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Larry Scrubbs Jr. after a day on the route.
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On his daily walks 
throughout Port Allen ful-
filling work duties, a local 
Post Office Carrier waves, 
smiles and brings his ef-
fervescent personality to 
doorsteps with the mail. 
He’s a magnetic person 
with joie de vivre who 
helps define Port Allen 
neighborliness—without 
living in town.

Larry Scrubbs Jr. takes 
his job in Port Allen seri-
ously, “I’m courteous and 
kind—there are people in 
this community who took 
months to say, ‘hi’ back. 
People need to see per-
sistence and consistency.”

When asked why he 
thinks he has had such a 
positive response from 
the Port Allen community 
he said, “What you see is 
what you get with me.”

Scrubbs said transparen-
cy and social media played 
a part in people getting 
to know him, “I’ve been 
tagged on the community 
Facebook so people see 
I’m a family person and 
that I’m involved with the 
community— and it’s a 
small community, so I’ve 
earned their trust.”

Scrubbs isn’t just a fa-
miliar face in Port Allen. 
He is also involved in 
community initiatives and 

jobs in Baton Rouge. Since 
Halloween is his favorite 
holiday, its no surprise he’s 
part of the family at the 
13th Gate Haunted House. 
For 7 years, Scrubbs has 
been working as a charac-
ter and security guard. “I 
love makeup. I love dress-
ing up and being in char-
acter.”

His love for all things 

Carrying letters
AND the groove

During last Thursday’s 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
Council meeting, public 
works director Kevin 
Durbin shared what he 
deemed was a win for 
the parish involving the 
LA 1/LA 415 connector 
project.

Earlier this month, the 
state’s joint transporta-
tion committee met at 
the capitol and voted to 
accelerate the delivery of 
the long-awaited traffic 
relief project by using 
alternative project deliv-
ery methods instead of 
traditional delivery.

“The traditional way 
they deliver public works 
projects is they design it 
and then they bid it, then 
they build it. That’s called 
traditional delivery,” 
Durbin explained. “What 
the legislature voted on is 
called alternative deliv-
ery, so instead of having 
design it, bid it, build it, 
you bring your contractor 
in early in the process. 
There’s cost savings and 
you can accelerate the 
process a little bit.”

Durbin said the fund-
ing for the project is 
essentially locked in after 
the legislature convened.

Council member Chris 
Kershaw asked Durbin if 
the change to an alter-
native delivery helps 
the parish and Durbin’s 
answer was emphatically 
“yes.”

“It shows that DOTD 
believes in the project by 
going to the legislature 
and asking for this,” he 
said. “It shows that the 
legislature is committed 
to the project and it can 
help accelerate the proj-

On Sunday, June 13th, 
2021 Port Allen hosted 
their annual Juneteenth 
Freedom Festival at Wil-
liam and Lee Park from 
12 p.m. to 8 p.m. Music 
started early as family and 
friends gathered on the 
park grounds underneath 
the shade of trees setting 
up elaborate BBQ, craw-
fish boils, and other hol-
iday favorites. The main 
musical event was “Lil 
Nate” and The Zydeco Big 
Timers.

Juneteenth was original-
ly organized by freedmen 
in 1865. For those early 
years, celebrations includ-
ed encouragement for new-
ly freed men to vote and 
also served as political ral-
lies. The first was in Tex-
as and has over the years 
been referred to as “Day of 
Jubilee”, “Freedom Day” 
or “Emancipation Day”. 
Celebrations continue and 
recognize the historical 
freedom from slavery.
Children played on the 

park equipment and in 
bounce houses behind the 
stage. Tokens were distrib-

uted for small snowballs 
or ice cream provided by 
S.A.B.’s snowball shoppe 
of Brusly, and glasses of 
TJ’s Lemonade were avail-
able to the attendees of the 
event as well. Other siz-
es were available for sale 
from the vendors.
Families from outside 

Port Allen visited as well, 
enjoying the festivities and 
food. Deirdre Alexis said 
she used to live in Port Al-
len and brought her grand-
children to the event.

JUNE teenth
in Port Allen

Deirdre Alexis with her two Granddaughters Tiara and Ciera celebrating 

Juneteenth at William and Lee Park on Sunday. Photo by Kristie Hendricks

                                   


