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Despite delays, 
local Democrats say 
process was smooth
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI
skonrad@iafal ls .com

W
ith two candidates now 
requesting a partial re-
canvass of results, the 
Iowa Democratic pres-

idential caucus isn’t quite final. But 
with 100 percent of the precinct re-
sults reported — and none of the 
Hardin County results targeted in 
the recanvass requests — it’s safe to 
say Hardin County Democrats seem 
to have gone the way of the rest of 
the state last week when they chose 
South Bend, Ind., Mayor Pete Butt-
igieg as their preferred candidate 
to take on President Donald Trump 
this fall.

Confusion over a caucus results 
reporting app inundated a phone 
bank at Iowa Democratic headquar-
ters the night of the Feb. 3 caucuses, 
and delayed the release of results un-
til the end of last week. But despite 
those complications, Hardin County 
Democrats have said the process was 
smooth locally, and results were re-
ported without complication.

Those results show Pete Butt-
igieg received the support of 164 
Hardin County Democrats, earning 
him 2.7360 state delegate equivalents. 
Those delegates will be tabulated at 
party conventions and contribute to-
ward the nomination of a Democrat-
ic presidential candidate this sum-
mer. Second place in Hardin County 
went to Massachusetts Sen. Eliza-
beth Warren with 104 Hardin County 
Democrats supporting her, equating 
to 1.5120 state delegate equivalents. 
And third place out of Hardin County 

was Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar 
with 102 voters favoring her, equat-
ing to 1.8 state delegate equivalents. 
Former Vice President Joe Biden re-
ceived support from 96 Hardin Coun-
ty Democrats for 1.5840 state delegate 
equivalents, and Vermont Sen. Ber-
nie Sanders finished fifth in Hardin 
County with support from 89 voters, 
for 1.3680 state delegate equivalents.

Sweeney, Grassley host  
local listening posts
BY JUSTIN ITES  |  i tes@iafal ls .com

W
ind energy blew into the conversation 
at Friday’s town hall meeting hosted 
by House Speaker Pat Grassley (R-New 

Hartford) and Sen. Annette Sweeney (R-Alden).
The listening post — held at Ellsworth Com-

munity College’s Ag Center — gave both politicians 
the opportunity to meet with constituents about 
their questions and concerns.

Grassley, who is getting acclimated to his role 
as the new speaker of the Iowa House, opened 
the meeting by sharing some of the topics that 
are being discussed by the Legislature. That in-
cludes school funding increases and a supple-
mental bill that would assist flooding concerns 
in southwest Iowa.

“The House is at $108 million for school fund-
ing. That includes three pieces: general aid fund-
ing, transportation equity . . . which is currently 
trying to get everyone within the same average 
cost. And then per-pupil inequities which exist 
due to property tax valuations in each differ-
ent school district. About half the school districts 
have an inequity and so this would bring us — 
that would be another $10 per student — which 
doesn’t sound like a lot but we are dealing with 
half the school districts. It’s a lot of money at one 
time,” Grassley said.

Regarding the supplemental bill for flood aid, 
Grassley said he expects that to pass through the 
House this week due to timing factors.

Sweeney said the Senate is at nearly $92 mil-
lion for increased education funding, which would 
push the overall total (since 2011) to $934 million.

“When Annette says over $900 million in 
school funding, that does not include from the 
statewide penny tax, which is an infrastructure 
fund,” Grassley said.

One citizen in attendance asked Sweeney and 
Grassley to weigh-in on a decision made by the 
Hardin County Board of Supervisors that placed a 
moratorium on commercial wind energy conver-
sion construction permits. The board made that 
decision about a month after more than 100 coun-
ty landowners signed lease agreements with wind 
energy company — RWE Renewables (formerly 
E.on). The lease agreements are concentrated in 
the southwest corner of the county. That wind 
farm project could not begin until 2022 at the 
earliest.

The Ironman Battalion - a unit of the Iowa Na-
tional Guard with an armory in Iowa Falls, 
will be deployed overseas this year.

