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The Times Citizen staff is continuing to work 
to report on the COVID-19 global pandemic’s 
effects here in Hardin County. As of Tues-

day morning, there were 12,912 confirmed cases of 
the disease in Iowa, including 12 in Hardin County. 
Reporters are producing news every day – more 
than can fit in the paper you’re holding. We urge 
you to visit our website (www.timescitizen.com) 
to find the most up-to-date news and informa-
tion. All COVID-19 news and information is freely 
available to everyone (not just subscribers). And if 
you have an idea for a story – COVID-19 related or 
not – reach out to us by email at skonrad@iafalls.
com, by phone at 641-648-2521, or visit the Iowa 
Falls Times Citizen Facebook page. We’d love to 
hear from you.  n

Notice to Readers

Parade reunites 
Alden Elementary 
students, staff
BY JUSTIN ITES  |  i tes@iafal ls .com

T
he connection between 
teacher and student has 
never been more evident 
than it was during Mon-

day evening’s “reverse parade” at 
Alden Elementary School.

Staff members weren’t quite 
ready to say goodbye to their stu-
dents on March 15, when Gov. Kim 
Reynolds announced that school 
buildings would close for four 
weeks. On April 17 she announced 
they would remain closed through 
the school year.

Alden Elementary Principal 
Kyle Fett said there was a clear 
message from staff: they wanted 
closure in the forming of bidding 
students goodbye. 

“It was something that came 
up at our administrative meet-
ing. Teachers in Iowa Falls and 
Alden both talked about the lack 
of closure with saying goodbye 
to students,” Fett said. ‘We were 
looking for a way to do that in a 
safe way.”

While there were no hugs or 
high-fives, there were plenty of 
smiles and waves as vehicles pa-
raded by staff in the parking lot.

Sandy Heiden has worked in 
the Alden School District for the 
last 30 years. She said adjusting to 
days and weeks without students 
close by has been difficult. She 
teaches fifth grade, works in the 
district’s maker space area and is 
the school librarian as well.

“It’s hard because you want 

to hug them and say goodbye to 
them and it was just taken away. 
It has been tough and took awhile 
to get used to the quiet,” Heiden 
said.

Libby Steinfeldt - a teaching 
associate who works with special 
education students - said Mon-
day’s activity gave everyone a 
chance to get outside and have a 
reunion.

“We Zoom (video conference) 
each other, but I like face-to-face 
interaction. You take for grant-
ed how many of the kids would 
run up and give great big hugs,” 
Steinfeldt said. “I really miss that. 
I think this parade gives us a bit 
of closure and now we get ready 
for summer. But I hope we never 
have to go through this again.”

Most students will return to 
the school - if the coronavirus 
pandemic subsides - in the fall. 
But the current sixth grade class 
will be moving on to Riverbend 
Middle School next year.

Fett said his staff has done a 
great job of adapting to the on-
line learning that is currently un-
derway. Professional development 
meetings this month have focused 
on preparing in case COVID-19 re-
mains prevalent within the state.

“These are uncharted wa-
ters so we’ve all had to adapt. 
We were not totally prepared to 
go online but that’s something 
we’ve focused on now. Getting 
ready so if something like this 
is still in place in the fall, we 
will be ready to handle that,” 
Fett said. “One of our greatest 
strengths at Alden Elementa-
ry is that family feel. We pride 
ourselves in the relationships we 
build with the students.”  n

Federal funding will help 
with COVID effects
BY MATTHEW REZAB  |  mrezab@iafal ls .com

S
chool Districts in Hardin County will 
receive more than $370,000 from 
the federal government as part of 
the $71.6 million released to Iowa by 

the CARES Act’s Elementary and Secondary 
Emergency School Relief Fund. 

The funding was announced by Gov. Kim 
Reynolds during a press conference May 5. 
Iowa Department of Education Director Dr. 
Ann Lebo said 90 percent of the $71.6 mil-
lion is going directly to school districts. The 
other 10 percent will go to a state fund set 
up to help address urgent issues caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Hardin County school districts’ alloca-
tions are as follows:

AGWSR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $60,545
Alden  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $31,778
Eldora-New Providence   .  .  .  .  . $115,669
Hubbard-Radcliffe  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $29,031
Iowa Falls   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$133,701

“Every one of Iowa’s 327 school districts 
will receive an allocation of these funds to ad-
dress COVID-19 related needs at their schools, 
including online learning support, professional 
development, educational technology, mental 
health services and services to support stu-
dents with disabilities,” Lebo said.

