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A statewide indoor mask 
mandate began Aug. 4 after 
the Delta variant brought 
a dire shortage of hospital 
beds statewide and the high-
est single-day case increase 
since March 2020.

The mandate will remain 
in effect until Sept. 1. 

The Louisiana Depart-

ment of Health announced 
6,797 new COVID-19 cases 
since Jan. 6, 2021, when 
6,882 cases were reported. 

“To see this current rise in 
COVID-19 cases and hos-
pitalizations is becoming in-
creasingly scary,” Gov. John 
Bel Edwards. “We reported 
nearly 6,800 cases today in 
addition to the nearly 8,000 
that were reported from the 
weekend. 

“As I said recently, this 
surge is on us, and that 

means it is up to each of 
us to do our part to bring 
it to an end. It’s within our 
power. Getting vaccinated is 
the best way to stay safe and 
healthy during this pandem-
ic. It is the best way to put it 
behind us.”

Locally, West Baton 
Rouge Parish President Ri-
ley “Pee Wee” Berthelot has 
also urged residents to take 
the vaccination.

“We’re trying to get 
everyone to get the shot.,” he 
said. “I’ve talked to people 
who have different ideas 
such that is not approved, 
or theories among younger 
people who are scared it will 
make them sterile.

“I think the shots will 
help,” he said. “I’m not 
saying it’s 100 percent, but 
we would like everybody to 
get the vaccine. Right now, 
I know more people in our 
parish with COVID now 
than last month.” 

West Baton Rouge Parish 
Government has quarantined 
four employees, Berthelot 
said.

Individuals can call the 
COVID-19 Vaccine Hotline 
at 1-855-453-0774 to get 
their questions answered, 
speak directly with a medical 
professional, find a vaccine 
provider near them, and 
schedule an appointment 
today.
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Jamyah Banks, Makayla Thibodeaux and Meltdown Snoballs owner/founder 
Zein Clayton stay busy around the clock with the snowball business, which is 
among the last four in a contest to determine the best snowball stand in the 
state as part of a poll by LouisianaWeekend.com.

Zein Clayton has two 
years before he finishes 
high school, yet he oper-
ates a business which has 
drawn a lot of attention in 
a relatively short time.

The son of Dante’ and 
Amy Clayton owns Melt-
down Snoball Stand in 
Brusly, which has drawn 
high praise in a statewide 
competition.

Meltdown is among 
the four finalists for the 
best snowball in Louisi-
ana as part of an online 
vote conducted by Louisi-
anaWeekend.com, which 
is associated with WAFB 
Ch. 9 and other Gray Me-
dia TV stations statewide.

At 16, he approaches 
contest – and the business 
as a whole – with a zest 
more commonly found in 
veteran entrepreneurs.

“I took on this plan 
during the quarantine be-
cause it seemed like fun 
and I knew it would do 
well in this area,” he said. 
“I watched some YouTube 
videos on how to operate 
a snowball stand, and that 
got me started.” 

It wasn’t his first foray 
in the snowball business. 
He helped with Mae’s 
Snowballs, which his 
grandmother operated in 
Port Allen, and he spent 
time in golf cart business.

But The Meltdown has 
been his best experience 
in business thus far. Aside 
from the snowballs, he 
has expanded to include 
chili dogs and ice cream.  

His crew also includes 
employees Lexi Maga-
na, Makayla Thibodeaux, 

Makayla Bolton, Patrick 
Gales and Jamya Banks, 
along with the help of 
marketing manager Jas-
mine Keaton.  It’s a steady 
flow of work and custom-
ers from open to close, he 
said.

“It gets hectic, and 
sometimes kind of loud, 
but at the end of the day 
we all know we enjoy 
this,” Zein said. 

Zein may even contin-
ue the work once school 
starts. He juggled work 

and the class schedule in 
spring when he did his 
four hours of academics 
and operated the business.

The success with the 
snowball business stems 
from a time-honoree ap-
proach. 

“I’m trying to make 
sure I give the customers 
the best product they can 
find,” Zein said. It’s the 
customers and my team 
that keep Meltdown Sno-
balls possible.”

 

Young snowball stand operator 
in finals for statewide honor

See FISH on Page 2

“I know more 

people in our 

parish with 

COVID now than 

last month - 

Parish President 

Riley ‘Pee Wee’ 

Berthelot”

BATON ROUGE — The 
Louisiana Departments of 
Health, Environmental Qual-
ity, and Wildlife and Fish-
eries today issue a series of 
updates to six existing fish 
consumption advisories.
  The State issues precau-
tionary advisories when un-
acceptable levels of mercury 
are detected in fish or shell-
fish.
   The Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality conducts 
fish sampling. LDH then 
uses this data to determine 
the need for additional advi-
sories or to modify existing 
advisories. Each advisory 
lists the specific fish, makes 
consumption recommenda-
tions and outlines the geo-
graphic boundaries of the 
affected waterways.

