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‘That woman’ 
serves community 
by picking up trash
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI
skonrad@iafal ls .com

Y
ou’ve probably seen her 
around town. Plastic 
grocery bags looped over 
her left arm, grabber 

tool in her right hand, eyes on 
the ground.

Her name is Jane Granzow, 
but if you slip and call her “that 
woman” or “the bag lady,” she’ll 
answer just the same.

For nearly 20 years, Jane has 
been picking up the cigarette 
butts, fast food wrappers and 
water bottles that are tossed out 
car windows without a second 
thought. But she’s more than the 
woman we see carrying a bag of 
our garbage. From volunteering 
at the local thrift store, to trav-
eling the world on service trips, 
the 83-year-old retired pastor 
has one mission: to help others.

“It’s the name of the game,” 
she says matter-of-factly. “I 
think that’s the reason I exist – 
is to help people. It’s who I am.”

***
Granzow grew up on a farm 

west of Eldora. When she was 13, 
a guest speaker at church changed 
her life forever. He showed slides 
of the places he’d been on mis-
sions overseas – including New 
Guinea.

“I said, ‘I’m going there,’” she 
remembers.

And she did. Eventually.
After graduation, Jane left 

Hardin County. She pursued a ca-
reer in nursing, and a passion for 
travel. Her first major trip began 
with a flight from New York to 
Tokyo. Then a ship to Hong Kong. 
Then a jet to Bangkok, then Sri 
Lanka. Then a ferry to India. 
And a bus to England. The trip 
would be a preview of the rest of 
Jane’s life. For 60-plus years she’s 
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E ldora police have stopped picking up and trans-
porting stray or lost dogs and cats.

Eldora Police Chief Mike Ludwigs said the 
decision to stop moving the animals to Eldora Veter-
inary Care happened about three weeks ago, and was 
for budget and liability reasons.

“They were charging the city money to basically 
spay or neuter the animals,” Ludwigs said. “The city 
administrator sat down and said, ‘Can you get with 
the vet clinic and see what can be done?’ It’s also a 
liability issue for us to have an animal in the back 
(of squad cars).”
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O
n Thursday, Democratic presiden-
tial candidate Sen. Amy Klobuchar 
did something most politicians 
have a tough time doing – she 

listened instead of speaking.
Minnesota’s senior senator sat and lis-

tened to local farmers at Dave and Mary 
Jensen’s farm southeast of Iowa Falls talk 
about the trade war with China, how it has 
impacted them personally and what their 
concerns are for the future.

“My main gripe I guess is that those 
markets aren’t going to come back,” Dave 
Jensen said. “China is investing in Asia and 
South America. They’re going to become de-
pendable suppliers and we’ll be out.”

President Donald Trump announced 
$16 billion in a trade assistance package 
for farmers last May. In 2018, $12 billion 
was spent to offset losses resulting from 
trade disputes. Iowa farmers can expect 
to see between $40 and $79 per acre from 
this year’s bailout.

Dave Jensen told Klobuchar that China 
is looking at the situation for the long term.

“They’ve been around 5,000 years and 
we haven’t,” he said. “They’re in it for the 
long haul. They don’t think (in terms of) 
six months or six years, they’re thinking 
50 years.”

Klobuchar said she doesn’t believe the 
tariffs will work even if better trade deals 
with China and other countries are nego-
tiated. She believes the tariffs are help-
ing strengthen the infrastructures of other 
crop-producing countries like Brazil.

“What they’re doing is they’re pushing 
out new competitors. It doesn’t mean the 
prices are going to be high,” Klobuchar 
said. “They’re going to have all these new 
competitors in foreign lands.”

Iowa Falls farmer John Gilbert told 
Klobuchar that he’s concerned about un-
fair policies and laws coming out of Wash-
ington, D.C. He said the only way a civil 
society can function is if there’s a sense of 
fairness and fair play.

“When you see things in pretty much 
every policy, every rule, every law is an ex-
ercise in unfairness, you shouldn’t be sur-
prised when people get upset,” Gilbert said.

Klobuchar rolled out a plan earlier this 
week that she says would expand commod-
ity support, disaster programs and federal 
crop insurance for small and family-owned 
farms. She believes her plan would promote 
exports, drive job growth and invest heavily 
in rural infrastructure. Klobuchar’s plan calls 
for high-speed broadband internet to every 
home and business in America by 2022.

Farmer Tim Broer told Klobuchar he 
doesn't think it's fair that he got a bailout, 
but the average person shopping at Walmart 
isn’t getting a rebate.

