with us.”

Since last Monday, June 15, Hardin County has re-
corded 14 new COVID-19 cases. Of those, one person 
is age 0-17, 12 are age 18-40, and one is 41-60 years 
old. But Hardin County Public Health Nurse Rachel 
Loyd said there are likely many more cases.

“It’s everywhere,” she said of the virus on Tues-
day. “We show 54, but you know there’s so many 
more cases. It’s the people who have no idea they 
have it.”

That’s why, Reents and Loyd said, people are 
asked to limit their contact with others, wash their 

BY MATTHEW REZAB  |  mrezab@iafal ls .com

T
he Eldora Aquatic Center will remained closed 
until at least next summer after the council 
voted 3-2 Tuesday night against opening.

Council members Blake Jones and Aaron Budweg 
voted in favor of reopening the pool.

Councilman Greg Priske, who also heads the 
city’s Parks and Rec Committee, said the combina-
tion of a lack of staff and the potential for safety 
issues brought his committee to recommend the 
closure.

“The big issue for me is the health and safety of 
the citizens,” Priske said. “The bathrooms need to 
be open and need people to clean (them). Someone 
(would be) needed to monitor social distancing.”

Pool Manager Dee Priske (Greg’s wife) told the 
committee and the council she has only one full-
time employee lined up after two informed her they 
would not be joining the staff even if the pool did 
reopen. At least seven more people, including both 
full- and part-timers, would be required to reopen.

Greg Priske said the committee discussed op-
erating the aquatic center on a somewhat limited 
basis.

“We could shut down the slides completely, no con-
cessions and reduce the staff down to a minimum,” he 
said. “But, according to Dee, she still did not feel she 
had enough (staff) to safely operate a pool.”

Earlier this month Dee Priske told the Parks and 
Rec Committee a July 1 open date would be the goal, 
but that would have been impossible logistically 
even if the council approved reopening.

Attorney says RWE 
plan is ‘too abstract,’ 
seeks information
BY JUSTIN ITES  |  i tes@iafal ls .com

O
ne week after approving the 
first reading of an ordinance 
amendment that would dictate 

where commercial wind turbines can 
be built, the Hardin County Board of 
Supervisors halted the second con-
sideration, choosing instead to table 
its decision for two weeks.

During Wednesday’s meeting, the 
board did not speak about reasons 
for tabling the second consider-
ation. Instead, Hardin County Attor-
ney Darrell Meyer elaborated on the 
county’s process.

Meyer said additional com-
ments and information continue to 
be provided to the supervisors. He 
explained that he had reached out 
to an attorney for RWE Renewables 
with hopes of setting up a meeting. 
RWE Renewables has been planning 
to build a 200-megawatt wind farm 
in the county in 2022.

Meyer responded to questions 
from the Times Citizen requesting 
clarification on the new information 
that’s been made available.

“The Iowa Utility Board has 
commenced a ruling making pro-
cess that will impact the future of 
all wind energy conversion develop-
ment in Iowa. The window for public 
comment on those proposed rules 
closed Monday, June 22, 2020. It will 
take me some time to digest the vol-
umes of comments regarding those 
proposed rule changes, which may 
or may not bear on Hardin Coun-
ty’s ordinances,” Meyer said in an 

emergency crews were searching 
for him and he showed up at the 
Iowa Falls Police Department. 
McDaniel said the kayaker had 
managed to get out of the river 
and walk back to Iowa Falls by 
himself.

In addition to the sheriff’s 
office, the Alden, Buckeye and 

Iowa Falls fire departments, and 
the Hardin County E-Squad, Iowa 
Falls EMS and Hardin County 
Emergency Management also re-
sponded to the scene. McDaniel 
said he was pleased the search 
ended on a positive note.

“It was the best outcome we 
can hope for.”  n

email response. “More important-
ly, while the County’s proposed 
amendments are not directed at 
any proposed wind development 
project, RWE’s proposed project 
provides an immediate opportu-
nity to evaluate the amendments, 
especially in terms of the changes 
to setbacks.”

Meyer said the RWE wind 
farm project is currently “too ab-
stract” and only provides gener-
ally defined overall footprints. He 
said the county would like more 
concrete information regarding 
the actual turbine site locations.

RWE Renewables wants to 
construct 84 wind turbines on the 
west edge of the county.

The project has a number of 

supporters and opponents who’ve 
spoken at recent public hearings.

The supervisors approved the 
first consideration of the ordi-
nance during an hour-long public 
hearing last week.

Josh Odom – senior manager 
and project development coordi-
nator for RWE – told the Times 
Citizen he could not shed much 
more light on the company’s 
opinions about the board’s deci-
sion to table the second consider-
ation of the wind energy conver-
sion ordinance.

“RWE is looking forward to 
continued discussion with the 
county stakeholders and the shar-
ing of reliable information and 
data,” Odom said.  n

Loyd: ‘It’s 
everywhere’

Eldora pool will 
remain closed

County delays wind ordinance vote

Missing kayaker 
prompts river search

For more than an hour Wednesday night, first responders stationed 
on the Iowa River’s banks and in three boats on the water searched 
for a kayaker who was reported missing.

First responders from throughout Hardin 
County reported to an area east of Alden 
Wednesday night to search for an Iowa 
River kayaker who was reported missing.
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The second vote on changes to a county ordinance that would gov-
ern where windmills can be built in Hardin County will have to wait 
at least two more weeks. On Wednesday, the county’s board of su-
pervisors tabled the vote until its July 8 meeting. 
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The Eldora Aquatic Center has not opened this 
year, and after a vote of the city council on Tues-
day, it will remain closed, in part because of COVID, 
and in part because there are too few employees.
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