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Pizza Hut 
remembered as 
former hangout
BY COREY MEINTS  | mmeints@iafalls.com

A 
phone call to the Iowa Falls 
Pizza Hut Tuesday morn-
ing confirmed what had 
been spreading via social 

media – the location has closed.
“Thank you for calling Pizza 

Hut. We’re sorry, but this restaurant 
has closed. We apologize for any in-
convenience,” a male voice said.

It was announced on Aug. 18 that 
Pizza Hut locations would be closed 
in the wake of NPC International, 

which franchised the Iowa Falls lo-
cation and is one of the chain’s larg-
est franchisees, filing for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy. Pizza Hut is owned by 
Yum! Brands.

NPC indicated that it planned to 
close about one-quarter of its more 
than 1,200 locations and sell the re-
mainder. That represents 20 percent 
of all Pizza Hut restaurants. In an 
agreement between NPC and Yum!, 
some 300 locations will be shuttered, 
according to a report by CNBC. The 
closings began on Sept. 8.

The move comes as Pizza Hut 
had already shifted away from dine-
in locations in favor of pick-up ser-
vice. Most of the locations that are 
closing, including Iowa Falls, offered 

dine-in services.
In a statement released on Tues-

day this week, an NPC spokesperson 
said, “As part of our restructuring 
process, we made the very difficult 
decision to close this restaurant. We 
did not take this decision lightly, 
and we are committed to provid-
ing support to impacted employees. 
Ultimately, these actions will best 
position our remaining restaurant 
business for success. NPC contin-
ues to operate many other Pizza 
Hut restaurants across the country 
which remain open for business, 
supported by our 23,000 dedicated 
employees who are ready to serve 
our customers.”

Auditor planning for 
increase in absentee 
ballots this fall
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI
skonrad@iafal ls .com

T
his year, more than previous 
years, voters have become inter-
ested in casting absentee ballots.

The coronavirus pandem-
ic this spring prompted a push by Iowa 
Secretary of State Paul Pate and coun-
ty auditors across the state to encourage 
absentee voting as an alternative to go-
ing to the polls in person for the prima-
ry election in June. Pate’s office mailed 
absentee ballot request forms to every 
registered voter in Iowa ahead of the pri-
mary, and voters responded.

The primary drew participation by 
2,153 Hardin County voters - far exceed-
ing previous primary elections by as many 
as 1,000 votes. Of those ballots that were 
cast, 82 percent were absentee. With gen-
eral election turnout traditionally higher 
than primaries, local election officials are 
bracing for an influx. The 2016 general 
election – the last election that featured a 
presidential race – drew participation by 
8,597 Hardin County voters. About 40 per-
cent of the ballots cast in Hardin County 
were absentee. If November’s election fol-
lows the trend set in June, it could be a 
huge year for election officials.

“A presidential year is always really, 
really big,” said Hardin County Auditor 
Jessica Lara. “Add to that COVID, and it’s 
a hot mess.”

But Lara said she and her staff are 
ready to meet the challenge. They’ve 
spent months preparing.

“With absentees, the bulk of the work 
is [at the courthouse], and we know how 
to handle it,” she said. “It’ll just be that 
the volume coming in is going to be that 
much bigger.”

Find more information about 
voting at sos.iowa.gov and 
hardincountyia.gov/191/Auditor

New COVID case 
numbers cited
BY JUSTIN ITES  |  i tes@iafal ls .com

Iowa Falls-Alden’s 2020 homecoming 
dance and parade are off following an 
announcement by school administra-

tors Tuesday afternoon.
An email was sent by IFAHS Principal 

Kyle Hutchinson to students and their 
parents announcing the decision.

Hutchinson said he couldn’t justify 
holding the Oct. 8 parade or the Oct. 10 
homecoming dance because of the num-

ber of people who would be gathering 
at those events. He said he was hopeful 
that new COVID-19 cases would decline 
in Hardin County and across the state, 
but that hasn’t been the case.

“I wanted to wait as long as possible 
to see if everything went great and our 
county numbers started plummeting,” 
Hutchinson said. “I would have hated 
to cancel it in August to only find out 
we could have done it. Obviously, that’s 
not what happened, as we monitor those 
numbers daily.”

As of Tuesday afternoon, Hardin 
County Public Health had recorded a total 

of 249 COVID-19 cases since March, with 
19 of those reported in the previous week.

