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Two students 
alerted others, led 
evacuation effort
BY COREY MEINTS
mmeint s@iafal ls .com

O
ne hundred fifty Ells-
worth Community College 
students were displaced 

Wednesday by a small fire in 
Thompson Hall dormitory. 

The Iowa Falls Police Depart-
ment received a call about heavy 
smoke just after 3 p.m. The Iowa 
Falls Fire Department, EMS and 
police responded. When firefight-
ers arrived at the scene, they 
reported heavy smoke while at-
tempting to enter the main door 
on the south side to the men’s 
dormitory. They also found smoke 
billowing out of a basement vent 
on the south side of the build-
ing. Water was applied to the vent 
while firefighters cleared out the 
smoke.

ECC Provost Dr. Martin Reimer 
said there was little fire dam-
age, but heavy smoke did spread 
throughout the building. He also 
confirmed that it appears the fire 
started in the basement.

“From what I was told, it was 
a small localized fire,” Reimer 
said. “Not a lot of flame damage, 
but a lot of smoke damage.”

Reimer said the building holds 
190 students, but only had 150 
residents living in it. It is unclear 
how many students were in the 
building at the time, but Reimer 
said the building had been evacu-
ated and no one was injured.

DNR plans for future 
of Steamboat dam
BY COREY MEINTS  |  mmeint s@iafal ls .com

N
ate Hoogeveen, River Pro-
grams Director for the Iowa 
Department of Natural Re-

sources, has seen dams like the one 
in Steamboat Rock. He’s seen the 
good and the bad associated with low 
head dams like it.

Some low head dams are used 
to create recreational opportunities, 
some for power. Some improve water 
quality through aeration. Some do all 
of that, while also posing a threat to 
human life.

“Over its 80-plus-year life, four 
people have drowned at this dam,” 
Hoogeveen said. “Like all low head 
dams, at higher flows it forms a re-
circulating current that traps and 
drowns victims. One of our missions 
at the DNR is safety in outdoor rec-
reation, and we happen to own this 
dam. We don’t want another acci-
dent.”

These dams also affect aquatic 
life.

“The dam also limits fish pas-
sage, and is the upstream-most bar-
rier for flathead catfish,” Hoogeveen 
said. “You just don’t see very many 
flatheads upstream of this dam, and 

we could restore their range as far 
upstream as Iowa Falls — 24 miles 
upriver.”

Greg Gelwicks, DNR Fisheries, 
said a recent study found just two 
catfish from above the dam to Har-
din City. That same study found some 
200 from below the dam to Pine Lake. 
The simple reason is that once fish 
go over the dam, they can’t return.

There are solutions. The DNR, 
along with Des Moines-based en-
gineering firm LT Leon Associates, 
were in Steamboat Rock Tuesday to 
discuss the past and present of the 
dam. More importantly, the future of 
the dam was also discussed.

“It’s about the future of Steam-
boat Rock dam, and it’s the first 
step in what we call an ‘exploratory 
phase’ to look at other options than 
the dam as it is, and decide whether 
or not to proceed with one of them,” 
Hoogeveen said. “If a pool of water 
is what’s desired most, that’s some-
thing we can recreate with other 
methods that don’t kill people, for 
one thing, and it’s better for the river 
in that it will allow fish to move up 
and down.”

Mimi Wagner, of lead engineering 
group LT Leon, said the meeting pro-
duced a lot for her firm to mull over 
while developing plans. She said the 
discussion, and individual notes from 

BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI  |  skonrad@iafal ls .com

T
imes Citizen Communications became the 
latest victim of a ransomware cyber attack 
on Thursday.

The Iowa Falls-based company publishes the 
Times Citizen and Ackley World Journal newspapers, 
and operates KIFG Radio and a printing press in the 
Southview Industrial Park. Jay Luther, the compa-
ny’s director of IT, said the attack most likely got 
into the network through an email attachment or 
a hyperlink.

