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Dwindling, aging 
membership led to 
decision to dissolve
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI
skonrad@iafal ls .com

I
t’s the end of an era.

The Scenic City Kiwanis — a ser-
vice organization that’s existed in Iowa 

Falls for 53 years — will dissolve at the 
end of this month. The decision, which 
has been described as “bittersweet,” was 
fueled by declining and aging member-
ship.

Club Secretary Sandy Mayes said the 
group started discussing the change this 
spring.

“We hadn’t addressed the gorilla in the 
room for quite a while,” said Mayes. “We 
were still meeting, but you hated to invite 
a speaker when there’s only six people 
there. It just kind of evolved from that. 
Nobody wanted to do it, but they agreed 
it was time to let go.”

The local Kiwanis Club is part of Ki-
wanis International, whose mission is to 
improve the lives of children. When the 
Iowa Falls club started, it was an offshoot 
of the Eldora Kiwanis Club, but as it grew 
in numbers and activities, it became its 
own club. At one point, a second Iowa 
Falls Kiwanis Club — the Daybreakers — 
was formed. Its members met for coffee, 
while the other group had lunch together.

“You look at pictures of old banquets 
and the room is full,” Club President 
Chris Stauffer said of the local Kiwanis’ 
membership in the 1970s and 1980s. To-
day, there are 17 dues-paying members, 
but only half a dozen regularly attend the 
weekly meetings.

Bill Schmidt became a member of the 
Scenic City Kiwanis in 1993, after retiring 
from a career in teaching.

“I enjoyed the fact that Kiwanis is 
dedicated to serving children and has ed-
ucational programs,” Schmidt said. “And 
I got to know a number of people. When 
you retire — particularly from teaching 
— you realize that you have a circle of 
friends that’s rather circumscribed. A club 
gets you out into the community. And it’s 
been a lot of fun.”

Stauffer, an Iowa Falls native who joined 
the club after moving back to town from 
the Des Moines area six years ago, said 
groups like the Kiwanis drew him home.

“There was more of an opportunity to 
get involved,” he said. “Living in Ankeny, 
you could be involved, but you didn’t have as 

Two ECC students 
risked their own  
lives for others
BY MATTHEW REZAB  |  mrezab@iafal ls .com

W
hen a fire broke out in the bow-
els of Thompson Hall dormito-
ry on the Ellsworth Community 

College campus two weeks ago, most res-
idents didn’t take it seriously until 
two classmates came to the rescue.

Sophomores Adriane Kedekein 
and Isaiah Rono were so dedicat-
ed to making sure their classmates 
were safe, both had to be treated at 
Hansen Family Hospital for smoke 
inhalation.

Kedekein was returning to his sec-
ond-floor room after class, while Rono 
was socializing with friends in nearby Wall 
Hall when the fire broke out around 3 p.m. 
on Aug. 28. At first, Kedekein and Rono 
didn’t realize the seriousness of the fire 
that started in a basement storage room 

full of mattresses. A short in an electrical 
outlet ignited dozens of the mattresses.

“We headed to Thompson (Hall) and 
walked in and the building was kind of 
smoky, but we didn’t think it was any-
thing. We just thought somebody was 
burning ramen,” Kedekein, said.

It didn’t take long for Kedekein to no-
tice how much smoke was coming out of a 
vent and realize this was more than some-
one burning food on a hot plate.

“Honestly, I just started scream-
ing, ‘Everyone get out, everyone get 
out,’” Kedekein said. “I’m running 
and I’m telling everyone it’s on fire, 
this is not a drill. I could hear the 
fire alarms going and the doors are 
starting to shut so I’m telling ev-
eryone to get out, get out.”

At the same time, Rono, who was 
across the street at Wall Hall, noticed 
something wasn’t quite right. As a resi-
dent assistant, Rono knew he needed to 
investigate.

“I’m an RA and I know I have a respon-
sibility to the students in my hall,” Rono 

Final Fish Fry
The Scenic City Kiwanis 

Club will host its final fish 
fry on Saturday, Sept. 21, 
at the American Legion Hall 
in Iowa Falls. The meal - 
fish, baked beans, cheesy 
potatoes, dessert, and hot 
and cold drinks - will be 
served from 4 to 7 p.m. 
The cost is $12 for adults, 
and children under 5 eat 
for free. Proceeds from the 
fish fry will be distributed 
to support charitable 
community activities.

Price tag is $1.6M for band, 
vocal room expansion
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI  |  skonrad@iafal ls .com

T
he estimated cost of an Iowa Falls-Alden High 
School music room renovation has grown by 
50 percent since it was first discussed seven 

months ago. And while no one disagrees that the im-
provements and expansion are needed, it’s going to 
take some creativity to fully fund the project.

