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BY MATTHEW REZAB
mrezab@iafal ls .com

O
nly about 1 percent of corn 
grown in Iowa is of the 
sweet variety, but Secre-
tary of Agriculture Mike 

Naig got an up-close look at the crop 
grown right here in Hardin County 
on Wednesday.

Naig, along with State Sen. An-
nette Sweeney, of Buckeye, and about 
a dozen local farmers, toured Steve 
Skartvedt’s 210 acres of sweet corn 
located south of Radcliffe. The tour 
was part of a farmers roundtable or-
ganized by Sweeney at Naig’s request.

“Everybody knows we grow a lot 
of corn in Iowa, but we also have 
commercial sweet corn production 
and the harvest will be starting 
soon,” Naig said. “The stuff looked 
really good.”

Along with the Skartvedt family’s 
210 acres, father and son Denny and 
Scott Neubauer also farm about 200 
acres of sweet corn south of Rad-
cliffe. Both farms have a contract 
with Birds Eye cannery in Waseca, 
Minn. They said the advantage of 
growing sweet corn is it’s grown on 
contract and they know what price 
they’ll get for it before it’s even 
planted. The buyer is also involved in 
determining the variety of the sweet 
corn before it’s planted. 

The pricing is based off the com-
mercial corn price, Denny said. 

“We know what we’re going to 
get already in February when we 

Schools will use 14-day 
COVID positivity average
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI
skonrad@iafal ls .com

On Thursday, the State released long-awaited 
guidelines that tell school leaders when they 
should be providing in-person instruction, 

and when they can shift to online-only classes or 
a hybrid of the two. But the data that state offi-
cials say should be used to make that determi-
nation are not currently available to local public 
health agencies or the public, and the benchmarks 
announced by the state don’t align with national 
health officials’ recommendations.

The state will use a 
county’s 14-day average 
positivity rate to deter-
mine whether school 
buildings should be 
open, or whether stu-
dents should be educat-
ed remotely. The positivity rate is the percentage of 
a county’s residents who test positive for COVID-19 
of the overall number who have been tested in a 
two-week span.

While the state publishes each county’s overall 
positivity rate (since testing began in March) and it 
posts the previous day’s positivity rate on the Iowa 
coronavirus website, the counties’ 14-day positivity 
rates are not available.

New penalties announced 
for restaurants, bars
BY MATTHEW REZAB  |  mrezab@iafal ls .com

R estaurants and bars that fail to enforce so-
cial distancing rules will now face stiffer 
penalties.

On Thursday, the Iowa Department of In-
spections and Appeals (DIA) announced a new 
policy that will penalize the businesses that fail 
to comply with the governor’s Proclamation of 
Disaster Emergency guidelines. Bars and restau-
rants are required to ensure six feet of physical 
distance between each group or individual dining 
or drinking.

Under the new rules, bars and restaurants will 
have their food and alcohol licenses revoked if 
they are found to be in violation three times.

For first and second offenses, the rules are as 
follows:
l First offense - For businesses with an al-

coholic beverage permit or license, the Alcoholic 
Beverages Division (ABD) will issue a $1,000 fine 
for the first offense. For businesses with only a 
food license, the Department of Inspections and 
Appeals will issue a warning.
l Second offense - The second documented 

infraction for either a business with only a food 
license as well as those with both a food and 
alcohol permit or license will trigger a seven-day 
suspension of the business’ alcohol permit or li-
cense by ABD, as well as a seven-day suspension 

Safety measures 
in place for Aug. 24 
start of classes
BY MARISSA VANWINGEN
mvanwingen@iafal ls .com 

Iowa Valley Community College 
District announced on July 15 
that it plans to hold classes in 

person with students living on its 
campuses in the fall. On Tuesday 
this week, Ellsworth Community 
College released its new protocols in 
place to help keep students and fac-

ulty safe as well as limit the spread 
of coronavirus.

“The administration at ECC has 
been taking the community and 
students’ safety very seriously,” 
Dean of Academic Affairs Dr. Aman-
da Estey said. “Not only to create a 
safe learning environment but also 
to ensure the safety of the commu-
nity with all of the procedures in 
place.”

One of the major concerns has 
been dorms and on-campus apart-
ments. The Iowa Falls campus offers 
housing in College Apartments, Col-
lege Suites, Thompson Hall and Wall 

Hall. Both dorms will have wings 
designated for students who need to 
be isolated because they’re showing 
symptoms of COVID-19 or have test-
ed positive. The student in question 
as well as their roommate would go 
into isolation for 14 days.

There will be more emphasis on 
keeping rooms and common areas 
clean. When students check in to 
their rooms this month they will be 
given cleaning supplies and will be 
responsible for their area. Mainte-
nance will also keep common areas 
as clean as possible.

Go online to find the 
documents released by 
the state about school 
opening guidelines.

State guidelines 
set high bar  

for online-only 
classes Naig tours sweet corn farm, 

hears from local farmers

Three strikes 
and you’re out

sign up,” he said.
Denny added that for sweet corn 

farmers there can be restrictions 
on the herbicides they’re allowed to 
use up to two years before plant-
ing. He said about 24,500 seeds are 
planted per acre of sweet corn.

Skartvedt, who farms with his 
brother Bruce Skartvedt, said this 
is the third straight year he’s grown 
sweet corn and it’s not a crop that 
generally needs to be rotated. On 
the other hand, the Neubauers also 
grow peas. Denny said peas can 
only be grown once every five years 
on the same plot of land. 

Naig said he wondered why the 
sweet corn is grown more than 140 
miles from the cannery.

“The thing I thought was in-
teresting that I didn’t think about 
until this morning was, you’ve got 
a cannery in Minnesota, why are 
they growing here?” Naig asked. 
“Well, our corn will be ready soon-
er, so they can start their produc-
tion now.”

Denny said this way the can-
nery can utilize its production ca-
pacity now instead of sitting empty 
waiting for the corn closer to home 
to mature.

Pondering why they grow sweet 
corn instead of more traditional and 
popular varieties, Skartvedt had a 
simple answer. 

“I just had the opportunity to 
grow it, so I took it.”  n
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River Tap bartender Mackenzie Goossen lifts a 
card placed on tables reminding people to social 
distance, in order to clean and sanitize the table.
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Face coverings are required on the Ellsworth Community College campus. Students can remove their masks  
in their dorm rooms, and they may be able to remove them in classrooms if social distancing is possible.

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig (right) speaks with farmers 
south of Radcliffe. Naig and the group talked about crop conditions, 
specialty crops, and food supply chain security during and after COVID.
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