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Spreadsheet will simplify Iowa 
Falls School Board decision
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI  |  skonrad@iafal ls .com

The Iowa Falls School District has adopted a new 
early retirement system that administrators 
and school board members hope will eliminate 

arbitrary incentives and give district employees some 
predictability as they plan for retirement.

The system was pro-
posed by Superintendent 
Tony Neumann in Octo-
ber. Every fall the board 
considers whether to offer 
an early retirement incen-
tive. In the past, the deci-
sion has been 1) whether 
to offer it, and 2) at what 
percentage of salary. The 
board would set a sala-
ry percentage, and staff who quali-
fied for early retirement would decide 
whether to accept the offer.

Early retirement is often used as 
a budgeting tool. In the school dis-
trict, years of service are rewarded 
with higher pay. As more experienced 
teachers retire, they’re replaced with less experi-
enced teachers, a practice that can save money.

Neumann reviewed past retirement incentives, 
and found the average was 40.5 percent of total sal-
ary. He developed a spreadsheet that builds early 
retirement incentives in line with past incentives. 

I think 
this is a 

big step to 
putting value 
in our people.”

TONY NEUMANN
Iowa Falls Superintendent

Neumann

Taking the 
guesswork out 

of teachers’ 
retirement

First-ever 
Archaeology Day 
will be next month
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI
skonrad@iafal ls .com

Y
ou’ve been wondering 
about that rock you found 
in a field a couple of years 
ago. Was it part of an an-

cient tool? Who may have used it? 
And for what purpose? The staff at 
Calkins Nature Area want to help 
you find answers to those questions, 
and they’ll offer that opportunity 
next month at their first-ever Ar-
chaeology Day.

The idea for the day came from 
the nature center’s new collection of 
Native American artifacts that was 
gifted to Calkins four years ago by 
Jeff Ulch. Ulch spent decades search-
ing streams, woods and fields in 
Hardin and Marshall counties, and 
turned up thousands of artifacts in-
cluding bones, arrowheads and pots.

Davis Horton, Calkins’ interpre-
tive program assistant, said Archae-
ology Day – on Saturday, Feb. 22 – 
will be built around Ulch’s donation, 
and education about artifacts. 

“We wanted to show off his par-
ticular collection because he has so 
many unique and rare pieces,” Hor-
ton said. “We also wanted to have 
professional archaeologists here. We 
get quite a few people who’ve been 
out tilling up ground and kicked 
up a rock and it looks like it’s been 
worked.”

To help in those identification ef-
forts, Calkins will have two profes-
sionals from the Office of the State 
Archaeologist, as well as a couple 
of amateur archaeologists on site to 
look at the public’s finds and tell 
them what they are.

In addition, attendees will get 
the chance to try shaping their own 
arrowhead during a flint knapping 
lesson led by Matt Graesch from 

the Iowa Department of Natural Re-
sources. His program, which will 
begin at 10 a.m., offers the public 
the chance to use traditional Native 
American tools — things like antlers 
and hammer stones — to create a 
spear point.

Ulch will be in attendance, and 
he’ll lead two hour-long tours of his 
collection in the Calkins museum 
beginning at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. Other 
tours will be offered throughout the 
day, led by Calkins staff. 

Horton said the day is an op-
portunity to learn more about Na-
tive American tools, how they were 
shaped, how they were used and 
where they can be found. It’ll also 
give the public another chance to see 
Ulch’s one-of-a-kind collection.

“It’s far and away the best doc-
umented collection in Iowa, and up 
there with some of the largest,” 
Horton said. “We want to show that 
off, and the time and dedication that 
Jeff put into finding those artifacts.”

All ages are welcome at the event, 
although Horton said it is planned 
more for adults or people who are 
interested in archaeology. Those who 
plan to take artifacts for identifica-
tion are asked to limit the number 
of artifacts in the interest of time. n

Archaeology Day
What: A day devoted to 

archaeology, including tours  
of the Calkins museum,  
spear-throwing, flint knapping 
and artifact identification

When: Saturday, Feb. 22,  
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Where: Calkins Nature Area,  
18335 135th St., rural Iowa Falls

Cost: Free
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Calkins Nature Area will host an Archaeology Day Saturday, Feb. 22. The event will feature Jeff Ulch’s artifact 
collection, which he gifted to Calkins four years ago. In addition to tours of the collection (a portion of which 
is pictured), visitors are welcome to take their own artifact finds for identification by archaeologists.

