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Lagerquist spent life 
helping others
BY JUSTIN ITES  |  i tes@iafal ls .com

E
veryone who came in contact with 
Phil Lagerquist has a unique story 
to tell about him.

Lagerquist died Aug. 12 
following a work-related accident. He was 
laid to rest in Cedar Rapids last weekend, 
following specific instructions according 
to his friend, Troy Knott.

“Phil did not want to ride in a 
Cadillac to his grave. He was more of 
a Dodge pickup truck kind of guy, so 
that’s what we did for him,” Troy said. 
“We honored a pact he made with others 
because he was a Dodge guy.”

Lagerquist, who was 62 at the time of 
his death, had worked in the towing and 
salvaging business since 1981. He opened 
Iowa Falls Standard Service in the early 
1980s, and also owned and operated Boot 
Hill Auto and a salvage/repair operation.

Through all of those operations, Lager-
quist came into contact with many people 
in Hardin and Franklin counties. Those 
who knew him said he’ll be remembered 
as a person who would do anything to 
help a family member, friend or stranger.

His niece, Kelly Knott, said those who 
knew her uncle would be there to lend a 
hand.

“The biggest thing is people know 
him from Standard, the full service 
station that was open seven days a 
week,” Kelly said. “When he went into 
the towing business, it was a bond he 
formed between the local first responders 
and general public. They all knew that 
Phil would be there to help in any way 
he could.”

Lagerquist had been moving toward 
retirement over the past few years, which 
made his death frustrating for those who 
loved him. 

“You don’t process it. We always 
thought if he had a job accident it would 
be out on the road if something like 
that happened. While he was assisting a 
vehicle and was standing on the road,” 
Kelly said. “He was finishing up his 
business affairs and trying to retire.”

Lagerquist spent the last several years 
wintering in San Antonio, Texas.

“When he sold out of Standard, Boot 
Hill . . . this was kind of the final phase 
of getting everything out of McDowell’s 
property, because they purchased Boot 
Hill,” Kelly said. “He was trying to get 

BY MATTHEW REZAB  |  mrezab@iafal ls .com

R
epairs are underway, but an exact timeline 
is still not available for when students will 
return to their rooms in the smoke-dam-

aged Thompson Hall on the Ellsworth Community 
College campus.

The dormitory was damaged Aug. 28 when a 
fire broke out in a downstairs storage room. A 
short in an electrical outlet started a pile of near-
by mattresses ablaze.

ECC Provost Dr. Martin Reimer said the time-
line for students to return remains two to four 
weeks. He said the school has found temporary 
housing for all 150 displaced students. Accom-
modations for the students were found at nearby 
hotels, friends’ houses and even ECC staff resi-
dences.

“We found something for everyone,” Reimer 
said. “It hasn’t been easy, but we found a place 
for each student.”

Reimer said cleanup inside Thompson Hall has 
begun.

“We’re replacing all of the mattresses because 
they soak up the smoke,” he said. “The rest is 
just hard surfaces, so that’s what’s being restored. 
Ceiling panels need to be replaced and a lot of the 
lights need to be replaced in certain areas.”

Reimer said the students and the community 
as a whole have all been integral in pitching in 
and helping each other out.

“Students have been great and understand-
ing,” he said. “It’s not easy when you’re displaced 
like this, but the community has been so sup-
portive opening up their homes, donating food 
and money.”

More donations are still needed. Reimer said 
donations of money are best because it can be 
used to buy whatever students need. He said the 
next best donations would be toiletries or deter-
gent. Clothes are no longer needed.

If you’d like to donate, items can be dropped 
off in the Kruse Main lobby area on campus. 
Monetary donations should be directed to the 
Ellsworth College Foundation and Kristie Neven-
hoven at 641-648-8576.

L.J. Roth Restoration Service based out of Olds, 
Iowa, is in charge of the cleanup.  n

Ellsworth painting       
has been restored
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI
skonrad@iafal ls .com

O
ne of the more beautiful relics left 
to the people of Iowa Falls by Eu-
gene Ellsworth has been brought 
back to life, and is ready for a public 

unveiling later this month.
A large oil painting — “Romsdahl Fjord 

in Norway” by Helmsted — was left by Ells-
worth to the people of Iowa Falls upon his 
death in 1907. His will, which was published 
on the front page of the Iowa Falls Sentinel 
newspaper, noted that the “magnificent 
painting” purchased in Germany was to be 
left to the public library.

When the Barlow Memorial Library was 
built in 2000, the painting was left behind 
in the move. The Iowa Falls Historical So-
ciety took possession of it, keeping it safe 
until renovations to the Carnegie-Ellsworth 
Building were complete, and then rehung it 
in the building’s back stairwell. The years 

had taken a toll on the painting and its large 
gilded frame, and three years ago the Iowa 
Falls Historical Society decided to have it 
cleaned and restored.

“It’s just going to keep deteriorating if we 
don’t do something,” Carol Fejfar, a member 
of the historical society, said in early 2016.

The work on the painting and its frame 
is complete, and the art is back in the his-
torical society’s possession, looking better 
than ever.

SEE THE PAINTING
What: A reception hosted by the  

IF Historical Society celebrating the 
restoration of the painting “Romsdahl 
Fjord in Norway,” by Helmsted, which  
was willed to the Iowa Falls library by 
Eugene Ellsworth
When: Sunday, Sept. 15, from 2 to 4 p.m.
Where: Carnegie-Ellsworth Building,  

520 Rocksylvania Ave., Iowa Falls
Who: The event is free and open to  

the public

those final details wrapped up so 
he could spend most of his time 
in Texas.”

Before his memorial service, 
more than 500 people attended 
a celebration of life for Lager-
quist in Iowa Falls. Those people 
came from all over the United 
States.

One of Lagerquist’s 
biggest hobbies was collecting 
memorabilia of racing legend 
Richard Petty. His Iowa Falls 

home was filled to the brim with 
all things labeled with Petty’s 
famous 43 number and colors.

“He raced growing up and 
did dirt tracks when he was old 
enough to drive,” Kelly said. 
“Petty was the guy back then. 
I would say Phil had thousands 
of items, from die cast cars 
and Hot Wheels cars to Richard 
Petty hot dogs.”

One of Lagerquist’s most 
prized possessions was a Petty 
car that competed on the race 
track. 

“Some of his memorabilia, 
we are working with the 
Richard Petty museum to get 
those items in the right hands. 
He always told us that if he 
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Ready for an unveiling

Phil Lagerquist, a Hardin County institution, was remembered by hundreds of 
friends and family at a celebration of life last weekend. The Iowa Falls man died Aug. 

12 after suffering an injury at work at Boot Hill Auto north of Iowa Falls.

PHOTOS SUBMITTED

Phil Lagerquist’s casket was adorned with the number 43. It’s the 
number his favorite race car driver, Richard Petty, had on his car.

COREY MEINTS
/ TIMES CITIZEN

Two Smth-
Gehrls Inc.
employees pull 
the painting 
“Romsdahl 
Fjord in 
Norway” out 
of a packaging 
crate. The 
piece recently 
arrived back in 
Iowa Falls after 
undergoing 
a restoration 
process. A 
reception will 
unveil it to the 
public later this 
month. 
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Smoke-damaged furniture and other items sit 
outside ECC’s Thompson Hall this week. Cleanup 
is underway following an Aug. 28 fire.