 Amite River
Drainage Basin

   Includes Amite River from 
the Mississippi State Line 
to its confluence with Lake 
Maurepas, Colyell Creek, the 
Amite River Diversion Canal 
and the Petite Amite River.
   Women of childbearing 
age and children less than 
7 years of age should con-
sume no more than one 
meal per month* of bowfin 
(choupique, grinnel), fresh-
water drum (gaspergou), 
largemouth bass and war-
mouth combined from the 
advisory area; OR should 
consume no more than two 
meals per month of bigmouth 

buffalo, crappie (sac-au-lait), 
flathead catfish, redear sun-
fish and spotted bass com-
bined from the advisory area. 
Other adults and children 7 
years of age and older: no 
advisory 

Bayou Liberty
  Includes Bayou Liberty 
only. 
  Women of childbearing age 
and children less than 7 years 
of age should not consume 
black crappie; AND should 
consume no more than one 
meal per month of bowfin 
(choupique, grinnel), flat-
head catfish, largemouth bass 
and white crappie combined 
from the advisory area; OR 
should consume no more 
than two meals per month 
of bluegill, freshwater drum 
(gaspergou), redear sunfish 
and white bass combined 
from the advisory area.
   Other adults and children 7 
years of age and older should 
consume no more than two 
meals per month of black 
crappie; OR no more than 
three meals per month of flat-
head catfish.

Blind River
  Includes the Blind River 
only Women of childbearing 
age and children less than 7 
years of age should not con-
sume more than one meal per 
month of bowfin (choupique, 
grinnel), largemouth bass and 
freshwater drum (gaspergou) 
combined from the advisory 
area; OR should consume 
no more than two meals per 
month of any other species 

from the advisory area.
Other adults and children 7 
years of age and older should 
consume no more than three 
meals per month of bowfin 
(choupique, grinnel) from the 
advisory area. 

Tangipahoa River
  Includes Tangipahoa River 
from the Louisiana/Missis-
sippi state line to Lake Pon-
chartrain.
  Women of childbearing 
age and children less than 7 
years of age should consume 
no more than one meal per 
month of bowfin (choupique, 
grinnel), flathead catfish, 
freshwater drum (gasper-
gou), largemouth bass and 
spotted bass combined from 
the advisory area; OR should 
consume no more than two 
meals per month of all other 
species combined from the 
advisory area.
   Other adults and children 7 
years of age and older should 
consume no more than three 
meals per month of large-
mouth bass from the adviso-
ry area.

Bogue Falaya and
Tchefuncte Rivers

  Includes the Bogue Falaya 
River from its headwaters to 
its confluence with the Tche-
functe River, and the Tche-
functe River from its head-
waters to Lake Ponchartrain. 
All oxbow lakes associated 
with these sections of the 
Bogue Falaya and the Tche-
functe Rivers are included 
in this advisory. Women of 
childbearing age and chil-

dren less than 7 years of age 
should consume no more 
than one meal per month of 
black drum, crappie (sac-au-
lait), flathead catfish, fresh-
water drum (gaspergou), 
largemouth bass and spotted 
bass combined; OR should 
consume no more than two 
meals per month of big-
mouth buffalo, bluegill, bow-
fin (choupique, grinnel) and 
striped bass combined from 
the advisory area.
  Other adults and children 7 
years of age and older should 
consume no more than three 
meals per month of flathead 
catfish, freshwater drum 
(gaspergou), largemouth bass 
and spotted bass combined 
from the advisory area. 

Tickfaw River
Drainage Basin

   Includes the Tickfaw River 
from the Mississippi-Louisi-
ana state line to Lake Maure-
pas; the Natalbany River, the 
Blood River, Lizard Creek 
and Ponchatoula Creek.
  Women of childbearing      
age and children less than 7 
years of age should consume 
no more than one meal per 
month of bigmouth buffalo, 
bowfin (choupique, grinnel), 
flathead catfish, freshwater 
drum (gaspergou), large-
mouth bass and white crappie 
combined from the advisory 
area; OR should consume 
no more than two meals per 
month of any other species 
from the advisory area.

Updates issued for six fish consumption 
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Sheriff Stassi sworn in
at LSA convention

Supreme Court Justice Scott Crichton swears in 
Sheriff Brett Stassi as President of the La. Sheriff’s 
Association (LSA) Board of Directors during its annu-
al convention on July 27. Shown holding the Bible is 
Sheriff Stassi’s wife, Caroline.

Iberville Parish Sheriff 
Brett Stassi was sworn in 
as President of the Lou-
isiana Sheriffs Associa-
tion Board of Directors on 
Tuesday (July 27) during 
the annual banquet of at 
the LSA Convention. Lou-
isiana Supreme Court Jus-
tice Scott Crichton swore 
him in.
He is the 76th president 
of the LSA, and began his 
third term in office last 
July. He has served on the 
LSA Board for most of 
his nine years in office, 

previously serving in the 
following positions on the 
LSA Board: Sergeant at 
Arms, Secretary/Treasur-
er, Second Vice President, 
and last year serving as 
First Vice President.
In addition, he has served 
on numerous committees, 
including the Honorary 
Membership Committee, 
Sheriff’s Executive Man-
agement Institute, Leg-
islative Operating Com-
mittee, Liaison with the 
Governor, National Sher-
iffs’ Association Liaison 
Committee, and Triad/
Elderly Services Commit-
tee.


