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Iowa Falls man inspired          
to share local history
BY COREY MEINTS  |  mmeint s@iafal ls .com

P
aul Hackbarth will admit that he’s not much of 
a photographer or videographer. Still, he and 
his Canon SX720 HS have managed to capture 
Iowa Falls in its full historical beauty.

Most of his work has come over the last couple 
years as a member of the 
Iowa Falls Historical Society 
(IFHS). His projects can be 
seen on the group’s You-
Tube channel “Voices of 
Iowa Falls” and on Face-
book at “Iowa Falls Histori-
cal Society 2020.”

“I’ve been making dig-
ital videos for about four 
years, but I’ve made them 
for IFHS since I became a 
member,” Hackbarth said. 
“You have to have a little 
inspiration to do your best 
work and Iowa Falls is great.

Hackbarth, 63, was born and raised in Iowa Falls 
and is still inspired by just looking around the Scenic 
City. Nature and history are his favorite topics. He es-
timates he’s made 200 videos in all, although the early 
ones were “pretty primitive.” He has a couple projects 
in the works right now, but isn’t in a rush. He’s never 
worked with a deadline or quota in mind.

Infection rates 
closely follow 
population
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI
skonrad@iafal ls .com

T
he 50126 ZIP code - 
home to Iowa Falls, 
and the most popu-
lous of Hardin County’s 

nine ZIP codes - has seen the 
most COVID-19 infections this 
year. That’s according to new 
data released by the local public 
health agency on Monday eve-
ning. 

Since March, Greenbelt 
Home Care/Hardin County Pub-
lic Health has released informa-
tion about COVID-19 infections 
for the entire county without 
breaking it down by town or ZIP 
code. This spring, local public 
health officials were inundated 
with questions from residents 
who wanted town-specific in-
fection rates. But Hardin County 
Public Health Coordinator Rocky 
Reents said officials were pro-
hibited from releasing infor-
mation that could be used to 
identify people who’d fallen ill 
with the disease that’s caused 
by the novel coronavirus. While 
ZIP code information was avail-
able through the state’s local 
public health reporting portal 
- and could be used to notify 
first responders of homes where 
people had tested positive for 
COVID-19 - Reents said it was 

difficult to generate reports that 
summarized the data.

This week, the state fol-
lowed through with a promise 
made to local public health of-
ficials more than a month ago, 
making a new infection track-
ing portal available to county 
agencies. Reents said the new 
system - called DOMO - breaks 
down infection totals per ZIP 
code. That information was re-
leased by Hardin County Public 
Health on Monday evening.

The numbers are broken 
down by ZIP code - not by 
town. According to the data 
released, total cumulative cas-
es for each Hardin County ZIP 
code are as follows:

Alden (50006) ............................. 11 
Ackley (50601) ...........................29 
Eldora (50627) ............................67 
Hubbard (50122) ........................15 
Iowa Falls (50126) ....................82 
New Providence (50206) .......5 
Radcliffe (50230).......................13 
Steamboat Rock (50672) .... 14 
Union (50258) ............................. 19 

The percent of total infec-
tion per ZIP code closely follows 
a ZIP code’s percent of the to-
tal population. Hardin County’s 
most populous ZIP code, 50126, 
also has seen the most cases. 
The ZIP code is home to 36 per-
cent of the county’s population, 
and 32 percent of its COVID-19 
cases. Eldora’s ZIP code, 50627, 
is home to 17 percent of the 
population, and 26 percent of 
the total COVID-19 cases. Alden 

(ZIP code 50006) has 9 percent 
of the population, and about 4 
percent of its total infections.

According to the map, there 
have been 255 total infections, 
but updated numbers released 
by Greenbelt Home Care/Hardin 
County Public Health on Mon-
day showed 261 total infections. 
It was unclear Tuesday morn-
ing what was causing the dis-
crepancy. Reents said she was 
looking into it.

The ZIP code data will be re-
leased on Mondays, along with 
the county COVID-19 infection 
data. Monday’s county coro-
navirus report showed 12 new 
cases in the six days since the 
county’s last report, which was 
a day later than normal due to 
the Labor Day holiday.