Updated drawings of the proposed redesign of 
the band and vocal music rooms were presented to 
the Iowa Falls School Board during a Monday eve-
ning meeting. The price tag of $1.678 million far 
exceeds the original rough estimate of $1.15 million. 
The differences between the February drawing and 
this week’s are a larger addition on the outside of the 
building — 15 feet, 8 inches instead of 10 feet — and 
the band and vocal rooms’ 
locations would be swapped. 
The renovation would pro-
vide space for storage of in-
struments, stage sets, and 
uniforms, which are cur-
rently kept in a hallway. Risers in the band room 
would be removed to create a flat floor that would 
provide more room for student musicians.

“This creates enough space to get the junk out of 
the hallway and make the fire marshal happy,” said 
high school band director Jeff Schmitt.

Schmitt shared numbers that show the band pro-
gram has enjoyed steady growth since 2012. The high 
school band contained 58 students in the 2013-14 school 
year, 78 students in 2016-17, and this year there are 114 
high school students in band. The current high school 
band room was designed to accommodate 75 students.

The younger grades’ band programs are growing 
too — there are 121 students in band at Riverbend 
Middle School. That, said Schmitt, hints at continued 
big numbers in high school.

“This isn’t a flash in the pan,” Schmitt said. “We 
think we’ve got a good thing going and it’s going to 
keep going.”

Board members praised the work of Schmitt and 
the district’s other music instructors while wondering 
how the district would be able to pay for improve-
ments to the programs’ space.

Each year the district receives about $1.3 million 
in SAVE (Secure an Advanced Vision for Education) 
and PPEL (Physical Plant and Equipment Levy) reve-
nue. Even if all that money were diverted from other 
projects — boiler repairs, bus purchases, etc. — to 
the music room renovation, it wouldn’t cover the 
entire cost of the project.

As they did in February, school board members 
said the project needs to include a fundraising com-
ponent. But getting something like that started is a 
bit daunting for the educators.

“Band boosters are comfortable doing the leg 
work and PR and getting the message out, but the 
reality is our largest fundraiser every year is our can-
dy sale and that raises about $8,000,” Schmitt said. 

Go online to find 
renovation plans and 
an estimate of costs.

Rono

Kiwanis close 
the Chapter
on Scenic City

Thompson Hall Heroes

said. “I just knew I needed to get over 
there and make sure everybody was OK.”

By the time Rono reached the front 
doors on the south side of Thompson 
Hall it was too dangerous for him to en-

ter on that side of the building because 
so much smoke had already accumulat-
ed. Rono ran around to the back side of 
the building where he found Kedekein. 

Music room 
project needs 

community help

much of an impact on the community 
because you’re one in 50,000, not one 
in 5,000.”

The Kiwanis’ focus is children, 
and the local club found many ways 
to benefit local youngsters. Money 
raised through fish fry meals, pop-
corn sales and other fundraisers was 
used to buy trophies for the Cub 
Scouts’ Pinewood Derby, sponsor 
T-ball teams, and contribute funds to 
the Iowa Falls-Alden Backpack Bud-
dies and School Nurse’s Fund. One 

of the club’s lasting legacies 
will be an endowed schol-
arship at Ellsworth Com-
munity College. Each year, 
a student who lives within 
the Iowa Falls School District 
will receive a $500 Scenic 
City Kiwanis scholarship to 
attend ECC.

The Kiwanis Club isn’t 
the only service organization 
that has seen a decline in 
numbers. Other groups have 
struggled to recruit new 
members, and volunteers can 
be hard to come by. Stauffer, 
who’s in his mid-40s, has 
heard the blame put on his 
contemporaries, but he’s not 
buying that.

“It’s easy for people to 
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Ellsworth College sophomore Adriane Kedekein stands in front of some of 
the items that have been removed from fire-damaged Thompson Hall dorm.

Some Scenic City Kiwanis Charter Members pictured in 1976 (from 
left) George Hill, Gib Kaus, Martin Krueger, Louis Smith, Kenneth 
Schwebke, Martin Lauterbach, Carl Lettow and Lester Kaufman.

The local Kiwanis Club raised mon-
ey to support local causes by sell-
ing popcorn, as advertised in this 
1976 newspaper clipping.

The Scenic City Kiwanis’ 
Wiener Wagon is manned by 
(from left) Glen Beaman, Keith 
Schwebke, Cleo Fiscus, Carl 
Brown and Harley Helvig. The 
club will dissolve this month 
after 53 years of activity.
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