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W
hen a large bur oak near Kruse Main on the 
Ellsworth Community College campus died, the 
college’s Board of Trustees did what it would 

normally do in that situation: it had the tree cut down.
But this tree had a different fate. Rather than have the 

stump ground down to wood chips, the Trustees - the board 
that owns a portion of the college campus and leases it to 
the Iowa Valley Community College District - decided to turn 
the tree remnant into art.

Last week, chainsaw artist Gary 
Keenan completed the job.

Keenan, of Des Moines, spent 
two days at the Iowa Falls college, 
sculpting what remained of the 
tree into a panther — Ellsworth College’s mascot.

Randy Jennings, a member of the Board of Trustees and 
chair of its Buildings and Grounds Committee, took the lead 
on the project.

“It just seemed appropriate to see if we could have it 
sculpted,” said Jennings, who knew of Keenan because of 
another sculpture he did in town. “We knew we wanted 
a panther and Gary came through with the design. He is 
simply amazing at his art.”

Keenan has been using chainsaws to turn wood into 
sculptures for 20 years. He said the ECC tree presented a 

Seventh local case announced
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI  |  skonrad@iafal ls .com

A
fter more than a month of closures, some Har-
din County businesses will be allowed to open 
later this week, albeit under restrictions.

The announcement was made by Gov. Kim Reyn-
olds at a Monday morning press conference. Reyn-
olds cited data in making the decision, which will 
open up restaurants, fitness centers, malls, libraries, 
race tracks and retail stores at partial capacity in 77 
counties. Restrictions on the number of people who 
can attend religious and spiritual gatherings have 
also been lifted.

A week and a half ago, President Donald Trump 
issued guidelines for states to follow to ease their 
lockdowns and reopen businesses. The three-phase 
proposal starts with a “downward trajectory of COVID-
like syndromic cases reported within a 14-day period.”

Alden greets ‘Front 
Porch Parade’
BY JUSTIN ITES  |  i tes@iafal ls .com

T
here was no candy thrown 
at Saturday’s parade, but the 
opportunity to get outside 

the house was a major consolation 
prize for members of the Alden 
community.

On Saturday afternoon the Al-
den Fire Department’s fleet of 
trucks made a trip through the 
community for a social distancing 
“Front Porch Parade.”

The idea was brought to Alden 
city officials by Kerryn Oliver, a 
music teacher at Alden Elementary.

Oliver saw a Facebook post 
from a Nebraska town that held a 
similar event. She contacted Alden 
City Clerk Lorrie Watts, who took 
the reins for the project.

“It’s a good way to safely break 
the tedium of folks staying home, 
and remind them that we’re all in 
this together. We’d already started 
the idea of having first Easter eggs 
in folks’ windows, and now flow-
ers and rainbows, to give folks a 
fun project and promote the com-
munity,” Oliver said.

Watts posted to the City of Al-
den’s Facebook page to spread the 
word. She said the city received 
good feedback on a previous ac-
tivity - a social distancing Easter 
egg “hunt.” For one week in late 
March kids were asked to decorate 
and hang paper eggs in the front 
windows of their homes. Once 

BY MARISSA VANWINGEN  |  mar issa@iafal ls .com

I
owa’s Ride, the cross-state bicycle ride that 
planned for its inaugural west-to-east journey 
this summer, has been canceled amid concerns 

about the spread of the coronavirus pandemic.
Iowa’s Ride Director T.J. Juskiewicz announced 

Monday evening that the ride, which was sched-
uled to spend a night in Eldora, would be canceled. 

“Unfortunately, after evaluating the current sit-
uation surrounding coronavirus (COVID-19) and 
great concern for the safety of the general public, 
the townspeople, riders, support drivers, volun-
teers, the Iowa State Patrol troopers, safety offi-
cials and staff, it will not be safe nor feasible to 
host the inaugural Iowa’s Ride on July 12-18, 2020,” 
a statement on the ride’s website said.

The creation of Iowa’s Ride was announced last 
fall by Juskiewicz, who directed RAGBRAI until he 
and his staff quit to create Iowa’s Ride. In November, 
the ride announced it would spend a night in Eldora, 
which hosted an overnight RAGBRAI stop in 2015. 
Local organizers have been meeting since last year 
to plan for the event, lining up entertainment and 
arranging for thousands of bikers to stay in town.

Watch video chainsaw 
artist Gary Keenan at 
www.timescitizen.com

T
he Times Citizen staff is continuing to work 
to report on the COVID-19 global pandemic’s 
effects here in Hardin County. As of Tuesday 

morning, there were 6,376 confirmed cases of the 
disease in Iowa, including seven in Hardin County. 
Reporters are producing news every day – more 
than can fit in the paper you’re holding. We urge 
you to visit our website (www.timescitizen.com) 
to find the most up-to-date news and informa-
tion. All COVID-19 news and information is freely 
available to everyone (not just subscribers). And if 
you have an idea for a story – COVID-19 related or 
not – reach out to us by email at skonrad@iafalls.
com, by phone at 641-648-2521, or visit the Iowa 
Falls Times Citizen Facebook page. We’d love to 
hear from you.  n
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Parade lifts spirits

completed, the parents took their 
children through town to try and 
find as many eggs as they could.

Last week, another Facebook 
post from the City of Alden read: 
“April Showers Bring May Flowers,” 
and requested that residents dec-
orate their windows with flowers 
and rainbows.

The Alden Fire Department trav-
eled on most of the streets in the 
community. There were plenty of 
smiles and waves to community 
members from at least six feet away.

Alden resident Cassie Fras-
er found a spot on Water Street to 

watch the beginning of the parade. 
She attended with four youngsters - 
David Fraser, Desi Cook, Faith Cook 
and Abbi Fraser. She said the pres-
ence of the fire trucks was a good 
enough draw for the kids.

“I told them they would not be 
getting any candy from the fire de-
partment members, but they were 
just excited to see the trucks go by,” 
Fraser said. “We wanted to show 
support for the community and I 
think things like this help morale 
and give people the attitude that we 
are going to get through this.”

couple of challenges. It’s been dead for a 
while, so the wood was dryer and more 
difficult to carve. And also, he found quite a 
bit of hardware in it - nails from signs that 
had been hung on the tree.

“I had to change the chain quite a few 
times,” he said.

With the carving complete, Keenan 
applied a wax stain to the panther and a 
sealer on the “rocks” that were carved at its 
base. He said the sculpture will need to be 
re-sealed as time goes on. 

By all accounts, the panther is a hit, 
although traffic’s down quite a bit with the 
COVID-19 closure of campus.

“I think it looks great,” said Darwin 
Miller, chairman of the Board of Trustees. 
“I’m sorry the tree died, but this is a way to 
salvage it and make art out of it to add to 
the attractiveness of campus.”  n
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Amee Miller waves to Alden Fire Department members during Sat-
urday’s “Front Porch Parade.” Residents were able to get out of their 
homes to greet the fleet of trucks as it drove through town.

Iowa’s Ride announced in November that its inau-
gural ride in July 2020 would pass through Hardin 
County and spend a night in Eldora.
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Keenan finished sculpting the panther 
statue last Wednesday. He has since ap-
plied a wax stain and a sealer to protect 
the wood from the elements.


