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T
he weather cooperated as hundreds of people 
flocked to Estes Park each day this weekend to 
participate in Riverbend Rally 2019. From Tayea 
Knott being named the newest Miss Iowa Falls 
to the Kids’ Fishing Derby to great music, there 

was something for everyone at this year’s event. Check 
out hundreds of photos at www.timescitizen.com. n

Couple faces up to 30 years
BY MATTHEW REZAB  |  mrezab@iafal ls .com

A
n Ackley couple accused of kidnapping pleaded 
guilty to lesser charges on Monday.

According to court documents, 31-year-old Alex 
Craig Shadlow and 40-year-old Traci Lynn Tyler each ac-
cepted plea bargains in district court. Shadlow, who was 
facing first-degree kidnapping and child endangerment - 
multiple acts charges, pleaded guilty to third-degree kid-
napping and two counts of child endangerment causing 
serious injury - all class C felonies.

Tyler was also charged with child en-
dangerment - multiple acts. She pleaded 
guilty to three counts of child endanger-
ment causing serious injury. She was con-
victed of false imprisonment in April after 
being tried for first-degree kidnapping.

The charges stemmed from allega-
tions that the couple locked Shadlow’s 
then 8-year-old son in a 6-foot-by-6-
foot area under the basement stairs for 
nine or more hours each day from July 
until September of 2017.

Authorities were notified after 
teachers noticed the victim’s repeated 
food-seeking, low body weight and hair falling out in 
patches. He eventually told his teacher he was being 
locked in the small space with nothing but a tin can 
to use as a restroom every day after school and not 
released until the next morning.

According to a press release, sentencing is expected 
to happen in August. Each offender faces a maximum 
of 30 years in prison.

The cases were investigated by the Iowa Division 
of Criminal Investigation, the Hardin County Sheriff’s 
Office and the Ackley Police Department. Hardin County 
Attorney Darrell Meyer and the Iowa Attorney General 
prosecuted the case.  n

Free programs 
abound at Pine 
Lake State Park 
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI
skonrad@iafal ls .com

I f you plan it they will come. 
Right?

That’s what Pine Lake State 
Park Interpreter Jovis Shoemak-
er is hoping with the educational 
sessions he has planned through-
out this month. Word about the 
sessions has been slow to spread, 
but Shoemaker is persevering 
nonetheless.

The sophomore Ellsworth 
Community College conservation 
tech major started work at Pine 
Lake State Park in Eldora in May. 
The park hasn’t had a full-time 
interpreter for a decade, so Shoe-
maker is essentially starting the 
program from scratch, coming up 
with his own ideas and planning 
his own activities.

“When you’ve spent your whole 
life in the woods, you have a mil-
lion questions about the outdoors,” 
said Shoemaker, who grew up in 
Vinton and graduated from Grundy 
Center High School. “When I sat 
down and asked what I wanted to 
do, I said ‘Why don’t you try to 
answer your own questions?’”

Those answers mostly come 
from reference books, with the 
internet filling in the gaps.

So far this summer Shoemak-
er has led sessions about aquatic 
macro-invertebrates, clouds, and 
the life that lives under rocks and 
trees. On Friday, he was at Gunder-
son Nature Park in Eldora to teach 
a session about bees, complete with 
construction of a bee house made 
of elderberry stalks, recycled signs 
and chicken wire. Unfortunately, no 
one showed up.

“It’s frustrating when peo-
ple don’t show up because I love 
teaching and I’ve planned out 
these sessions,” he said. The ses-
sions in which he’s paired up with 
other groups – schools or Calkins 
Nature Area – have been well-at-
tended.

Shoemaker, who lives in El-
dora, will host at least 40 in-
terpretive sessions this summer. 
Currently, the schedule lists ses-
sions twice each week, usually on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. Future 
topics include prairie flowers, Iowa 
habitats, soil, moss, animal adap-
tation and rocks. All sessions are 
free and open to all ages. Many of 
them include exploration or crafts. 

The schedule will likely be 
extended into August as the new 
month nears, and Shoemaker said 
he’d also like to do more pro-
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Pine Lake State Park Interpreter Jovis Shoemaker creates a 
bee house by stacking hollowed-out elderberry stalks into 
a box created from cut-up park signs on Friday afternoon. 
Shoemaker is offering a series of free interpretive sessions 
this summer, many of which are held at Pine Lake State Park. 
They’re available to and appropriate for all ages.

Jaunts with Jovis
Saturday, July 13: 
Habitats. Meet at the 
Upper Lake Boat Ramp 
picnic area at 1:30 p.m. 
Discuss habitats, play 
a habitat game and 
hike around Pine Lake 
to observe different 
habitats. 

Saturday, July 20: Moss. 
Meet at Pike Lake State 
Park’s Hogsback parking 
lot at 1:30 p.m. to learn 
about moss and its 
different life stages, and 
even take one home. 

Wednesday, July 24: 
Animal adaptation. Meet 
at Lower Lake Beach 
House at 1:30 p.m. The 
event will then move on 
to arts and crafts and 
design-your-own-animals. 

Saturday, July 27: Creeks. 
Meet at Upper Lake 
boat ramp picnic area at 
1:30 p.m. The focus of 
the walk will be on Iowa 
amphibians. Learn about 
identification during a 
walk along a creek. 

Wednesday, July 31: 
Rocks. Meet at Hogsback 
parking lot at 1:30 p.m. 
and begin with a quick 
overview of the types of 
rocks found in the Iowa 
River valley. Learn about 
the diverse landscape of 
Iowa and bring a container 
for storing your rocks.

Shadlow

Tyler

Ackley kidnappers 
plead guilty

grams into the fall. For a full 
schedule of the programs al-
ready planned, go to the cal-
endar on www.timescitizen.
com, or check out the Friends 
of Pine Lake Facebook page.

Shoemaker is also avail-
able for private interpretive 

sessions. Those can include 
tours of Pine Lake State Park 
to discuss its ecology or his-
tory, or an off-site interpretive 
session about a specific topic. 
For more information call the 
Pine Lake State Park Office at 
641-858-5832.  n

Embrace the outdoors

Concern leads to fireworks talk
BY COREY MEINTS  |  mmeint s@iafal ls .com

T
he Iowa code concerning fireworks is simple. 
Since the sale of consumer-grade fireworks -  
like firecrackers, rockets, Roman candles, spin-

ners and other similar explosives - became legal in 
Iowa in 2017, towns have adopted their own ordinances 
to bolster the state law.

Bringing the boom
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See more 2019 
Riverbend Rally 
photos online.
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The fish were biting during 
Saturday’s Kids’ Fishing Derby at 

Riverbend Park. Some big ones, 
too, that made little fishermen 
seek help with the big catches.

Operation 98 was on hand to thrill the River-
bend Rally crowd with chainsaw artistry.

The Bill Riley Talent Show featured dancers, pianists 
and singers. Included was this patriotic group. Winners 
qualified for the State Fair Talent Show in August.

Mason Eisentrager helps this young would-
be firefighter during the water ball fights 
during Riverbend Rally.

Neil Hewitt played to the crowd at Estes Park during his 
Friday set at Riverbend Rally. It was part of the day’s activ-
ities that included the crowning of Miss Iowa Falls.


