
Twenty-six 4-H members
from West Baton Rouge
Parish traveled to Lafayette
for the 2018 Acadiana
District Livestock show.
Members participated in
showmanship and exhibition
contests, as well as a premier
exhibitor contest. The pre-

mier exhibitor contest tests
the exhibitors knowledge of
their project. 

West Baton Rouge 4-H
members showed off their
skills and won several cham-
pion awards and placings in
the show’s events. Four of
the top five spots in the Beer
Premier Exhibitors contest

A Friday morning house
fire on North River Road in
Port Allen claimed the life
of 10-year-old Trevor
Baker and his 74-year-old

grandfather, Henry
Williams, according to
family members at the
scene. Carolyn Baker, 55,
and a 9-year-old girl were
treated for burns at Baton
Rouge General Medical
Center and released Friday

afternoon.
Carolyn Baker wrapped

a comforter around every-
one to escape the flames
she said. At some point,
Trevor stopped walking.
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Lobdell
projects

Photo courtesy of WBR 4-H
Left to right: Carson Crochet, Alyssa Keowen, Katie
Frens, Jaselyn Berthlot, Emma Sarradet, Ryder
Rabalais, Ell Dupont. 

Laissez les bon
temps rouler

See 4-H on Page 3A

Flu epidemic update

Port Allen man charged with
carnal knowledge

Two killed, two injured
in house fire on North

River Road
Executive Director of the

West Baton Rouge
Chamber of Commerce,
Jamie Hanks, was elected
and installed to the 2018
Board of Directors of The
Louisiana Association of
Chamber of Commerce
Executives (LACCE) last
week. 

Hanks has worked as
executive director of the
WBR Chamber of
Commerce for nearly three
years. She will serve on the
LACCE Board of Directors
through 2020. 

“I’m honored to serve on

this respected board with
my peers, and to be able to
give the West Baton

Jamie Hanks elected
to state association

board of directors

Hanks
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See BOARD on Page 3A

The WBR Museum celebrated all things Creole
with Rum Revelry gala

A Port Allen man was
charged with one count of
felony carnal knowledge
of a juvenile and five
counts of indecent behav-
ior with juveniles on
Wednesday, Jan. 31.
Donald Barbier, 30,  met
the victim at Port Allen
High School in early
January, according to the
West Baton Rouge Parish
Sheriff’s Office.  Barbier

is a graduate of and for-
mer baseball player for
PAHS. He occasionally
assisted athletic coaches
with practice, but was not
an official coach, volun-
teer or employee of the
school according to the
WBRSO. 

“In no way was this
individual directly affili-
ated with our school,”
Principal James Jackson
said. 

School Board 
Barbier
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The flames caused damage to surrounding structures and four vehicles. The
fireplace is the only remaining structure of the all-wood home. 
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A sewer addition in the
Lobdell area should be
complete by the end of
February, according to
parish officials. The proj-
ect will connect more than
150 homes to the parish
utilities system, which
currently use septic tanks
or individual Mo-Dads. 

The first phase will
focus on roads torn up
during the installation of
the new sewer system.
Construction should begin
by early April, Jason
Manola chief administra-
tive officer for the parish
said. Phase one will over-
lay Lydia Street,
Plantation Loop,
Plantation, Kaughn’s
Road and Ted’s Lane. 

The second phase
includes 12 road improve-
ments. It will overlay
Famco Road, Louise
Drive, Bertha Drive,
Cherrywood Street,
Guiding Star Street, 

When one
ends, the
next begins
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West Baton Rouge
Museum Director
Angelique Bergeron and
Exhibit Curator Kathe
Hambrick describe them-
selves as “steeped in
Creole.” It was only appro-
priate then that the Rum
Revelry gala to celebrate
the opening of the Creoles
du Monde exhibit was well-
steeped in Creole, too.

The masquerade gala
Thursday night featured a

live Brazilian Carnival and
folk arts experience, tignon
salon, handmade cigar
demonstrations, rum tast-
ings made from Louisiana
sugar cane, and authentic
Creole food. 

As Creoles and museum
professionals, Hambrick
and Bergeron have experi-
enced countless Creole
exhibits. This exhibit offers
visitors a new and unique
perspective on Creole cul-
ture worldwide, not just
close to home. 

“When you think of

Creole, think of culture, not
color,” Hambrick said. 

The Rum Revelry gala
celebrated all things Creole
and focused on the agricul-
tural aspects of Creole cul-
ture which are centered
around sugarcane, rice, cof-
fee, and tobacco.

Revelers sported tignons
styled by Dianne Honorè,
who travels to teach “any-
thing and everything about
Louisiana culture.”

Revelers also enjoyed
hand-rolled cigars and
demonstrations by the Cigar

Factory New Orleans,
sipped on spiced rum sam-
ples from Cane Land
Distillery, tasted authentic
Creole food cooked by Rice
N Gravy food truck, and
were wowed by Casa
Samba’s performance. 

At the center of the
evening’s festivities was the
Creoles du Monde exhibit.
It is a breathtaking display
of artifacts, textiles, 

portraits, furnishings,
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WBR 4-H shows off
at livestock show 

See ARREST on Page 3A
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