According to numbers re-
leased Monday afternoon, of the 
12 new cases diagnosed over the 
last week, two people were age 
0-17; four were age 18-40; three 
were age 41-60; two were age 
61-80; and one was over age 80.

Of the 261 Hardin County 
residents who’ve tested positive 
for COVID-19 since March, 192 
have recovered and one per-
son has died, leaving 68 active 
infections. As of Monday, two 
Hardin County residents were 
hospitalized for treatment of 
COVID-19 symptoms. 

A Times Citizen review of 
data also shows that the Iowa 
Department of Public Health is 
continuing its practice of alter-
ing the dates of past tests. Ear-

USDA program will provide 
funding through this fall
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI  |  skonrad@iafal ls .com

E
conomists will tell you there’s no such thing 
as a free lunch. But that won’t apply to fam-
ilies in the Iowa Falls, South Hardin and AG-

WSR schools for the next few months.
Funding released by the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture on Aug. 31 will pay for all students 
in the Iowa Falls, Eldora-New Providence, Hub-
bard-Radcliffe and AGWSR school districts to re-
ceive free school meals - breakfast and lunch - 
every school day. According to the USDA, the free 
meals will last through Dec. 31, or until funding 
runs out. The program is being made available 
through a flexibility added to the USDA’s summer 
meal program. Schools that operate a summer 
meal program - providing free lunch to children 
0-18, regardless of financial situation, through 
the summer months - can continue that pro-
gram this fall. The extension was approved in 
the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“As our nation reopens and people return to 
work, it remains critical our children continue to 
receive safe, healthy and nutritious food,” said 
Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue said in a 
press release. “During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
USDA has provided an unprecedented amount of 
flexibilities to help schools feed kids through the 
school meal programs, and today, we are also 
extending summer meal program flexibilities for 
as long as we can, legally and financially.”

In the three local districts, that means free 
breakfast and lunch started this week. The an-
nouncement was made by Iowa Falls and Alden 
Superintendent Tony Neumann on Thursday, and 
South Hardin Superintendent Dr. Adam Zellmer 
and AGWSR Superintendent Erik Smith on Friday.

Neumann said paperwork has been submitted 

Hardin 
County 

students get 
free meals

lier this month, IDPH spokes-
person Amy McCoy said that 
when an Iowan is tested more 
than once, the latest result is 
used and the older result is re-
moved. According to data on the 
state website, between Friday, 
Sept. 11, and Monday, Sept. 14, 
38 tests were removed from 31 
dates between April 16 and Sept. 
4. This practice has been criti-
cized by medical professionals. 
Eli Perencevich, an infectious 

disease doctor at the Univer-
sity of Iowa, said altering past 
data hinders state and medical 
leaders’ ability to get a clear 
picture of the disease in Iowa 
and whether mitigation strate-
gies that have been put in place 
have had any effect.

The Times Citizen asked fol-
low-up questions about the 
IDPH’s practice of changing test 
dates, but McCoy has not re-
sponded to those questions.  n
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CAPTURING

When  
you got 

something and 
you know it’s 
good, you don’t 
eat or sleep 
and you can 
work eight 
hours a day 
working on it.” 

PAUL HACKBARTH

SOURCE: GREENBELT HOME CARE/HARDIN COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

For the first time since the coronavirus pandemic began, local 
public health agencies are able to release total COVID-19 case 
numbers per ZIP code. The numbers will be released weekly.

SCHOOL LUNCH ... A3 HACKBARTH ... A3

COREY MEINTS / TIMES CITIZEN

Paul Hackbarth - pictured in front of the restored de-
pot on Rocksylvania Avenue in Iowa Falls - has always 
loved making videos. Now he makes them for the Iowa 
Falls Historical Society, bringing the past to life.

PHOTO BY PAUL HACKBARTH / SPECIAL TO THE TIMES CITIZEN

Images like this one of the Swinging 
Bridge in Iowa Falls have been captured 
and are being shared by Historical Society 
Vice President Paul Hackbarth.
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