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During the June 10th 
West Baton Rouge Par-
ish Council meeting, pub-
lic works director Kevin 
Durbin shared what he 
deemed was a win for the 
parish involving the LA 1/
LA 415 connector project.

Earlier this month, the 
state’s joint transportation 
committee met at the capitol 
and voted to accelerate the 
delivery of the long-await-
ed traffic relief project by 
using alternative project 
delivery methods instead of 
traditional delivery.

“The traditional way they 
deliver public works proj-
ects is they design it and 
then they bid it, then they 
build it. That’s called tra-
ditional delivery,” Durbin 
explained. “What the leg-
islature voted on is called 
alternative delivery, so in-
stead of having design it, 
bid it, build it, you bring 
your contractor in early in 
the process. There’s cost 
savings and you can accel-
erate the process a little bit.”

Council member Chris 
Kershaw asked Durbin if 
the change to an alternative 
delivery helps the parish 
and Durbin’s answer was 
emphatically “yes.”

“It shows that DOTD 
believes in the project by 
going to the legislature and 
asking for this,” he said. “It 
shows that the legislature 
is committed to the project 
and it can help accelerate 
the projects schedule and 
save on cost. It’s a major 
victory for the 415 project. 
Even though we’re still 
looking at (construction 
starting) 2023-2024, the 
fact that the funding can be 
locked in is a huge win for 
the project.”

The project – spearhead-
ed by state Sen. Rick Ward, 
R-Port Allen, among others, 
was part of House Bill 578, 
sponsored by state Rep. 
Tanner Magee, R-Houma. 

The bill appropriates 
$700 million from the BP 
oil spill settlement to the 

connector project at La. 
415, along with six other in-
frastructure bills statewide.

The connector is a three-
mile road that bypasses the 
LA 1 corridor at the Intra-
coastal Waterway bridge 
and provides another access 
point to I-10 and the Mis-
sissippi River Bridge. The 
four-lane divided roadway 
will extend south from I-10 
at the LA 415 exit over the 
Intracoastal Waterway to 
North Line Road and con-
nect with LA 1.

Council awards cost of 
living raise

The council voted unan-
imously to award all full-
time parish employees a 
four percent cost of living 
raise, which goes into effect 
July 1, 2021.

The fire department re-
ceives a two-percent raise 
annually, so the council 
voted to add another two 
percent on top for those 
employees to get to four 
percent.

The total cost of the raise 
is $360,000.

Other Business
The council approved a 

resolution in January, which 
was an acknowledgment of 
the council’s commitment 
to provide a 20 percent 
match to the Capital Region 
Planning Commission and 
LADOTD for various proj-
ects.

The Choctaw Road and 
Lukeville Lane sidewalk 
projects in Brusly will be-
come one project. The proj-
ect is expected to cover both 
sides of Lukeville Lane and 
Choctaw Road for an esti-
mated cost of $1.5 million. 

The Court Street and 
LA 415 tourist commis-
sion projects will be tied 
together. The project will 
total $1.9 million and will 
consist of a sidewalk all the 
way down court street and 
tie back into commercial 
drive and around the tour-
ist commission. A 10-foot 
wide multiuse path is a part 
of the project. The council 
will need to provide a 20 
percent match on each proj-
ect.

Parish Council

Legislators shift focus
to redistricting process

Dissatisfaction with trash pickup leads
to ethical questions in City of Port Allen

Staff Report
editor@thewestsidejournal.com

BATON ROUGE –A sense 
of accomplishment pre-
vailed among state lawmak-
ers after a productive 2021 
session, but a much tougher 
challenge may loom this 
fall.
Much of the discussion will 
focus on the redistricting, 
a process that follows the 
release of findings from the 
census every 10 years. 
A census conducted during 

a pandemic adds to the 
typical concerns the effect 
of participation – or lack 
thereof – will dictate the 
redistricting process.
Meetings to begin the 

process usually kick off 
during summer, but uncer-
tainty over the participation 
could lead to concern over 
accuracy.
“We will have to tackle 

those issues in September 
to get ready for a January 
or February special session 
to address redrawing of 
districts, and we have to do 
that for the whole state,” 
said state Rep. Jeremy La-

