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— Parish Councilman Chris “Fish” Kershaw, Dictrict II

“Let’s not hide behind 
the statue.”
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Statue stays with 6-3 
vote by Parish Council

According to LDH and the WBR Coroner’s Office on Tuesday, July 14

Please visit our website for up-to-date coverage. 
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The West Baton Rouge 
Parish Council voted 6-3 
to keep the statue of Hen-
ry Watkins Allen in Heroes 
Plaza across the street from 
the parish courthouse on 
Thursday, July 9. 

Councilman Chris “Fish” 
Kershaw, who made the 
substitute motion to keep 
the statue in its current lo-
cation, cited a need to col-
lect more data and figure 
out logistics of the reloca-
tion prior to making a deci-
sion. 

The statue is a Black-
White issue and a conver-

sation that needs to be had, 
Kershaw said. 

“Let’s not hide behind 
the statue,” he continued. 

The proposal was placed 
on the council’s agenda 13 
days prior to the meeting. 
Since then, Council Chair-
man said he received about 

10 phone calls daily from 
constituents with concerns 
and opinions regarding its 
relocation. 

“To me, WBR doesn’t 
have a problem,” Allain 
said. “I really don’t see a 
problem with race, and I 
feel like this could drive a 
wedge in the community.”

The council’s decision 

fell along racial lines. The 
three Black Parish Coun-
cil members voted against 
keeping it and the six White 
council members voted in 
favor of the statue remain-
ing in Heroes Plaza. 

Councilmembers Allain, 
Kershaw, Caleb Klein-

peter, Carey Denstel, Alan 
Crowe and Craig “Moonie” 
Bergeron voted in favor 
of keeping the statue in its 
present location. Coun-
cilmembers Gary “Shaq” 
Joseph, Kenneth Gordon 
and Atley Walker, Jr. voted 
in opposition. 

Dozens of people, includ-

Gov. mandates masks in public

For the third week in a 
row, samples have tested 
positive for West Nile Virus 
(WNV) in the southern por-
tion of West Baton Rouge, 
according to WBR Mosqui-
to Control. 

In three weeks, nine of 
the 130 samples submitted 
to the LSU Diagnostic Lab 
tested positive for WNV. 
All of the positive samples 
were located in traps in Ad-
dis and Brusly, according to 
Mosquito Control. 

The department has re-
sponded with spray truck 
operations in the area and 
daytime larvicide opera-
tions in the southern por-
tion of the parish.

The WBR Mosquito 
Control Department urg-
es residents to eliminate 
breeding sources from 
around homes and proper-
ties and take all proper pre-
cautions to protect aginst 
being bit by mosquitos. 

Follow West Baton 
Rouge Mosquito Control 
on Facebook for weekly 
updates and more informa-
tion about spray schedules 
and how to be a skeeter 
beater. 

Please visit our website 
for the most up-to-date 
WNV coverage. 
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Map provided by WBR 
Mosquito Control

This map of West Baton 
Rouge Parish shows 
zones with samples pos-
itive for West Nile Virus 
with red lines and zones 
with scheduled spray 
truck operations in yel-
low. View this map at 
www.wbrgis.maps.arc-
gis.com
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Photo by Breanna Smith 
The back of the Henry Watkins Allen statue in Heroes 
Plaza. The inscription, a quote from Allen, reads: If 
possible, forget the past, look forward to the future.”See ALLEN on Page 3

Two West Baton Rouge Parish men died of COVID-19 
last week, according to the West Baton Rouge Coroner’s 
Office. An 81-year-old man died in Hospice of Baton 
Rouge on Saturday, July 11 and a 90-year-old man died 
Tuesday, July 7. 

COVID-19 Update
Their deaths bring the parish’s coronavirus death toll to 

32. 
The parish went more than a month - from May 30 to 

July 6 - without any COVID-19-related deaths. 
At press time Tuesday, July 14, The Louisiana Depart-

ment of Health reports 415 confirmed cases of coronavirus 
in the parish, with 3,844 tests completed on residents. 

Across the state, there are 82,042 reported cases of 
coronavirus and as of July 7, 46,334 presumed recoveries. 
According to LDH, 1,362 patients are hospitalized due to 
COVID-19 and 146 of those are on ventilators. 

Mask mandate 

Gov. John Bel Edwards issued a statewide mask mandate 
and closure of indoor sales at bars as part of tighter restric-
tions in response to the latest spike in coronavirus.

The mandates took effect Monday and came after new 
case totals of 2,642 Friday and 2,167 Saturday – the second 
and third largest spikes, respectively, since April. The tal-

See COVID on Page 2
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