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Preliminary 
elementary school 
renderings released
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI
skonrad@iafal ls .com

S
oon, the question of whether 
the Iowa Falls School District 
should raise taxes to fund 
construction of a new school 

will be up to the voters to decide. On 
Monday, the district’s board of direc-
tors voted to accept a petition that 
will put the issue on the ballot for a 
March 2 special election.

Board members called the move - 
the first Iowa Falls school bond vote 
since 1997, and what would be the 
first new school built in 50 years - 
“exciting.”

“Looking through the petition, af-
ter growing up here, you see a lot of 
names you recognize,” board member 
Chris Stauffer said of the 412 signa-
tures collected by the project’s Vote 
Yes Committee. “All age groups, busi-
ness, farm, all areas of the communi-
ty. This is a very detailed cross-sec-
tion of our community. It’s not like 
you have one part of the community 
saying yes. It’s exciting.”

If the ballot’s two questions both 
get more than 60 percent of the vote, 
the district’s property tax levy will 
increase an estimated $3.82 to col-
lect $28,560,000, and work will be-

gin to plan for construction of a new 
elementary school adjacent to Iowa 
Falls-Alden High School. It would 
replace the district’s two current el-
ementary buildings, which were built 
in 1935 and 1938.

The first preliminary architectural 
renderings of the new building were 
reviewed at Monday’s meeting. The 
proposed building would be home to 
preschool through fifth grade, and it 
would include a gymnasium and a 
library, as well as space for art and 
music, and a cafeteria that doubles as 
a storm shelter.

But the project wouldn’t stop with 
the elementary school. It would also 
construct new high school band and 
art rooms and an expanded shop, as 
well as relocated visitor’s locker rooms.

The drawings presented on Mon-
day give a clearer picture of how and 
where the elementary school would 
attach to the high school, and how the 
new construction would affect current 
parking and athletic fields. Superin-
tendent Tony Neumann pointed out 
that the elementary school’s class-
rooms would be separated from the 
high school by a gym and cafeteria.

“There’s a lot of distance be-
tween elementary and high school 
students,” he said. “It’s one campus, 
but very much separated.”

Outside the buildings, only the 
high school shot-put area would need 
to be moved, a project that was al-
ready planned. The practice football 
field and other track and softball ar-
eas, as well as the property’s conces-
sion building and a new ticket booth, 
would be untouched by the project.

On the topic of parking, the plans 
show expanded and new parking lots 
to compensate for the loss of park-
ing because of the building project. 
In total, Neumann said he counted 
550 parking spots on renderings of 
the new campus.

Before acting to officially put the 
issue on the ballot, the school board 
was asked to choose between three 
optional rough layouts. Ultimately, the 
board chose to go with a two-sto-
ry building that will require an ad-
ditional $400,000 in funding beyond 
the bond measure. The plan will pro-

Active infections decrease 
amid increase in recoveries
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI  |  skonrad@iafal ls .com

T
he number of new COVID-19 cases in 
Hardin County grew at a faster pace last 
week, but the number of people who’ve 

recovered grew more, leaving fewer total people 
infected this week than there were last week.

Last Monday, Jan. 4, there had been a total 
of 1,465 COVID-19 cases among Hardin County 
residents since March 2020. On Monday this 
week, that total stood at 1,517 – an increase of 
52 cases. Of the 1,517 total people who had tested 
positive for the disease, 1,335 people were classi-
fied as having recovered, and 29 Hardin County 
residents have died of the disease, leaving 153 
people infected with COVID-19 as of Jan. 11. One 
week earlier, on Jan. 4, there were 175 active 
cases of the disease in the county.

While the county’s total infection count this 
week is 52 cases greater than one week ago, only 
37 of those cases are assigned to dates in the last 
week, according to the Iowa Department of Public 
Health’s coronavirus website. Times Citizen anal-
ysis of Hardin County’s data shows the state has 
been assigning some positive cases to dates that 
are weeks and months in the past. For example, 
between Jan. 4 and 5, the state added Hardin 
County cases to Nov. 7, 8, 9 and 18, and it re-
moved one case from Aug. 4. The addition of cas-
es to past dates has been happening since at least 
mid-December. The Iowa Department of Public 
Health has not responded to questions from the 
Times Citizen about the old case additions.