Combe, D-Fordoche.
The figures from the 2020  

census could be somewhat 
higher in West Baton Rouge 
Parish, particularly in the 
Brusly/Addis area where, 
thanks to a housing boom 
over the last 10 years.
Most lawmakers peg 

Ascension and, to a lesser 
degree, Livingston parish-
es as the two areas which 
stand to gain the most from 
the census and subsequent 
redistricting process.
“It’s going to be something 

to figure out when it comes 
to redistricting off a census 
conducted in the pandemic, 
but the preliminary numbers 
look like the state popu-
lation has shifted to south 
Louisiana, particularly the 
I-10/I-12 corridor,” said 
state Sen. Ed Price, D-Gon-
zales, who represents the St. 
Gabriel area. 
The biggest shift will 

come from the New Orleans 
area, which sustained a loss 
of approximately 150,000 
residents in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 
Those numbers have since 
rebounded to the population 

prior to the hurricane that 
left thousands homeless 
and triggered a migration 
away from the Greater New 
Orleans region.
The northern portion of the 

state stands to lose the most 
in the redistricting process, 
particularly with outward 
migration from areas such 
as Shreveport and Monroe.
“The preliminary numbers 

suggest that the state will 
revert to more representa-
tion from the River Parish 
region and less from the 
northern part of the state,” 
Price said. “Either way, it’s 
going to be a battle because 
of all the new population.
“You can tell how a parish 

has grown by the number 
of new registered voters,” 
he said. “In that respect, 
Ascension has grown im-
mensely.”
Informal meetings among 

lawmakers will begin later 
this summer, either in late 
August or early September. 
They will follow those 

meetings with a statewide 
tour to promote the plans 
and gauge public opinion.
The process will culminate 

with a special session, likely 
in February, to finalize the 
plan.
Both the congressional and 

state legislative districts are 
drawn by the state legisla-
ture. The lines are subject to 
veto by the governor. 
The decision on district 

lines shifts to the Louisiana 
Supreme Court if the legis-
lature cannot approve state 
legislative boundaries. 
The guidelines imply that 

the legislative districts – 
both state and congressional 
– are contiguous and respect 
recognized political bound-
aries and natural geography 
“to the extend practicable.” 
The state House of Repre-

sentatives has 105 mem-
bers, while the state Senate 
has 39. 
The Republican Party 

holds a super majority in 
both chambers. 
The House consists of 68 

Republicans, 35 Demo-
crats and two independent 
members.
Republicans comprise 27 

Senate seats, while Demo-
crats occupy 11. One seat 
remains vacant. 

At the June 9, 2021 Port 
Allen City Council meeting 
an issue of an inappropriate 
or unethical relationship 
between Republic Services, 
Inc. and Mayor Richard Lee 
III with regard to campaign 
funding was brought to the 
council’s attention after sev-
eral citizens were claiming 
unsatisfactory service with 
the trash company. The 
West Side Journal investi-
gated these ethical points 
concerning election funding 
with the Ethics Administra-
tion Program of Louisiana.

All campaign contribu-
tions are required to be filed 
with the Louisiana Ethics 
Administration Program. 
Electronic filings can be 

viewed easily on the web-
site and paper filings are 
public information as well. 
Non compliance with rules 
outlined through this agency 
can result in penalties, 
including fines. 

Different levels of 
office have their own rules 
with election contribu-
tion amounts. The three 
categories for Louisiana 
office are “major office,” 
“district office” and “any 
other office.” The position 
of Mayor in Port Allen is 
categorized as “any other 
office,” and defined con-
tribution limits are capped 
at $1,000 per individual 
per election outlined by the 
Louisiana Ethics Adminis-
tration website. Companies 
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