
Members of the Capital Area Road 
and Bridge District took two steps 
forward Monday on the long road 
toward a new bridge over the Missis-
sippi River. 

The district members gave the 
green light to seek a fi rm for an envi-
ronmental impact study on the proj-
ect and chose to seek a conventional 
highway format for the bridge. 

An interstate-caliber project would 

bring the cost of the project to $2 
billion, as opposed to $1 billion for 
a standard bridge across the river, of-
fi cials said at the meeting Monday at 
the State Capitol.

The Horace Wilkinson Bridge, or 
New Mississippi Bridge, from Port 
Allen to Baton Rouge, along with a 
stretch of Interstate 310 near New 
Orleans mark the only two inter-
state-caliber roadways for the Missis-
sippi River. 

The members – including West 
Baton Rouge Parish President Riley 

“Pee Wee” Berthelot and Iberville 
Parish President J. Mitchell Ourso – 
also cast a unanimous vote to move 
forward on selection process for a 
fi rm to conduct the required environ-
mental impact study for the project. 

“The money we got from Capital 
Outlay gives us a jump start on get-
ting plans together,” he said. “This 
could take years to get there. Once 
we get plans, we’ll have to fi gure out 
how to fund this thing, but it’s one 
step at a time.”
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Bridge project goes conventional, 
environmental impact study next

Council votes 
down putting 
term limits for 
parish president 
on fall ballot

The Parish Council voted 
down a move by Council 
Chairman Gary Spillman 
to put term limits for the 
parish president on the 
ballot this fall during the 
Thursday, June 13 meeting. 
Following a lengthy 
debate, the council voted 
3-6 against presenting 
three, four-year term limits 
for the offi ce to the voters 
in November.

“I’m not asking the 
council members to vote for 
or against term limits, I’m 
asking council members to 
allow the constituents to 
vote,” Spillman said.

Spillman made the 
motion, which gained 
support from council 
members Ricky Loupe and 
Phil Porto. A substitute 
motion by Councilman 
Kirk Allain, which 
increased the number of 
terms from three to four, 
gained slightly more 
support but ultimately 
failed.

A 12-year term limit 
would negatively impact 
the pool of candidates by 
deterring those who are 
younger than 50 or have 
not worked for the parish 
from running, Allain said.

“I do believe that there 
should be a term limit on 
it, but I just believe that 

BREANNA SMITH

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Fatal ATV wreck 
caused by sand 
dumped on road

The West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s Offi ce is asking 
for help identifying the 
driver of an 18-wheeler re-
sponsible for dumping sand 
on a private road, which 
played a role in a fatal ATV 
crash over the weekend. 

The driver is not a sus-
pect in any crimes, but 
wanted for questioning, au-
thorities said. The dumping 
of the sand was likely unin-
tentional, Lt. Ken Albarez 
said. 

James D. Major Jr., 61, 
of Baton Rouge, lost con-

trol of his 1984 Honda 
three-wheeler on the pri-
vate road near McDonald’s 
and Cash’s Truck Stop Ca-
sino off of LA 415 Saturday 
around noon. Authorities 
found Major’s body around 
2 p.m. 

According to investi-
gators, Major was likely 
headed to a convenience 
store from his home in Port 
Allen when he hit one of 
two piles of sand left in 
the roadway. Upon hitting 
the fi rst pile, Major’s ATV 
fl ipped and separated him 
from the vehicle. 

He likely died upon im-
pact, Albarez said. 

In 1988, the federal gov-
ernment outlawed the sale 
of three-wheeled ATVs, 
like the model Major was 
operating at the time of 
the crash due to a wave of 
deaths and injuries. 

The investigation is still 
in the early stages. 

If you have any informa-
tion on the crash or driver 
of the 18-wheeler please 
call 344-STOP.

STAFF REPORT

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Unidentifi ed truck 
driver

City celebrates Juneteenth
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Port Allen City Councilman Brandon Brown awards Terrel D. Smith, a 2019 Port Allen High School 

graduate, with a new Dell laptop. Smith will attend Southern University this fall. 
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A Sojourner Truth impersonator performed as 

part of the Juneteenth Festivities. Truth was an 

African-American abolitionist and women’s rights 

activist in the 1800s. 
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Kevin Lawrence, vice president of the Justice 

for Fatrell Organization, read the Juneteenth 

Proclamation and gave a brief history of how and 

why it is celebrated in the United States. 

Truth is powerful and it prevails.”
— Sojourner Truth“

The city of Port Allen 
hosted the 19th annual 
Juneteenth Celebration at 
William and Lee Park on 
Saturday, June 15.

The fun began at noon 
with basketball, tee-ball, 
and bounce houses. The 
afternoon kicked off with 
a concert by Tyree Neal, 
performance by an actress 
impersonating Sojourn-
er Truth, presentation of 
an award by Councilman 
Brandon Brown and the 
reading of the Juneteenth 
Proclamation by Kevin 
Lawrence. 

Juneteenth National 
Freedom Day celebrates 
June 19th, 1865, when Ma-
jor General Gordon Grang-
er led Union soldiers into 
Galveston, Texas, bringing 
news that the Civil War had 
ended and that the Eman-
cipation Proclamation de-
clared all slaves to be free.

City Councilwoman Ray 
Helen Lawrence began the 
event 19 years ago after she 
learned of Juneteenth cele-
brations in Houston, Texas.
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Senator Rick Ward at the CARBD meeting Monday.
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