“I think part of it is they have some em-
pathy from the farmers,” Klobuchar said. 
“They know it’s not your fault. And it seems 
so distant, but you know it’s a lot of money 
and it’s money we should be making world-
wide. Instead we’re subsidizing.”

Host Mary Jensen said she was con-
tacted by Marian Kuper, secretary of the 
Hardin County Democrats, about hosting 
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The Laude Alden Memorial Pool has been forced 
to shut down for the year.

Alden Public Works Director Andy Jass said 
a leaky boiler issue arose overnight on Thursday 
into Friday.

“The boiler started leaking last night pretty bad and 
there’s no way to shut it off,” he said on Friday. “It’s 
been on the list to be replaced for a while. We hoped to 
make it through the summer, but we came up a little 
short.”

Jass estimated 40,000 gallons of water would be 
used if the pool stayed open the remainder of the 
summer.

Go online to find a video of 
Jane Granzow talking about 
her community cleanup habit 
and what motivates her.

To me, a 
patriot is one 

who cares for and 
loves the place that 
they live ... I think 
I’m being patriotic 
by picking up the 
trash because I 
love where I live 
and I want to keep 
the place that I live 
in clean and 
healthy for the 
whole earth.”

JANE GRANZOW

the event. Jensen said she met and 
liked Klobuchar when the senator vis-
ited Iowa Falls earlier this summer.

“I like that she’s Midwestern 
pragmatic, let’s get stuff done,” she 
said. “Idealistically, we should be here 
(hand motion), but I understand we 
can only get to here right now, and 
that’s what I like about her.”

After the meeting, Klobuchar ad-
dressed other candidates’ comments 

calling President Donald Trump a 
white supremacist.

“I have said very clearly that he is a 
racist and that a number of his reactions 
and things that he has said would be 
things that a white supremacist would 
say,” she said. “When he said there were 
two sides after Charlottesville, there’s 
not two sides, there’s only one side and 
that’s the American side when the other 
side is the Ku Klux Klan.”  n

Eldora looking for 
solutions for lost 
or stray animals

Leaky boiler 
closes Alden pool

Klobuchar listens to local farmers

blended work – first as a nurse, 
and later as a Lutheran pas-
tor – and travel. She estimates 
she’s been to 86 countries, al-
though the breakup of Yugosla-
via and German reunification 
make counting difficult.

She was in Niger during 
a coup d’état, and she spent 

a week on an erupting volcanic island. 
She’s hiked to the bottom of the Grand 
Canyon (and back up), camped her way 
from Iowa to Alaska, and at age 80 she 
walked 80 miles of the El Camino Santi-
ago trail in Spain.

“To me, it’s just exciting. If I’m go-
ing to die, I might as well enjoy the ride. 
Whatever happens, happens.”

Jane did make it to New Guinea. She 
was working for a New York-based orga-
nization that places nurses in countries 
around the world, and Jane – remem-
bering the church slideshow – request-
ed New Guinea. As the plane landed on 
the island north of Australia, she looked 
out her window. Men standing along the 
grass landing strip were dressed in native 
clothing with tusk nose piercings.

“Oh my gosh! I’m living National Geo-
graphic!” she remembers exclaiming. “I 
was so excited.”

***
It was travel that led Jane to a hobby of 

plastic bags and trash grabbers. In 2000, on 
a trip to the African nation of Botswana, 
she noticed garbage bags lying along the 
city streets. When she returned home to 
Buffalo, Iowa, she looked around. For the 
first time, she noticed trash along the roads.

“I knew it was there, I just hadn’t 
seen it until then,” Jane said. She quotes 
Proust, who wrote, “The real voyage of dis-
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Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Amy Klobuchar sits with Dave Jen-
sen at his home southeast of Iowa Falls. Klobuchar listened to the concerns 
of about a dozen local farmers during a discussion Thursday morning.
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Alden pool manager Jammie Tacchia cleans the 
pool in this 2018 photo. The pool is closed for the 
season because of a mechanical malfunction.

Jane Granzow started picking up trash when she 
returned from a trip to Botswana in 2000. Now, 
every day, she's out with her trash grabber and 
plastic bags, working to keep the Scenic City scenic.
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A shelf in Jane Granzow’s Iowa Falls apartment displays travel books 
from just a few of the countries she’s visited, as well as artifacts she’s 
picked up on her travels. In all, she estimates she’s been to 86 countries.
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