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Planning for RAGBRAI 
starts next week
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI
skonrad@iafal ls .com

L
ocal bicycling enthusiasts and 
community leaders gathered at 
Iowa Falls’ Spoken Wheel Cyclery 
Bike Shop on Thursday to com-

memorate the announcement that Iowa 
Falls will be an overnight stop on the 
48th Register’s Annual Great Bicycle Ride 
Across Iowa (RAGBRAI) in July. This is the 
first time since 2004 that RAGBRAI has 
planned an overnight stop in the Scenic 
City.

The event could bring more than 15,000 
people to town on July 21, as they travel 
from the previous stop in Fort Dodge, to 
the next stop in Waterloo. Planning for a 
crowd that large will be a massive under-
taking, and that work will start next week 
with the first volunteer meeting. 

The meeting on Feb. 5 will choose vol-
unteers for the RAGBRAI Iowa Falls exec-
utive committee, as well as representation 
on 20 subcommittees. Those subcommit-
tees include: budget; fundraising; hospi-
tality; publicity; web and social media; 
campground; food and vendors; housing; 
showers; sanitation; recycling; informa-
tion center; volunteers; beverage garden; 
entertainment; special events; communi-
cations; transportation; electrical; and law 
enforcement and public safety.

The effort will require 80 to 100 volun-
teers to staff the executive and subcom-
mittees. Meetings with RAGBRAI repre-
sentatives will begin Feb. 11, and continue 
throughout the spring and into July. 

If you’re interested in volunteering to 
help, attend the meeting at the Ellsworth 
Community College Agriculture & Renew-
able Energy Center’s conference room at 
707 Ellsworth Ave. on Wednesday, Feb. 5, 
at 5:30 p.m. If you’re not able to attend the 
meeting but would like to help, contact 
Iowa Falls Chamber/Main Street at 641-
648-5549, or email chamber@iowafalls-
chamber.com.  n

Wells, water treatment  
plant top the list
BY SARA KONRAD BARANOWSKI  |  skonrad@iafal ls .com

H
undreds of volunteers worked last March to 
fill and stack sandbags around Iowa Falls’ in-
frastructure as a massive ice jam pushed the 

Iowa River over its banks and threatened to inundate 
city wells and the wastewater treatment plant. Disas-
ter was averted, but city officials are now investigat-
ing what can be done to protect that infrastructure 
from future high-water events.

At a meeting last week, the Iowa Falls City Council 
gave its permission to pay Fox Engineering $25,000 
to develop a flood mitigation plan that, at best, could 
get federal funding, and at worst, would require some 
city spending, but in the end would put leaders’ and 
citizens’ minds at rest.

The impetus for the plan is $110 million that’s 
being made available by the federal government in 
the form of grants. The money is intended to be 
used by local government entities to put disaster 
prevention measures in place. The grants, which are 
being distributed over a 10-state area from an office 
in Denver, Colo., would fund 80 percent of a project, 
with the remaining funding coming from the local 
government.

Mitch Holtz of Fox Engineering said the study 
will look specifically at what can be done to protect 
the wastewater treatment plant, and two low-lying 
wells along River Road and Cedar Street.

“We want to make sure that those are properly 
flood-proof, so if we do get a 100-year event, the 
city can maintain those facilities without any prob-
lems to any businesses in town,” Holtz said. “With 
the ice jam in the spring, that brought to light a few 
things the city wants us to look at and see what we 
need to do.”

Holtz said the plan likely would not include a levy 
— that kind of project would be too expensive. In-
stead, he said it may include suggestions like moving 
pipes and control panels higher.

T
he Iowa Democratic and 
Republican parties will conduct 
caucuses on Monday, Feb. 3. 
Look below to find information 

about where and when the Hardin 
County caucuses will be held.

DEMOCRATS:
The Democratic Presidential 

Caucuses in Hardin County will be held 
Monday, Feb. 3. Doors will open no 
later than 6:30 p.m. in all venues, and 
attendees must be in line by 7 p.m. to 
participate and must attend the caucus 
for their precinct. Caucus precinct 
locations are based on your voting 
precinct:

Alden/Buckeye: Alden American Legion 
Community Center, 502 West St., Alden

Concord/Grant/Sherman/Tipton: 
South Hardin Middle School Old Gym, 
200 E. Chestnut St., Hubbard

Eldora/Pleasant/Providence/Union: 
South Hardin High School Gymnasium, 
1800 24th St., Eldora

Eldora City: South Hardin High School 
Auditorium, 1800 24th St., Eldora

Etna/Clay: Ackley Recreation Club, 902 

Want to help?
What: A meeting for those who want to help plan Iowa Falls’ July 

21 overnight RAGBRAI stop 
When: Wednesday, Feb. 5, at 5:30 p.m.
Where: ECC Ag & Renewable Energy Center, 707 Ellsworth Ave.
Details: The goal of the meeting will be to establish membership 

of an executive committee, and 20 subcommittees
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With the caucuses around the corner, politics are in the air. Iowa Falls resident Jon 
Heitland’s collection of political buttons from decades past is on display to the 
public in the front window of the former Dorothy’s building in downtown Iowa Falls.

CAUCUS MONDAY

SPOKEN FOR
City seeks help to 
protect vulnerable 

infrastructure

FLOOD MITIGATION ... P2
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Last spring's Iowa River ice jam pushed ice and wa-
ter out of the river's banks, over roads and threat-
ened wells and the wastewater treatment plant.
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Bicyclists and community leaders celebrated the start of RAGBRAI planning this week. They are (from left) 
Adam Nederhoff, Tyler Duit, Kat Bissell, Jeff Burchfield, Diana Thies, Michelle Nederhoff and Gene Newgaard.
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RAGBRAI last passed through Hardin County in 2015, when it ar-
rived in Eldora via Alden, Buckeye and Radcliffe, before heading 
out through Steamboat Rock and Ackley (pictured above). 

St., Hubbard
Eldora City: Eldora-New Providence 

Elementary Gymnasium, 1100 12th 
Ave., Eldora

Eldora Township-Pleasant-
Providence-Union-Whitten: 

Eldora-New Providence Elementary 

Gymnasium, 1100 12th Ave., Eldora
Hardin-Ellis-Jackson: Rock Run 

Elementary School, 710 North St., 
Iowa Falls

Iowa Falls #1 and #2: Rock Run 
Elementary School, 710 North St.,  
Iowa Falls  n

8th Ave., Ackley
Hardin/Ellis/Jackson: ECC 

Agriculture & Renewable Energy 
Center, 707 Ellsworth Ave.,  
Iowa Falls

Iowa Falls #1: Martin Ellsworth 
Dittmer Gymnasium at ECC, 1021 
River St., Iowa Falls

Iowa Falls #2: Pineview Elementary 
School Gymnasium, 1510 
Washington Ave., Iowa Falls

REPUBLICANS:
The Republican Presidential 

Caucuses in Hardin County will be 
held Monday, Feb. 3. Registration 
will begin at 6 p.m. in all venues, 
and caucusing will begin at 7 p.m. 
To participate you must attend the 
caucus for your precinct. Caucus 
precinct locations are based on  
your voting precinct:

Alden-Buckeye: Dave and Annette 
Sweeney home, 21547 Hwy S27, Alden

Clay-Etna: St. Mary Catholic Church, 
611 Sherman Ave., Ackley

Concord-Sherman-Grant-Tipton: 
Hubbard Fire Station, 218 S Iowa 