Hutchinson said he intends to work 
with the high school student council to 

create some new activities that will pro-
mote school pride during homecoming 
week, which is scheduled to begin Oct. 5. 
He added that if there is improvement in 
COVID numbers later in the school year, 
he’s hopeful the school can still have a 
winter formal dance and prom. 

He said the biggest reason to cancel 
both the homecoming parade and dance 
was to give people enough notice.

“We wanted to let people know in 
plenty of time that it wasn’t going to 
happen. Our main goal is to have kids 
in school learning, and all of this ex-

Our main goal is to 
have kids in school 

learning, and all of this 
extra stuff is great ...  
[but it] just doesn’t seem 
responsible right now.” 

KYLE HUTCHINSON
IFA High School Principal

Public health reports 19  
new cases in one week
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI  |  skonrad@iafal ls .com

N ineteen Hardin County residents were di-
agnosed with COVID-19 over the last week, 
lifting the cumulative case total for the 

county to 249 as of Tuesday evening. Of those total 
cases, 63 were still con-
sidered active infections.

Greenbelt Home Care/
Hardin County Public 
Health issues weekly re-
ports on the number of 
COVID-19 cases in the 
county. Tuesday’s report listed the ages of the 19 
new cases, reported between Sept. 1 and 8:
l 1 person is age 0-17
l 3 people are age 18-40
l 3 people are age 41-60
l 9 people are age 61-80
l 3 people are age 80 or older

Find real time 
COVID-19 data from 
the Iowa Department 
of Public Health at 
coronavirus.iowa.gov.

Hardin County 
COVID cases 

continue to climb ICONIC IOWA FALLS 
RESTAURANT CLOSES

Presidential Election+COVID=Big Turnout

IF-A cancels homecoming dance, parade
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The Iowa Falls Pizza Hut was one of more than a dozen of the restaurants in Iowa that closed on Tuesday this 
week without warning. The move follows a bankruptcy filing by a company that franchised many locations. 

COVID-19 ... P3 PIZZA HUT ... P3

IF-A HOMECOMING ... P3

ABSENTEE VOTING ... P3
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Hardin County election officials, like those across the country, have strug-
gled to find people who are willing to staff polling locations amid a pan-
demic. Julie Bolhuis (right) was among those who worked the June primary.

Voters who don’t 
have a driver’s license 
or a DOT-issued ID 
will need a voter 
ID card (pictured 
at left) to request 
an absentee ballot. 
The four-digit PIN 
(or a driver’s license 
number) is required.

The anticipated increase in ab-
sentee ballots - many cast by first-
time absentee voters - coupled with 
changes to some of the ballot request 
procedures and news of recent court 
battles over absentee ballot request 
forms, and confusing messaging 
about ballot drop boxes, has caused 

confusion for some voters. The Hardin 
County Auditor’s Office has seen that 
confusion play out in phone calls from 
frustrated voters.

“It’s been incredibly challenging 
this year,” Lara said. “There are a lot 
more people with an interest in voting 
by absentee than there ever has been. 

Whether it’s COVID or they just decided 
they don’t want to go in person.”

The Times Citizen spoke with Lara last 
week to answer some basic questions 
about requesting absentee ballots, voting 
absentee, and the deadlines absentee vot-
ers should pay attention to.
Q: How can I get an absentee ballot?
A: Voters who want to cast a ballot 

absentee (not at a polling location on 
Election Day) must request an absentee 
ballot. Iowa Secretary of State Paul Pate’s 
office is mailing request forms to voters 
this month (many area residents received 
those forms this week). Some organiza-
tions and special interest groups have 
also sent ballot request forms to voters.

Voters who have not received a form 
but would like to request a ballot can 
request one by printing a request form 
from the Iowa Secretary of State’s website 
and completing and sending it, or writing 
to the Hardin County Auditor’s Office to 
request a ballot. The request must include 
the voter’s name; date of birth; driver’s 
license or voter ID PIN; address; signature 
of the person requesting the ballot; name 
of the election; and address where the 
ballot is to be mailed. Mail the request 
to: Hardin County Auditor’s Office, 1215 
Edgington Ave., Suite 1, Eldora, IA 50627.
Q: When I’m filling out my ballot 

request form, what information does it 
require?
A: The absentee ballot request form 

requires a voter’s name, date of birth, ad-
dress and signature. They’ll also need to 
have an identification number. For most 
people, that’s a driver’s license number. If 
you don’t have a driver’s license but you 
do have a DOT-issued identification card, 
you can use the number on that card. If 


