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U
nseasonably warm temperatures 
have frustrated many outdoor 
winter recreation enthusiasts, 
but they were the catalyst for big 

crowds at the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources’ 49 First Day Hikes across the state 
on Wednesday. That included the one hosted 
by Friends of Pine Lake State Park and led by 
DNR officer Andy Place Wednesday at Pine 
Lake State Park near Eldora.

Friends of Pine Lake reported that 165 
hikers turned out to enjoy a 1 ½-mile 
stroll along the Iowa River and Lower Pine 
Lake to open the year and the DNR’s 2020 
celebration of 100 years of Iowa State Parks.

Hikers enjoyed a massive congregation 
of Canada geese on the lake, spotted 
bald eagles and a variety of other signs 
of wildlife in addition to the temperate 
weather. By comparison, last year’s First 
Day Hike at Pine Lake drew fewer than 
40 people. Wednesday’s turnout thrilled 
organizers who want to see more foot 
traffic on the park’s scenic trail system. n

Supervisors stress info  
should precede tax vote
BY JUSTIN ITES  |  i tes@iafal ls .com

T
he Hardin County Supervisors and representa-
tives of the county’s newly-formed EMS Coun-
cil are continuing discussions about the possi-

bility of creating a county-wide EMS system.
But before that can happen, there are decisions 

that have to be made. Chief among them is how such 
a county-wide model would be funded, and at what 
level.

In May 2019 the supervisors approved a resolution 
creating the EMS Advisory Council and declaring 
EMS an “essential service.” That council was asked 
to provide input on creating a county-wide system.

The council consists of a county supervisor, a mem-
ber of the county Board of Health, Hardin County Sheriff 
Dave McDaniel, County Emergency Management Coor-
dinator Thomas Craighton, the mayor or a representative 
of each city in Hardin County, the service director of 
each transporting ambulance service and first responder 
group based in the county, a representative of Hansen 
Family Hospital, and a representative from each town-
ship in the county.

At a meeting on Dec. 18, the board received input 
from Ben Krause, who has been appointed president of 

BY MATTHEW REZAB  |  mrezab@iafal ls .com

H
ardin County will soon require a bill of sale 
when transferring motor vehicle titles be-
tween both private parties and dealer sales. 

The official policy implementation date isn’t until 
July 1, but Hardin County Treasurer Machel Eichmeier 
said her office may ask for a bill of sale at any time if 
the circumstances merit it. She stressed that a bill of 
sale would be requested starting Jan. 2, but it won’t 
be required until this summer.

“At any point in time we can ask for one,” she 
said. “So if somebody comes in and tells us they 
bought a 2012 truck for $500, that’s just not a feasible 
thing. So we can ask them at any time.”

The policy is part of a larger statewide movement 
to cut back on fraudulent purchase price claims that 
cause the Department of Revenue, and ultimately the 
Road Use Fund, to lose money.

State law requires buyers to pay a 5 percent tax 
on the purchase price of the vehicle to the Treasur-
er’s Office when transferring the title into their own 
name. That money, minus $1 retained by the county, 
is then sent to the Department of Revenue to be 
placed in Iowa’s Road Use Fund.

BY BECKY SCHIPPER  |  news@iafal ls .com

A study whose results were present-
ed to the Ackley City Council last 
month shows that a hotel may 

be feasible in the Hardin County town 
that’s home to about 1,500 people.

The study, completed by Hospitality 
Marketers International, followed a visit 
by HMI representative Michael Hool to 
the community. Hool met with Hardin 
County Economic Development Director 
Angela De La Riva, several council mem-
bers, former mayor Erik Graham and oth-
er community leaders.

De La Riva, who formerly served as 
Ackley’s economic development director, 
said the goal of the study was to create 
a way to diversify the economy of Ackley 
and to draw people to the community.

“The study pulled a lot of data for 
us,” De La Riva said. The data reportedly 
showed that a hotel would be feasible in 
Ackley. 

De La Riva said various factors would 
contribute to the success of such a facility.

The location (700 block of Main) was 
identified as having good potential to 
house a new hotel. Along with good vis-
ibility, the site was rated as having very 
good accessibility, and as having fair sup-
port services.

That block has been the subject of 
many city council discussions since Oc-
tober 2017, when a shared wall between 
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the former Shea Studio Photography and 
Ackley Youth Center partially collapsed. 
A subsequent gas leak led to inspections, 
and a portion of that block on the south 
side of Main Street was closed to the pub-
lic. Those buildings remain closed today.

“Those services – opportunities for 
dining, recreation, and shopping - are in 
shorter supply than we would like,” De La 
Riva said, noting that a hotel could in-
crease those opportunities for both visitors 

and residents.
The hotel could draw from various 

markets – people visiting friends and rel-
atives, general tourism, events, recreation, 
weddings, reunions, as well as overflow 
from Iowa Falls and Ellsworth Community 
College events.

Leisure demand for a hotel, the study 
reports, includes weddings and receptions 
at both the Ackley Recreation Club and 
the proposed Timbers Edge Wedding and 
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The 700 block of Main Street (shown above during a gas leak that occurred there 
in November 2017) has been identified as a possible future Ackley hotel location.

This year’s crowd at Pine Lake State Park’s First Day Hike on 
Wednesday, Jan. 1, numbered 165 people. They walked 1 1/2 
miles along the Iowa River and Lower Pine Lake.

This year marks the 100th anniversary of the Iowa state park 
system, and the Iowa Department of Natural Resources is cel-
ebrating with special events and social media marketing.

Many of the hikers who participated in the event on Wednes-
day commemorated the first day of the year and the hike 
with special photos, like this one at the tunnel to the beach.

In addition to people, there were a number of dogs on 
Wednesday’s First Day Hike at Pine Lake State Park.

After the hike, people gathered at Pine 
Lake State Park’s cabins to talk and enjoy 
refreshments - hot chocolate and cookies 
- provided by Friends of Pine Lake.

Event Centre, along with visitors who are 
following Historic U.S. Route 20 which 
passes through downtown Ackley, and 
collegiate sports could all add occupancy 
in the hotel.

The study points to the age of ho-
tels in Iowa Falls as being a positive for 
potential construction in Ackley. It is 
recommended that a national franchise 
chain or strong regional brand be con-
sidered for the proposed hotel.

Hool said the hotel would stimulate 
growth in the community, but notes that 
a Comprehensive Hotel Market Study 
would provide more detailed information 
and analysis of data provided in the cur-
rent study.

“If a more comprehensive study is 
done within 24 to 36 months, it could be 
used to look for investors in the project,” 
De La Riva concluded. “By having a ho-
tel, we would not only increase property 
value, but add jobs and stability to the 
local economy.”

“This is a good development tool 
for Ackley,” said Ackley council member 
Judy Crawford. “While it’s a very basic 
study, it could lead into a comprehensive 
study and provide a ‘shot-in-the-arm’ to 
the downtown.”

The study was funded by the Ackley 
Development Commission, Chamber of 
Commerce, the City of Ackley, and busi-
nesses and individuals.  n


