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T
he Times Citizen staff is continuing to 
work to report on the COVID-19 global 
pandemic’s effects here in Hardin County. 

As of Tuesday morning, there were 3,641 
confirmed cases of the disease in Iowa, including 
four in Hardin County. Reporters are producing 
news every day – more than can fit in the paper 
you’re holding. We urge you to visit our website 
(www.timescitizen.com) to find the most up-to-
date news and information. All COVID-19 news 
and information is freely available to everyone 
(not just subscribers). And if you have an idea for 
a story – COVID-19 related or not – reach out to 
us by email at skonrad@iafalls.com, by phone at 
641-648-2521, or visit the Iowa Falls Times Citizen 
Facebook page. We’d love to hear from you.  n

Notice to Readers

Health officials 
remind public to 
stay home when 
possible
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI
skonrad@iafal ls .com

T
wo more Hardin County res-
idents have tested positive 
for COVID-19, the respiratory 

disease caused by the novel corona-
virus. Greenbelt Home Care/Hardin 
County Public Health announced the 
cases on Saturday and Monday.

The third patient is identified as 
being between the ages of 41 and 
60, and the fourth patient is an old-
er adult, between the ages of 61 and 
80. They are reportedly self-isolat-
ing at home.

The first confirmed Hardin 
County case was announced on 
March 26. It was 60-year-old Justin 
Weber, of Eldora, who remains hos-
pitalized. The second case was an-
nounced on April 16 in a person age 
18 to 41.

As with the previous cases, the 
identity of the person and their 
town of residence are not being re-
leased. (Justin Weber’s identity is 
known because his family consent-
ed to an interview with the Times 

Citizen.) Local public health officials 

have interviewed the patients and 
will contact anyone they may have 
had contact with in the last two 
weeks. Those people will be asked 
to self-isolate for two weeks.

Iowa public health officials do 
not release the town of residence 
of any person who tests positive 
for COVID-19. Iowa Code Chapter 22 
prohibits the release of information 
that could identify an individual. 
Officials have said information re-
lated to where an individual lives or 
has visited “is not essential in pro-
tecting the public’s health during 
the COVID-19 outbreak.”

“COVID-19 is circulating wide-
ly in the state and in our county,” 
said Greenbelt Home Care Public 
Health Coordinator Rocky Reents. 
“A resident’s chance of being ex-

posed to the virus is high, regard-
less of contact with a confirmed 
case. This is why all residents are 
advised to stay home as much as 
possible, and when they must leave 
for essential errands like groceries 
or to get medication, they maintain 
a six-foot distance from other indi-
viduals and avoid groups of people. 
This is because the risk of exposure 
to the virus is NOT limited to ex-
posure to a known case; you could 
just as easily be exposed to an un-
diagnosed individual who is at the 
grocery store.”

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds an-
nounced 482 new COVID-19 cas-
es on Tuesday morning, bringing 
the state total to 3,641. There have 
been 83 coronavirus-related deaths 
in the state. According to the Iowa 
Department of Public Health, as of 
Monday morning, 127 Hardin Coun-
ty residents - about 0.7 percent of 
the county’s 16,868 residents - had 
been tested for the disease.

Symptoms of COVID-19 include 
cough, fever (100.4 or greater) and 
shortness of breath. If you are ex-
periencing any of these symptoms, 
you’re instructed to call your health 
care provider before going into 
the office. Hansen Family Hospi-
tal in Iowa Falls is able to test for 
COVID-19, but patients are asked to 
call the HFH COVID-19 phone num-
ber at 641-648-7113 first.  n

Outbreaks closing 
processing plants 
across Midwest
BY COREY MEINTS  |  mmeints@iafal ls .com

W
ith processing plants 
throughout the Mid-
west shuttering to stop 
the spread of COVID-19 

among workers, the livestock in-
dustry is facing a new problem. And 
that problem stretches beyond the 
farms and slaughterhouses, reaching 
every link in the food supply chain.

One of the largest pork producers 
in the country — Iowa Select Farms 
— is headquartered in Iowa Falls. 
Communications Director Jen Soren-
son said Iowa Select sends hogs to 
be processed at JBS and Tyson Foods 
plants, some of which have been 
closed in recent days and weeks.