Testing for COVID-19, which has been down 
among Hardin County residents in recent weeks, 
is still low, but has rebounded slightly from 
the weeks surrounding the Christmas and New 
Year’s holidays. According to data on the state’s 
coronavirus website, 1,098 tests were admin-
istered to Hardin County residents during the 
week of Jan. 2-8. That’s the most since the week 
of Dec. 12-18, when 1,164 tests were adminis-
tered. Other weekly testing totals have been as 
follows:
l Dec. 26-Jan. 1: 1,058
l Dec. 19-25: 1,040
l Dec. 12-18: 1,164
l Dec. 5-11: 1,253
l Nov. 28-Dec. 4: 1,316

Frank-Vega 
found kindness, 
generosity at  
D.C. Trump rally 
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI
skonrad@iafal ls .com

J
essica Frank-Vega felt 
good as she walked away 
from President Donald 
Trump’s Save America 

rally in Washington, D.C., last 
week. Sure, she was tired after 
traveling 19 hours on a bus with 
50 strangers. And she was cold 
and hungry. But she was ener-
gized after listening to Trump’s 
speech and meeting dozens of 
people who share her passionate 
support for the president and for 
America.

It didn’t take long for that 
excitement to fade. While 
Frank-Vega saw people who 
were “a little wild” during the 
rally and immediately afterward, 
it wasn’t until she boarded the 
bus to head home to Iowa Falls 
that she learned a mob of in-
surrectionists had breached the 

Capitol, forcing the evacuation of 
lawmakers who were meeting to 
confirm Joe Biden’s election win. 
The riot left destruction and in-
juries in its wake. Five people 
died, and dozens of arrests have 
followed.

By the time Frank-Vega ar-
rived back home on Thursday, 
all she wanted was a shower and 
time to process the dichotomy of 
the day.

Frank-Vega doesn’t match 
the stereotypical image of a 
Trump supporter. She was born 
in Honduras and immigrat-
ed to California as a child be-
fore settling in Iowa with her 
family. An abusive childhood 
left Frank-Vega pregnant at 14, 
landing her in foster care. She 
worked her way through college 
as a single mother, and relied 
on public assistance programs 
for help.

Frank-Vega said she’d been 
raised to support Democrats, 
but after becoming a citizen 
in early 2016, she developed an 
interest in politics and began 
to realize her beliefs aligned 
more closely with the Republi-
can Party. She voted for Donald 

Trump in November 2016, but 
she kept quiet about it, afraid 
she’d alienate friends and the 
family members she was still in 
contact with.

But last summer something 
changed. Frank-Vega quotes a 
Bible verse that directs Christians 
to “be bold and courageous.” It 
encouraged her to speak out and 
fill her Washington Avenue yard 
with Trump signs.

“It’s not an easy thing sup-
porting the president,” she said 
last week. “It’s been hard because 
I’ve lost friends and family.”

But she doesn’t regret mak-
ing her support for Trump pub-
lic.

“I could not live that way any 
longer,” she said. “It was emo-

I will do 
everything in 

my power to be at 
peace, to bring 
peace, to talk peace 
and just survive.”

JESSICA FRANK-VEGA
Iowa Falls

Local woman recalls peace 
before Capitol insurrection

New COVID-19 
cases reported as 
school resumes, 
testing increases

IOWA FALLS’ $28M 
BOND VOTE IS MARCH 2
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Jessica Frank-Vega (right) traveled from Iowa Falls to Wash-
ington, D.C., last week to attend President Trump’s Save 
America rally. She said her experience was positive until she 
learned later that day of the violence that followed the rally.

Architectural renderings of a new Iowa 
Falls elementary school picture a two-story 
building attached to the southwest corner 
of the existing IF-A High School.

ARCHITECTURAL RENDERINGS BY STUDIO MELEE

In the architectural rendering pictured above, the existing Iowa Falls-Alden High School can be seen on the 
right in red. The new elementary school is on the left, with two stories of classrooms for preschool-fifth grade.

I’m hoping that by 
doing this, it’s 

going to enhance our 
community, which we 
all want to have 
happen. And then we’ll 
have more people who 
want to move into the 
community and our 
community will 
continue to grow.”

JACK KOBE
Iowa Falls School Board Member