BY MATTHEW REZAB
mrezab@iafal ls .com

A ll five Democratic candidates 
hoping for a shot at unseating 
Republican U.S. Sen. Joni Ernst 

this fall rallied potential supporters at 
Iowa Falls-Alden High School on Sun-
day during the Hardin County Demo-
crats’ Pie and Politics event.

While there may have been more 
different types of pie to choose from 
than candidates holding opposing 
views, the challengers presented a 
common theme: Joni Ernst doesn’t 
represent Iowans.

“Today, our families, as you all 
know, are struggling again,” candidate 
Theresa Greenfield said. “Whether it’s 
reckless trade, reckless tariffs. Wheth-
er it’s the Ernst ethanol waivers. Joni 
Ernst is no friend of farmers.”

Candidate Eddie Mauro, a busi-
nessman and former teacher, said he’s 
grateful for Sen. Ernst’s service in the 
National Guard, but not her service 
since being elected in 2014.

“Being a United States senator re-
quires a different kind of service, a 
different kind of courage, the courage 
to stand up to your own party when 
your party is wrong,” he said.

President Donald Trump didn’t es-
cape the candidates’ crosshairs either. 
Each candidate said Trump’s trade war 
with China is hurting Iowa farmers. 
Candidate Cal Woods, a Realtor and 
former TV reporter from Des Moines, 
said the country is facing life and 
death challenges.

“We’re facing the biggest threat 
to our republic since the Civil War,” 
Woods said. “Donald Trump, with the 
acquiescence of our United States Sen-
ate . . . has taken a page out of the 
dictator’s playbook. He’s questioned 
the legitimacy of his own intelligence 

services, our electoral process, the 
media . . . And no one on the Repub-
lican side of the United States Senate 
seems willing to stop him.”

Retired three-star Admiral Michael 
Franken said it’s interesting how Re-
publicans only seem to care about debt 
and the deficit when Democrats are 
in power. He said the Trump tax cuts 
have put the nation in a worse po-
sition than when the president took 
office.

“We need to develop a plan to 
address the deficit,” Franken said. 
“Nobody wants to talk about this be-
cause we’re nearing the point of no 
return. The young people of America. 
I suggest you do walkouts because our 
generation is handing you a bill you 
cannot pay.”

Health care was a hot topic, but 
Kimberly Graham cautioned that 
nothing is free.

“You won’t hear me talk like a 
lot of progressives, ‘free this and free 
that.’ Nothing’s free,” she said. “But 
we think of our public library as free, 
that’s the same kind of thing that 
happens when you have a great sin-
gle-payer universal health care sys-
tem. Of course it gets paid for.”

While Ernst has generally had 
positive approval ratings since taking 
office, Troy Price, chairman of the 
Iowa Democratic Party, said he sees a 
lot of enthusiasm for change.

“I think . . . as these candidates 
continue to go around the state talking 
about Joni Ernst’s lack of record and 
Iowans start to see how she is not 
representing the state of Iowa,” he 
said. “She’s representing herself and 
representing her donors only, Iowans 
are going to change their minds.”

The Democratic primary will be 
held June 2.  n
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Ernst challengers 
stump in Iowa Falls

Theresa Greenfield, who works in real estate and development in Des Moines, made 
her second campaign visit to Iowa Falls on Sunday. Her first was in October 2019.

Businessman Eddie Mauro said 
Ernst should stand up to the Re-
publican Party when it is wrong.

Des Moines attorney Kimberly Graham spoke 
in support of a universal, single-payer plan for 
health care in the U.S.

Retired three-star Admiral Michael 
Franken said the U.S. needs to develop 
a plan to address the deficit.

Cal Woods, a Realtor from Des Moines, 
called President Donald Trump the biggest 
threat to the republic since the Civil War.


