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N
ew faces will grace a number 
of boards and councils across 
Hardin County after Tuesday’s 

first combined city and school board 
elections. 

Iowa Falls
While the Iowa Falls City Council will 

remain as it has — all three incumbents 
ran unchallenged and won re-election 
— the Iowa Falls School Board will have 
two new faces.

Chris Stauffer, the lone incumbent 
seeking re-election, won another term 
on the board. He will be joined by new-
comers Dawn Parker, a retired teacher 
who received the most votes, and Jack 
Kobe, who sought office as a write-in 
candidate two years ago and lost by 
three votes.

“I’m excited about it,” Kobe said of 
his win Tuesday night. “When I lost 
two years ago it was pretty much a done 
deal that I was going to do it again.”

Eldora
The four-way race for two seats on 

the Eldora City Council was tightly con-
tested Tuesday night with fewer than 
100 votes separating the top and bottom 

vote getters. 
In the end, incumbent Blake Jones 

won the race, followed by former 
Council member Cindy Johns. Council-
man Robert John and first-time chal-
lenger Taylor Koppes fell short of win-
ning four-year terms on the Council.

Johns last served after she was ap-
pointed to current City Administrator 
Dave Mitchell’s seat after he took his 
position in November 2017. She was 
defeated by Jones in a special elec-
tion in February 2018. Robert John was 
elected to the Council for the first time 
in 2015. 

“I’m excited to get back and rep-
resent the citizens again,” Cindy Johns 
said. “Anyone who knows me knows 
I always check up on things before I 
make a decision. I’ve tried to keep up 
with things as they’ve gone along.”

Mayor Dave Dunn was retained 
by a count of 308-205 over challenger 
and current Councilman Aaron Bud-
weg. Budweg will retain his seat on 
the Council. He’ll be up for re-election 
in 2021.

“I’m optimistic with the team we 
have,” Dunn said. “We have a lot to do. 
We have some recovery to get done and 
we’ve got a good team to go forward.”
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A
fter months of campaign-
ing, and a heartbreakingly 
close defeat in April, IVCCD 

officials are thrilled their $32 
million bond referendum was 
passed by District voters Tues-
day.

“This was extremely im-
portant,” said Ellsworth Com-
munity College Provost Dr. 
Martin Reimer. “There’s not 
a whole lot of new construc-
tion here. It’s getting our ag-
ing buildings (fixed) that have 
deferred maintenance for de-
cades.”

The measure passed with 
62.43 percent of the vote in the 
10-county District. In Hardin 
County, more than 69 percent 
of voters cast ballots in favor of 
the bond (1,958-868). More than 
11,000 ballots were cast district 
wide.

An almost identical referen-
dum was defeated in April by 
a mere 62 votes. Campaigners 
having more opportunity to in-
form the public about why the 
referendum was needed and 
important this time around was 
vital, Reimer said.

“Having more time to go out 
and make sure the voters were 
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I
n 2018, Democrat J.D. Schol-
ten lost to now-nine-term 
4th Congressional District 

Republican Rep. Steve King by 
three percentage points. In 2020, 
he believes he will win.

“Last time I hoped to win, 
but fell just a little bit short,” he 
said at the Wellsburg Public Li-
brary on Saturday. “This time I 
expect to win.”

Scholten was in Wellsburg, 
and later Hubbard, this weekend, 
doing what he’s been doing since 
the spring of 2018 — taking his 
message to voters in all 39 coun-
ties in the 4th District. He told 

about 20 people in Wellsburg 
that while he expects King to be 
the victor in a five-way Repub-
lican primary race, the former 
Minor League professional pitch-
er doesn’t care who his oppo-
nent is in the November general 
election.

“When I pitched, I didn’t care 
who the batter was, I’m going 
to pitch to my strengths,” he 
said. “So much of what we did 
last cycle and at town halls and 
here, I’m not just here to bash 
him. I’m here to say what we’re 
fighting for, because I feel like 
when you talk about what you’re 
for, that’s when people care.”

Ackley girl will vie for 
agriculture pageant title
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A
t the young age of 12, AGWSR seventh-grader 
Chloe Bittner already has a vision of her future 
employment in the agriculture industry.

Her love of animals — especially llamas — has 
steered her toward an interest in becoming a veteri-
narian. But there are going to be a few years before the 
Ackley resident is old enough to attend college.

Bittner was recently named Hardin Junior Miss 
United States Agriculture (age division 10-12), and will 
attend a pageant in Maryville, Mo., next month. While 
there, she’ll vie for the title of Iowa Miss United States 
Agriculture.

Bittner’s mother, Shawna Dickinson, said Chloe will 
participate in activities that include an interview on 
stage and state fashion fun.

“I started off as Iowa Llama Princess,” said Bittner. 
“I was supporting our community walking around the 
(Iowa) State Fair. Some of the queens had asked to 
get pictures with me. They said I should try for this 
because they thought I could be a good representative. 

“This is very important to me because I’m repre-
senting women in agriculture and showing that not just 
men can do it,” she said. “I’m representing our county. 
If I do get the title, I’m representing Iowa. If I win, 
my responsibility is going to Nationals in Orlando, Fla., 
and then I would represent at fairs around the United 

informed when they went to the polls 
was key,” Reimer said. “This time they 
had more information and were well 

IVCCD bond gets voters’ OK
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with a dream

Local elections 
choose new 

representation

Scholten stumps 
in Hardin County
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J.D. Scholten (right), a Democratic candidate for Iowa’s 4th Congressional District, visited 
Wellsburg on Saturday morning. Scholten, who in 2018 was narrowly defeated by Rep. Steve 
King for the same seat, is back to challenge King, a nine-term congressman, again.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Chloe Bittner, of Ackley, dreams of becoming a vet-
erinarian. She hopes her participation in a pageant 
will result in scholarships to help fulfill that dream.
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Voters went to polls across Hardin County to cast ballots in city and school elections on Tuesday. While 
some races featured unchallenged incumbents, a number included new faces.

Hardin County 
Election Results
 Vote
IOWA FALLS Totals
Mayor
Gene Newgaard 797
City Council
Michelle Gritsch 723
Roger Nissly 804
Bruce Thies 730
School Board
Matt Hill 583
Jack Kobe 699
Dawn Parker 883
Chris Stauffer 754

ALDEN
Mayor
Jeff Fiscus 94
Harley Mourlam 86
City Council
Jerry Hartema 135
Jeff Heinzeroth 95
Mark Oliver 125
Mike Oliver 122
School Board
Chris Barber 100
Jon Bartlett 126
Brock Puffett 100
Kari Scholte 196
Heather Vierkandt 131

ELDORA
Mayor
Aaron Budweg 205
David Dunn 308
City Council
Robert John 193
Cindy Johns 226
Blake Jones 288
Taylor Koppes 220
School Board
Marc Anderson 596
Emily Herring 555
Nick LaVelle 580
Maggie Vander Wilt 572
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Special Election Results
County Yes No % Passage
Butler 2 0 100%
Franklin 55 36 60.4%
Grundy 366 166 68.8%
Hamilton 5 0 100%
Hardin 1,958 868 69.2%
Jasper 35 34 50.7%
Marshall 2,540 1,598 61.3%
Poweshiek 1,214 928 56.7%
Tama 734 528 58.2%
Total 6,909 4,158 62.4%


