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Iowa Falls schools 
bid adieu to strange 
school year
BY COREY MEINTS
mmeint s@iafal ls .com

K
athy Stockdale’s road in 
education has been long 
and winding. On Tuesday 
night, the Iowa Falls Rock 
Run fifth-grade teach-

er watched as a lot of the people on 
that road drove by and waved.

In what has become a common 
scene during the coronavirus pan-
demic, Stockdale and other Iowa 
Falls teachers held a “reverse” pa-
rade – teachers stationary, waving 
and cheerfully shouting at students 
and their families in vehicles.

For Stockdale, it was a chance to 
reconnect with this year’s students, 
as well as those she’s taught in the 
past. As a former long-time sub and 
teacher of K-Prep and just about ev-
ery other grade, she’s taught a lot of 
the students who drove by - some of 
them twice.

“I’ve gotten to know the fami-
lies,” Stockdale said. “I taught for 10 
years, subbed for 10 years, and now 
I’m back.”

It’s been a strange year for every-
one who participated in the parade 
in the IF-A High School parking lot. 
When Gov. Kim Reynolds announced 
on April 17 that schools would re-
main closed through the end of May, 
it put teachers and students in un-
known territory, using video confer-
encing to communicate.

“Actually, it has gone really well,” 
Stockdale said. “I’ve only had one 
student that has had technical diffi-
culties, but all of my 21 students have 
been on at some point – and most of 
them are coming every week. We try 
to change it up. The first week that 
we actually taught a lesson, I thought 
that that is why I do this.”

That first week, Stockdale said, 
her class read a story and talked 
about it on Zoom video conferenc-
ing. That’s what she missed about 
teaching when the schools were or-
dered closed.

“It was fun to actually teach a 
lesson on Zoom,” Stockdale said. 
“At first it was more just social and 
emotional and making sure every-
body was doing OK. Now we’re try-
ing to do fun educational things. But, 
it’s very different.”

After all of that the parade was 
much appreciated. Especially for 
teachers who, like Stockdale, have 
grown to know the families.

“It’s a good way to have some 
closure with our students,” Stockdale 
said. “And also, we get to know their 
whole families. So we get to see their 
parents and their siblings – even 
though their siblings are showing up 
on Zoom. I am so glad that we chose 
to do this tonight and got to connect 
with them a little bit.”

Stockdale did her best to stop ev-
ery car carrying a fifth-grade stu-
dent. They’ll be going to Riverbend 
Middle School next year, and she 
told them she wants them to still 
feel connected. It got a little emo-
tional, she admitted.

“I’ve shed some tears tonight, 
and I shed some when Gov. Reyn-
olds said that school was closing,” 
Stockdale said. “I knew that that 
would happen, but it was still really 
hard.”  n

Marshall County resident – 
not Hardin – tested positive
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI  |  skonrad@iafal ls .com

A 
COVID-19 patient who had been identified as 
a Hardin County resident last week is, in fact, 
a Marshall County resident. The correction, 

made Thursday by the Iowa Department of Public 
Health, reduces the county COVID-19 case count to 11.

The change in case count appeared Thursday when 
the state’s coronavirus website was updated. Rocky 
Reents, public health coordinator at Greenbelt Home 
Care/Hardin County Public Health, said the case was 
announced on Thursday, May 7, after testing positive 
on May 6. The person is in the 61-80-year-old range.

Greenbelt Home Care (namely, public health 
nurse Rachel Loyd) had been investigating every lo-
cal COVID-19 case - speaking with the patient about 
where they’d been and who they’d been in contact 
with - and following up with every non-hospitalized 
patient to chart their health. Greenbelt stopped doing 
those inspections on May 1, choosing to hand that 
duty over to the Iowa Department of Public Health.

“We’re not a larger health department and we don’t 
have one individual doing this all the time,” Reents said 
on May 1. “Rachel and a couple of other employees have 
been trained on it, but we’re also seeing patients all day 
long. A lot of the larger health departments have an 
individual who can do this full-time.”

As a result of handing over those duties to the 
state, local public health officials don’t have as much 
information about each case. Instead, the public (and 
local public health officials) should check with the 
Iowa Department of Public Health and its dedicat-
ed coronavirus website for the latest COVID-19 data.

As of Thursday morning, 354 Hardin County resi-
dents had been tested for COVID-19. That’s 2 percent 
of the county’s 16,868 residents.

Of the 11 Hardin County residents who have tested 
positive for COVID-19, five are age 18 to 40; four are 
age 41 to 60; and two are age 61 to 80.  n

BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI  |  skonrad@iafal ls .com

B
uckle up, Iowa Falls. Summer road work sea-
son is coming.

After a string of summers punctuated by 
detours around road construction, many local res-
idents are weary of the all-too-familiar orange 
construction zone signs. And there’s more coming 
to the Scenic City this summer. But take heart: this 
year’s work will move much faster and disrupt far 
fewer lives.

Last week the Iowa Falls City Council approved 
a final plan to resurface portions of more than 
two dozen streets, and patch several rough inter-
sections around town. City leaders set a goal of 
spending $1 million on basic road improvement 
work this year - no full-depth road and infra-
structure replacement, just asphalt resurfacing.

Months ago, Streets and Sanitation Superinten-
dent Mike Pepper and City Manager Jody Ander-
son, with input from the city council, made a list 
of the streets that are most in need of resurfacing.

T
he Times Citizen staff is continuing to work 
to report on the COVID-19 global pandem-
ic’s effects here in Hardin County. As of Fri-

day morning, there were 14,049 confirmed cases of 
the disease in Iowa, including 11 in Hardin County. 
Reporters are producing news every day – more 
than can fit in the paper you’re holding. We urge 
you to visit our website (www.timescitizen.com) 
to find the most up-to-date news and informa-
tion. All COVID-19 news and information is freely 
available to everyone (not just subscribers). And if 
you have an idea for a story – COVID-19 related or 
not – reach out to us by email at skonrad@iafalls.
com, by phone at 641-648-2521, or visit the Iowa 
Falls Times Citizen Facebook page. We’d love to 
hear from you.  n

Notice to Readers

Look online to find more photos 
and a video of the reverse parade.

Correction  
lowers local 
COVID count

Two dozen 
streets targeted 
for resurfacing
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Sweet Goodbyes

“We Miss You” was the common theme 
on both sides of the elementary reverse 
parade in the IFAHS parking lot Tuesday. 
Students and staff enjoyed the event.

PHOTOS BY COREY MEINTS / TIMES CITIZEN

Chris Stauffer and his clan made their way around the Iowa Falls-Al-
den High School parking lot during the reverse parade on Tuesday. It 
was a break from online teaching and a chance to say goodbye.

These three elementary students were all smiles after seeing their 
teachers for the first time in almost two months. They were part of 
the reverse parade for Iowa Falls’ youngest students.

Nikki Allen, Rock Run Elementary Success Coach, shared a familiar 
sentiment about missing students. She was part of the staff greeting 
students during Tuesday’s reverse parade.

Lori Schmitt, fifth-grade teacher, was happy to see students again. 
She mixed in goodbyes with greetings as old and new students drove 
by on Tuesday.


