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Local residents report 
stolen, vandalized 
political signs
BY MATTHEW REZAB  |  mrezab@iafal ls .com

D
estiny Peters’ neighbor gave her 
a Joe Biden sign last week. It was 
gone within 48 hours.

Peters’ sign was one of many 
- supporting Democratic and Republican 
candidates - that have been stolen from 
Hardin County yards in recent weeks. Ac-
cording to law enforcement call logs, just 
seven signs have been reported stolen - 
including five in two days in Iowa Falls 
on Oct. 7 and 8. 

But Jon Heitland, former chair of the 
Hardin County Democrats, believes many 
more have been stolen and not reported to 
authorities. He said he knows of at least a 
dozen that have gone missing.

“We started seeing Biden yard signs 
disappear about 10 days ago and usually we 
would have a Biden sign and then Green-
field and Scholten and Primus, but only the 
Biden signs were missing so we know it 
wasn’t just vandalism,” Heitland said.

Iowa Falls Mayor Gene Newgaard, who 
serves as chair of the Hardin County Re-
publicans, said he has also heard about 
signs being stolen.

“We had a few (Trump) signs sto-
len here in Iowa Falls,” Newgaard said. 
“We’ve had some people come into the 
Republican headquarters and say their 
signs were stolen.”

IF Board moves 
forward with new 
building plans
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI
skonrad@iafal ls .com

T
he Iowa Falls School Board 
decided two weeks ago 
that it wants to pursue 
construction of a new el-

ementary school next to the high 
school on the north side of town. 
But even with that big decision 
made, the work is just beginning.

On Sept. 30, board members met 
for a work session at which each 
said they favored a recommenda-
tion from a Facilities Study Com-
mittee to build a new elementary 
school building to replace the two 
current elementary buildings. On 
Monday this week, the board be-
gan discussing next steps.

The first step – a contract with 
engineers and designers Denovo and 
Studio Melee to produce conceptual 
drawings – was approved on Mon-
day. The district will pay $17,800 for 
drawings and materials that can be 
used to educate voters ahead of a 
bond referendum in March.

One of the next major dis-
cussions will be what to do with 
Pineview and Rock Run school 
buildings. Pineview Elementary, 
which currently houses preschool 
through first grade, was built in 
1935 with additions in 1955 and 
1999. Rock Run Elementary, which 

is home to second through fifth 
grades, was built in 1938 with an 
addition in 1955 and a gym ren-
ovation in 2008. Superintendent 
Tony Neumann has said one build-
ing could be retained to accommo-
date district offices and preschool, 
but which one is best to keep?

While Pineview’s preschool 
wing is only 21 years old, the rest 
of the building has major heating 
issues and a small gym that dou-
bles as a cafeteria. Rock Run, on 
the other hand, has older class-
rooms, but a newly-renovated gym 
and a separate cafeteria.

“This gym gets used all the 
time,” Neumann said about Rock 
Run. “We could fix up classrooms 
here to get the same feel, the same 
space, the same look [as Pineview], 
but now we also have a cafeteria 
and a gym that’s probably worth 
more value to us as a school for 
functioning than it is in the class-
rooms at Pineview.”

And, Neumann said, if a new 
school were built and the district 
saw a surge in enrollment, Rock 
Run could more easily be used to 
accommodate overflow students.

“We have lots of classrooms 
and a gym and a cafeteria where 
we can serve all of the kids out of 
here while we figure out what to 
do,” he said. “If it was at Pineview, 
I don’t know.”

Neumann said he has some 
ideas to repurpose whichever el-
ementary school is abandoned by 
the district, and those will be dis-

Hardin County tops 400 
cases, reports five deaths
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI
skonrad@iafal ls .com

An outbreak of COVID-19 has infected 19 
residents at a nursing home in Hubbard.

On Monday evening, Iowa’s coronavi-
rus website reported an outbreak of the disease 
at Hubbard Care Center. It is the first reported 
outbreak at a Hardin County long term care fa-
cility since the novel coronavirus was first de-
tected in the state in March.

Simultaneously with the report of the out-
break, the state’s website also reported that 17 
of the then-18 reported infected residents had 
recovered from the disease. But on Friday morn-
ing, the website was reporting that just two of 
the now-19 infected residents had recovered.

It is unclear when the first Hubbard Care 
Center resident tested positive. Iowa Depart-
ment of Public Health Spokesperson Amy Mc-
Coy, when asked about the altered numbers on 
the state website, said only that “there was an 
issue that was being fixed.” Hardin County Pub-
lic Health Coordinator Rocky Reents, who con-
firmed the outbreak, said she also did not know 
when the first resident tested positive. Hubbard 
Care Center Administrator Angie Kuda-Bruns 
declined to comment.

According to the Hubbard Care Center web-
site, the facility began allowing outdoor, socially 
distanced visits between residents and family 
members in late August. An outdoor visit week-
end that had been planned for Sept. 19 and 20 
was canceled on Sept. 17. As of Oct. 9 the facility 
was still only allowing closed window visits.

The Iowa Department of Public Health clas-
sifies a long term care outbreak as at least three 
residents at a single facility testing positive for 
the disease. The state does not report infections 
among nursing home employees. In June, Scenic 
Living Communities in Iowa Falls reported that 
four of its employees, as well as two Ashbrook 
Assisted Living residents had tested positive for 
COVID-19. The state did not consider that an 
outbreak because it doesn’t classify assisted liv-
ing facilities as long term care.

Hardin County has seen a spike in COVID-19 

COVID infects 
19 at Hubbard 
nursing home

Sign of the Times

School district headed for bond vote

You should respect me 
like I respect you.” 

DESTINY PETERS, Alden resident whose  
Biden sign was stolen last week
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Pineview Elementary School is the Iowa Falls School District’s oldest building. As district 
leaders plan for a bond referendum and the possible construction of a new elementary 
school they’ll be faced with the question of what to do with any buildings they abandon.

cussed at the board’s Nov. 9 meeting.
The other question before the board is 

which projects it can and should take on – 
in addition to the new school building - to 
guarantee all students benefit from improve-
ment work. A new elementary school built at 
the high school could include construction 
of new music room and a second gym to 
share with the high school – two projects 
that have been discussed for years.

“If we’re doing all of this for our elemen-
tary kids, if we’re adding to the high school 
programs, what are we doing for the middle 
school program?” Neumann said. “I think 
people will want to know.”

Next month the board will review a list 
of requested and suggested projects to con-
sider what – if anything – can be done now 
using other sources of funding. 

COVID-19 ... P2 SIGN THEFT ... P2

ELEMENTARY BUILDING ... P2

Hardin County - like many communities - has seen a rash of political sign theft in recent weeks. While there 
have been only a few reported to law enforcement, local leaders from both parties said they know of more sign 
theft and vandalism that’s gone unreported.
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Jason Heitland and his daughter, Sage Heitland, erect a campaign 
sign in Alden on Oct. 4. That banner was cut in half and repaired be-
fore being stolen. Now, just the sign posts stand in the yard (below).


