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Sheriff scandal
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Elmer Castillo, a 32-year-old state inmate housed at the West Baton Rouge Parish Detention Center taking out 

the garbage at the private residence of West Baton Rouge Sheriff Mike Cazes on Monday, March 11. Local news 
station WAFB broke the story Tuesday following a six-hour stake out of Cazes’ home. The Louisiana Department of 
Corrections is now investigating. 

A little over a year after 
Daniel Hurd embarked 
on a bicycle trek through 
the lower 48 states from 
Plymouth, Massachusetts, 
he stopped in Port Allen 
for a few days of rest and 
a hamburger from Court 
Street Cafe. 

He’s about halfway 
through his 25,000-mile 
journey, which he said will 
take him about three years. 

Why all of the pedaling? 
To raise awareness about 
mental health and suicide 
one smile at a time. 

A few years ago, a friend pushed the motorcycle rider 
to try out a different kind of bike and he instantly fell in 
love with cycling. Hurd lives with long-term depression 
and following his third suicide attempt, he dug deep to 
remember which moments in life were his happiest. He 
found those moments were on the open road and with his 
fellow veterans. He drew a map of where his friends lived 
and sights he wanted to see. 

“From there I just played connect the dots,” Hurd said. 
With the help of his fellow veterans and friends made 

along the way, Hurd is seeing the states and working 
towards change one pedal at a time. American Legion 
Post 160 Treasurer David Credeur is Hurd’s fellow Navy 

Man biking across America 
makes pit stop in Port Allen

Brusly man arrested 
in retail theft ring

East Baton Rouge Sher-
iff’s Detectives arrested a 
man Thursday, March 14 
in an organized retail theft 
ring. The man is suspected 
of paying people to commit 
retail thefts at area busi-
nesses in Baton Rouge and 
possibly other areas.

Paul Haynes, Jr., 57, is 
charged with organized re-
tail theft, money launder-
ing, illegal transmission of 
monetary funds and com-
puter fraud.

Haynes is believed to 
have been involved with 
numerous retail thefts from 
August 2018 until March 
2019 in which he hired in-
dividuals to commit thefts 
from local retailers includ-
ing Home Depot and Low-
es and then sold the stolen 
items on Amazon.

The theft ring operated in 
every city in Louisiana with 
a Lowes and Home Depot 
and as far East as Mississip-
pi and as far West as Texas, 
according to the EBRSO.

The group targeted items 
such as chainsaws and 
high-end vacuum clean-
ers. Detectives’ investiga-

tion revealed that Haynes 
deposited approximately 
$150,000 into his bank 
account from Amazon be-
tween July 2018 and Janu-
ary 2019. Authorities found 
stolen items at his residence 
in Brusly and a storage fa-
cility in Baton Rouge total-
ing an estimated $200,000.

“This is an example 
of great detective work,” 
Sheriff Sid Gautreaux said. 
“These detectives put in 
numerous hours in surveil-
lance, interviewing, devel-
oping confidential sources 
and conducting research. 
As a result, they have put a 
stop to a lucrative criminal 
enterprise and recovered 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars’ worth of stolen 
items.”

Paul Haynes, Jr.

• The Louisana Department of Corrections launched 
an investigation into allegations Sheriff Mike Cazes 
paid a state inmate to perform yard work at his 
home and used a WBRSO van for personal reasons 
following an undercover investgation by local TV 
news station WAFB. 

• The inmate was identified as Elmer Castillo, a 
32-year-old state inmate and illegal immigrant 
serving a five-year sentence for sexual battery 
against a 13-year-old, according to court documents. 

• Sheriff Cazes told WAFB reporter Kiran Chawla 
he personally paid Castillo for the work completed 
at his home, WAFB reports. Cazes also said the 
WBRSO van photographed in his driveway was 
used to move furniture. 

• After the initial phone call with Chawla, Sheriff 
Cazes went silent. 

• Castillo was not approved for the Transitional 
Work Program, DOC spokesman Ken Pastorick 
said. Castillo was a trustee who worked in the 
Transitional Work Program living facility but was 
not approved to leave or perform work outside of 
the prison. Further, no inmates in the Transitional 
Work Program would be approved to perform work 
at a private residence, Pastorick said. 

• Castillo was relocated to Dixon Correctional 
Institute. 

• Louisiana State Police are not currently investigating 
the allegations. 

• Findings of any criminal misconduct by the 
DOC investigation will be turned over to a law 
enforcement agency, Pastorick said. 

Just the facts...

Photos by Breanna Smith

Daniel Hurd with the waitress staff of Court Street Cafe. 

Daniel Hurd rides along LA 415. 
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