Districts are limited in how they can 
spend the funds. For the most part, it must be 
spent on past, present or future costs related 
to COVID-19. Districts can use the money for 
expenses dating back to March 13 and must 
spend the money by Sept. 30, 2022. 

AGWSR Superintendent Erik Smith said 
the district wasn’t desperate for the relief 
funds because it hasn’t incurred any expenses 
that it normally wouldn’t have. He said the 
money will be helpful moving into next fall.

Council makes the decision  
to ‘err on the side of caution’
BY COREY MEINTS  |  mmeint s@iafal ls .com

The Hubbard Public Swimming Pool is budgeted 
some $30,000 every year. Every year, between 
upkeep and staffing, it runs at a loss.

Even so, the decision to keep the pool closed this 
season was not an easy one for the Hubbard City 
Council when it met Monday evening.

“It’s all about what to do moving forward with 
COVID-19,” Mayor Marshall Simmerman said. “The 
Chamber has already decided to not hold Hubbard 
Days. The way I see it, it’s going to be hard to open 
(the pool).”

Simmerman said it would take a minimum of 10 
lifeguards to open, and only four have been hired so 
far. The struggle to staff has gotten more difficult, he 
noted. He also said that the money lost over the course 
of a full season is part of providing the service for the 
public. But with so many unknowns, including exact-
ly when the pool could open and when school could 
start, it’s not worth being open possibly only a month.

Twelve months of           
profit ended in March
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI  |  skonrad@iafal ls .com

H ansen Family Hospital spent more than a 
year building its income statement. For 12 
months straight, it’s recorded positive bot-

tom lines and improved its performance - even over 
other critical access hospitals of similar size.

Now all of that progress is being undone by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

At two meetings last month the hospital’s board 
of trustees met to discuss the HFH financial situ-
ation. At the end of February the hospital had re-
corded a year-to-date profit of more than $520,000. 
Leaders were projecting a fiscal year-end bottom 
line of about $800,000. But just one month later, 
on March 31, the hospital’s year-to-date profit had 
sunk to $297,000, and hospital leaders are now pro-
jecting HFH will end the fiscal year with a loss of 
$2.5 million. March alone ended in the red with a 
loss of $232,000.

But they’re not going to let that happen without 
a fight.

Hubbard pool won’t 
open this year

“That’s where we feel this 
money will be used for us is 
to help us provide professional 
development, to help better our 
online learning environment for 
our students, and then what’s it 
going to take to ensure that we 
have the proper cleaning proce-
dures and cleaning equipment 
available,” Smith said.

Districts had until 5 p.m. on 
May 11 to apply for the fund-
ing. The amount of money given 
to each district is based on the 
same formula that decides how 
much Title I funding districts 
receive yearly from the feder-
al government. Funding will be 
dispersed May 13.

Iowa Falls and Alden super-
intendent Tony Neumann said 

both districts are fortunate to be 
in good financial standing, but 
the funding is still appreciated 
because of an uncertain future. 
He said he didn’t know until 
Tuesday or Wednesday that the 
funding would be available, so 
he’s not sure specifically where 
it might ultimately be spent.

“We’re trying to look and 
identify our needs for our dis-
tricts right now,” Neumann 
said. “Are we talking protective 
equipment? Are we talking tech-
nology? Are we talking some 
other things in case there are 
extended closures that would be 
pretty tight out of a budget?”

Neumann said he expects 
the districts to take a conser-

Pandemic threatens 
Hansen hospital’s 

financial gains

Local schools get $370K
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The Hubbard City Council voted Monday to keep 
the pool closed this summer to prevent the spread 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

Proper Goodbye
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Director of the Iowa Department of Education Dr. Ann Lebo 
speaks at the State Emergency Operations Center in Johnston, 
Iowa, on Tuesday, May 5, 2020.
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Alden Elementary staff (from left) Kim 
Peterson, Libby Steinfeldt, Barb Kinyon, 
Janet Tidman and Donylle Houston (from 
back) greeted students at the parade.

Alden Elementary Principal Kyle Fett 
dressed up in one of his best outfits to 
greet students and parents who par-
ticipated in the reverse parade.

Siblings Leo and Maggie Heiden greet-
ed Alden Elementary staff during 
Monday’s parade. The event allowed 
teachers to give a proper goodbye.