Ransomware is 
a software that in-
filtrates a computer 
network and blocks 
access to a comput-
er or a network until 
a ransom is paid. It’s 
different than a data 
breach in that the goal 
of the attack is not 
to steal personal in-
formation, but to lock 
down access to data 
and files until mon-
ey is paid. Files on a 
network or a computer 
are encrypted, which 
blocks access to them 
by the owner. In some cases, if the ransom is paid, 
the attacker then sends a code that will decrypt 
the encrypted files.

Attacks like the one leveled on Times Citizen 
Communications have been making headlines in re-
cent months. An Aug. 16 attack hit 22 towns in Tex-
as, blocking city officials’ access to birth and death 
certificates and their ability to accept bill payments. 
Just this week, an estimated 400 dental offices were 
locked out of patient files and other data by an attack 
that hit two software companies in Wisconsin.

The Barlow Memorial Library in Iowa Falls was 
attacked in June. Library Director Erin Andrews 
said employees who were working on a Saturday 
noticed that some of the files on the network were 
inaccessible. Andrews brought in her husband, 
Brad Andrews, and he brought in his coworker, 
Iowa Falls State Bank IT Director Tim Skyles. An-
drews said Skyles recognized it as a ransomware 
attack, and instructed her to shut down computers 

Times Citizen 
falls victim to 
ransomware 

attack

“The alarms went off and our RAs 
(resident assistants) and staff helped 
make sure that everybody was evac-
uated,” Reimer said.

Two students, whose names were 
not released, were transported to 
Hansen Family Hospital for smoke in-
halation, and they were later released. 
The two reportedly ran through the 
building to alert fellow residents.

Thompson Hall resident Mar-
cus Thompson said he and a friend 
were watching television when people 
started knocking on doors and yelling 
to get out.

“One of the football players 
knocked on my door and said ‘There’s 
a fire, there’s a fire,’” Thompson said. 
“I didn’t really see anything, but it 
smelled like smoke, like gas. People 
kept saying it was on the first floor by 
where the washers and dryers are.”

the crowd, will help the firm develop three 
plans to present the public. A fourth plan is 
to do nothing at all.

“The purpose of this meeting was 
for us to hear what is important locally,” 
Wagner said. “We have to talk to people to 
know what the concerns are. I made a list 
of all the questions that were asked and 
then we’ll have the sticky notes, a physical 
piece of paper with comments we will doc-

ument and sort by categories and be able 
to quantify them. But more than anything, 
it will give us a range of what people want 
and what they’re thinking.”

Wagner said it’s important to the DNR 
that whatever change or modification they 
make to the dam is a fit to the community 
as best as possible.

“I describe the dam as aging infrastruc-

A dam’s future

YOU CAN HELP
Donations for students affected 

by the fire are being accepted. 
Needed items include snacks; sports/
leisure shorts of all sizes; water and 
Gatorade; plain T-shirts; and laundry 
detergent/Clorox wipes. Items can  
be dropped off in the Kruse Main 
lobby area on campus. Monetary 
donations should be directed to the 
Ellsworth College Foundation and  
Kristie Nevenhoven, who can be 
reached at 641-648-8576.

Dorm fire displaces students
Fire-damaged mattresses lie in a pile outside Ellsworth Community College’s Thompson Hall dorm after a small 
fire Wednesday afternoon. No one was injured, but two students were evaluated for smoke inhalation.

As always, 
our readers 

are our primary 
concern. We’re 
determined to 
get them their 
newspaper, 
whether it’s a 
blizzard with 40 
mph winds, or a 
cyber attack.”

JOHN GOOSSEN
Times Citizen Communications 

General Manager
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Students watch from the parking lot as Iowa Falls firefighters enter Thomp-
son Hall. The cause of the fire is thought to have been electrical. Students 
won’t be able to move back into the dorm for at least two weeks.

DAM MEETING ... P2

COREY MEINTS / TIMES CITIZEN

The Iowa Department of Natural Resources and a Des Moines engineering firm are 
planning for the future of the low head dam in Steamboat Rock. A meeting this week 
sought input from the people who live near it and recreate in it.


