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Port Allen Mayor Rich-
ard Lee entered a float in 
the annual Black History 
Parade he said represent-
ed the city, which tipped 
the $2,500 budget the City 
Council approved for the 
event. Now, he’s asking the 
City Council to cover an-
other approximately $185 
overage. 

If the Council doesn’t ap-
prove the spending, Mayor 
Lee will have to come up 
with the money himself.

The Port Allen High 
School Band of Blue did 
not show for the parade, re-
imbursing the city of Port 
Allen $450. Had the band 
shown up, the Mayor’s 
deficit would have been 
nearly $700. 

The float expense is des-
ignated as “Float for Mayor 
Lee & family” in the event 
budget, which City Coun-
cil member Gary Hubble 
questioned. 

Chief Financial Officer 
Audrey McCain said the 
Mayor asked her to pull the 
funds needed to cover the 
overage from the Commu-
nity Development fund for 
City Revitalization, which 
is often used to take care 
of condemnable properties. 
Under the Council’s new 
case-by-case event approv-
al system, the funds can-
not be pulled from another 
budget unless approved by 
the City Council. McCain 
said she also expressed 
concerns that the float was 
considered a campaign 
expense, which the City 
cannot provide funds for 
legally. 

“The thing is we just 
need to move on,” Mayor 
Lee told the Council. “If 

Mayor Lee 
looking for 
float funds

Brusly to launch bike share 
program this spring

Port Allen police are in-
vestigating reports of four 
shots fired at the Chevron 
gas station on Alexander 
Avenue Sunday evening. 
No victims or injuries were 
reported, Police Chief Es-
dron Brown said. 

Brown said the scene 
looked like “somebody met 
there for an exchange and it 
went wrong.” One person 
fired shots at a vehicle as it 
left the gas station, Brown 
continued. 

Authorities are reviewing 
nearby surveillance cam-
eras as part of the ongoing 
investigation. Anyone with 
information is asked to 
contact Lt. Briant Landy at 
22-343-5525.

Shots 
fired at 
Chevron 
Sunday

Brusly is joining hun-
dreds of urban cities us-
ing bicycle-share systems 
to promote exercise while 
reducing traffic and pollu-
tion.

The bike stations will 
be along the West Baton 
Rouge Heritage Trailway, 
which runs along the le-
vee. Seven bikes will be 
stationed near the levee 
and seven more at Alex-
ander Park, Brusly Mayor 
Scot Rhodes said.If the 
program succeeds, Rhodes 
said he hopes to expand the 
program to Addis by the 
sponsorship of more racks 
along the trail.

The bike share program 
is expected to be unveiled 

during the Spring, 
Rhodes said. 
Talk of the bike share 

program began two years 
ago, but a recent invest-
ment by Dow provided 
$23,000 to kickoff the 
program under the condi-
tion that Dow employees 
use the bike rentals free of 
charge by en-
tering a 

code on the app.
A portion of Dow’s con-

tribution will be used for 
maintenance and replace-
ments. The town of Brusly 
also plans to install securi-
ty cameras to deter vandal-
ism.

“It’ll be a neat project at 
no cost to the taxpayers,” 
Rhodes said.

To participate in the 
bike-share program, users 
must download the Kolo-
ni app available for Apple 
and Android phones. The 
app unlocks the refur-
bished bikes at the station 
once the user established 
payment. The price for 
using the bikes has yet to 
be determined, Rhodes 
said. Seattle’s bike-share 
program cost 15 cents a 
minute to ride, and low-in-
come persons qualify for 

a discount.
Docks are computerized 

bike racks that lock the 
bike and release it through 
the app. Those who bor-
row the GPS-enabled bike 

may 
return 

it at any 
dock loca-

tion. Once 
the 

bike is 
back 

on the dock, the pay-
ment charging stops.

When Rhodes was 
elected, he envisioned the 

town utilizing the 
outdoors through 
what became the 

five-mile-long West 
Baton Rouge Heritage 

Trailway.
The adult obesity rate 

of West Baton Rouge 
Parish was 35.5 

percent in 
2015, though 
the access 
to exercise 
oppor tun i -
ties rate was 
ranked as one 

of the highest 
in the state.

There are plans to im-
prove sidewalks along St. 
Francis Street for 2020, 
according to WBR’s Direc-
tor of Public Works Kevin 
Durbin, to continue the in-
fluence of recreation and 
expand the parish’s trail-
way system.

In 2017, Louisiana had 
the sixth highest adult obe-
sity rate in the nation — a 
rate steadily increasing. 
Meanwhile, Brusly and po-
tentially Addis are on their 
way to become an ecosys-
tem of bike riding, dog 
walking and sunset runs 
on the curling sidewalks 
that reflect against rippling 
water.

Firefighters who have 
been members of the Rose-
hill Fire Department for 
more than 20 years shared 
memorable stories from the 
past and a warm meal be-
fore they were awarded spe-
cialized badges on Saturday, 
March 9. 

Firefighters awarded for 
their service include August 
Barbay, Jeannette Barbay, 
Chris Bouquet, Mary Cook, 
Debbie Courville, Brian 
Doiron, Theresa Doiron, 
Darryn Doucet, Gary LeB-
lanc, Deano Moran, Dunbar 
Moran, Beth Ponce, Paco 
Ponce, and Brian Pourciau 
Sr.  

The fire districts 
“wouldn’t work without the 
volunteers who continue to 
keep stepping up,” Parish 
President Riley “Pee Wee” 
Berthelot said. 

The firefighters laughed 
as they went around the ta-
ble to tell their most memo-
rable experiences like annual school visits, receiving their first fire truck and  bonded the group closer.

“You make a difference in our community,” Rosehill Fire Chief Anthony Moran said to the firefighters, thanking them.

Rosehill Volunteer Fire Department 
honors 20+ year members
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Firefighters who have served the Rosehill Volunteer Fire Department for more than 20 years were honored with a 

ceremony and presentation of specialized badges on Saturday, March 9. 
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