On Monday, the JBS plant in 
Worthington, Minn. – a plant that 
Iowa Select uses – announced it was 
closing indefinitely, laying off 2,000 
employees. Iowa Select also sends 
hogs to the JBS plants in Marshall-
town and Ottumwa, and the Tyson 
Foods plants in Storm Lake, Perry 
and Waterloo.

While Tyson Foods plants in 
Columbus Junction and Perry were 
closed after hundreds of workers 
there tested positive for COVID-19, 
and a National Beef Packing plant in 
Tama also closed down operations 
due to positive COVID-19 tests, the 
other plants have not closed.

“The pork industry only has x 
amount of hogs it can market in a 

City will pay $77K for 
preliminary plans
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI  |  skonrad@iafal ls .com

T
he Iowa Falls City Council gave its permis-
sion Monday for the city to spend more than 
$70,000 on initial plans to develop 58 acres of 

river adjacent property into the Scenic City’s newest 
neighborhood.

In January the city spent $350,000 to buy the 
property along River Road. The land — a former 
dairy — sits inside city limits. In approving the 
purchase, city leaders said it will give them the 
opportunity to make lots available for single family 
home construction. And their proximity to the river, 
council members speculated, could make them par-
ticularly attractive.

But, as City Manager Jody Anderson promised 
in January: “The easy part of this is buying the 
ground. Developing is going to be the hard part.” 
With Monday’s action, the developing process is 
now beginning.

John Gade of Fox Engineering was in attendance 
at Monday’s meeting to speak about task orders 
that were awaiting council approval. A $26,000 task 
order will pave the way for topographical study and 
boundary survey of the property. Gade said Fox En-
gineering will also produce some layouts for council 
consideration.

“We really want to hear back from you what 
your vision is,” he told the council. “Maybe some 
varying lot sizes. We want to focus on getting good 
views of the river, obviously.”

Other work will focus on how to construct a road 
from River Road up the hill to the highest point of 
the property. Gade, who walked the property last 
week, also asked the council for guidance on the 
future of the barn on the property.

“It’s really cool,” Gade said when he was asked 
his opinion of the structure. “I’d like to be able to 
design around it and I think from the city per-
spective they need to think about long term main-
tenance and liability. If it’s a requirement that all 
our concepts keep the barn I need to know that up 
front.”

Council members said they want to keep the 
barn.

“I think it needs to be part of the whole concept 
of that building development,” said council mem-
ber Steve Klein. “If we could turn that into a little 
meeting hall or whatever, the whole thing needs to 
focus around that. Like Hickory Hills [development] 
focuses around all the hickory trees. That barn is 
too cool a thing to get rid of.”

Gade said he’ll incorporate the barn in the con-

Third and fourth local 
COVID-19 cases reported

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION

Iowa Falls’ River 
Road subdivision 

plans advance
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Iowa Falls city leaders have said they want to pre-
serve the barn that sits on the River Road proper-
ty the city bought in January and intends to sub-
divide into lots for single family homes.
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Pandemic effects reach 
livestock farmers

week, month or year,” Sorenson 
said. “Anytime you take away any 
packing capacity, it impacts the 

entire industry. The concern now 
is with how many plants will close 
and for how long.”

Sorenson added that all pork 
producers operate with “just in 
time” inventory, meaning to-
day’s market animals were bred 10 
months ago and are ready. When 
they can’t be sent for processing, 
that creates problems.

“We cannot dump milk, we 
cannot plow under vegetables, we 
have no place to hold pigs,” Soren-
son said. “So it’s very concerning 
what we’re faced with these pack-
ing plant closures right now.”

Iowa Select has been working to 
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Iowa Select Farms, which is based in Iowa Falls, has adjusted its operations in recent weeks as some of the 
processing plants it sends hogs to have closed due to COVID-19 outbreaks among workers. 
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Hardin County’s Gibralter Farms is a diversified operation run by the 
Gilberts. In addition to soybeans, the farm raises dairy cows, whose 
milk is sold to Prairie Farms, and hogs, which go to Niman Ranch.

We cannot dump 
milk, we cannot 

plow under vegetables, 
we have no place to 
hold pigs. So it’s very 
concerning what we’re 
faced with these 
packing plant closures 
right now.” 

JEN SORENSON
Iowa Select Farms
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