The deployment of the 1st Battalion (Iron-
man), 133rd Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat 
Team, 34th Infantry Division, Iowa Army National 
Guard, was announced last Thursday. The orders are 
for Operation Spartan Shield in the U.S. Central Com-
mand (CENTCOM) Area of Responsibility (AOR).

This is the first of several deployments announced 
by Maj. Gen. Ben Corell, the Iowa National Guard 
Adjutant General, during his recent Condition of the 
Guard address to the Iowa General Assembly on Jan. 
16.

The Ironman Battalion will deploy with approx-
imately 550 soldiers mobilizing from National Guard 
armories in seven Iowa communities: Charles City, 
Davenport, Dubuque, Iowa City, Iowa Falls, Oelwein 
and Waterloo.

Their primary mission will involve area security 
and force protection operations in the CENTCOM AOR, 
which encompasses 27 countries including Afghani-
stan, Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates, among others.

This is the fifth federal mobilization for the 
Ironman Battalion since 2000, including a nearly 
22-month mobilization in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom from September 2005 through August 2007. 
The battalion’s most recent deployment was to Af-
ghanistan in 2010.

The battalion is currently working to schedule 
sendoff ceremonies, which will occur at the end of 
May. The Ironman Battalion will then travel to Ft. 
Bliss, Texas, to complete its final training and read-
iness checks before deploying overseas. The deploy-

DEMOCRATIC 
CAUCUS RESULTS
Hardin County
 Hardin SDE* Iowa SDE*
Biden 1.5840 679.356
Bloomberg 0 0.419
Buttigieg 2.7360 1,128.605
Gabbard 0 0.229
Klobuchar 1.8000 527.767
Sanders 1.3680 1,123.057
Steyer 0 13.238
Warren 1.5120 776.961
Yang 0 43.712
Other 0 1.386
Uncommitted 0 7.464
*State Delegate Equivalents

Hardin County Democratic Par-
ty Chairman Drew Kloetzer hasn’t 
changed his opinion about the 
caucuses since last week. He said 
he still feels good about how they 
went at Hardin County’s eight pre-
cincts, and he’s hopeful the state 
party will move forward.

“They’ll go back and do an in-
vestigation into what went wrong. 
They’re going to figure out where 
they went wrong and how to fix 
it,” he said of the state party. “It’s 
frustrating to wait this long for re-
sults, but to me it’s more important 
that you get it right than fast.”

Last week, Kloetzer said only one 
of Hardin County’s eight precincts 
had any difficulty reporting results 
through the phone app, which has 
come under fire in the last week.

As for the future, Kloetzer said 
he’d like to see the caucuses con-
tinue, and he’d like to see Iowa 
keep its first-in-the-nation status.

“Personally, I like the caucus 
process,” he said on Monday this 
week. “I know there’s people who 
don’t. You’re never going to make 
everybody happy.

“Until you really learn it, it can 
seem confusing and daunting,” he 
added, “but once you take the time 
to learn it, it’s pretty simple.”

The Republican caucuses were 
also held the evening of Feb. 3. Ac-
cording to the Republican Party of 
Iowa, President Donald Trump eas-
ily won support from Iowa Republi-
cans. Statewide, Trump received 97.1 
percent of Republican caucusgoers’ 
votes. In Hardin County, 295 – 98.3 
percent – of the participating Re-
publicans last Monday night chose 
him as their top candidate. Four 
Hardin County Republicans chose 
challenger Bill Weld, and one voter 
chose another candidate.  n
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The Ironman Battalion, which includes an armory in Iowa Falls, was last deployed in 2010, when it was 
sent to Afghanistan. The local community bid farewell to the soldiers during a sendoff ceremony (pictured 
above) at Iowa Falls-Alden High School on Aug. 3, 2010.
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and do an 

investigation into what 
went wrong. They’re 
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where they went wrong 
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frustrating to wait  
this long for results, 
but to me it’s more 
important that you  
get it right than fast.”

DREW KLOETZER
Hardin County Democratic Party Chairman
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