
w w w . t h e w e s t s i d e j o u r n a l . c o mFollow us on social media

Port Allen, louisiAnAVolume 84| number 52 thursdAy, July 22, 2021

Sports

FEMA seeks hurricane
recovery team

Page 2 Page 14

Vaccine
lottery scam

Ta’La Spates 
makes history at ULL

Lifestyles

Page 5

News 

Kristie HendricKs

westsidejournalnews@gmail.com

staff report

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

staff report

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

SeeFEMA Page 2

Louisiana shows continued
improvement in getting back to work

Legislators returned to the 
State Capitol on Tuesday for 
the first-ever veto override 
session, which will put 
particular focus on two 
controversial bills Gov. John 
Bel Edwards vetoed.
Lawmakers will decide 

the fate of a veto on Senate 
Bill 156, sponsored by Sen. 
Beth Mizell, R-Franklinton. 
The bill, also known as the 
“Fairness in Women’s Sports 
Act,” which would prohibit 
transgender men from com-
peting in female sports. 
A tougher debate looms 

among legislators on the 
provisions of the concealed 
gun carry proposal in Senate 
Bill 118 by Sen. Jay Morris, 
R-Monroe.
Twenty-six other pieces 

vetoed legislation – in-
cluding HB 2, the Capital 
Outlay Bill – are slated for 
discussion, but Speaker of 
the House Clay Schexnayder 
said he plans to put SB 156 
and SB 118 at the forefront 
of the discussion. 
The move is strategic, he 

said Monday at a meeting of 
the Baton Rouge Press Club.
“We’re in a good spot for 

our efforts be successful in 
these overrides,” he said. 
“Other than that, I think as 
a strategy, we can come out 
on top, and that was what we 
wanted to do … make sure 

Louisiana comes out first.”
The transgender bill could 

pit the fundamentalist Re-
publicans against lawmakers 
with ties to the state business 
sector. 
But it probably has more 

traction to pass because it 
gained 80 percent approval 
in both chambers, said State 
Sen. Rick Ward, R-Port 
Allen.
“It’s very simple to under-

stand the transgender bill, 
whereas the gun issue has 
some people very worried,” 
he said. “But then you still 
have a lot of big gun advo-
cates who are for it, but there 
are others who believe there 
should be a permit process.”
The gun permit legislation 

has also drawn a split among 
sheriffs statewide, which 
has prompted the Louisiana 
Sheriff’s Association to 
stay neutral on the issue, 
according to Iberville Parish 
Sheriff Brett Stassi, president 
of the Louisiana Sheriff’s 
Association. 
Law enforcement officials 

have voiced concern over 
a bill that would allow 
concealed weapons without 
the permit, which they say 
would pose more danger 
both to civilians and law 
enforcement.
Proponents consider the 

bill a way for protect Second 
Amendment rights for re-
sponsible gun owners .

Historic veto
override session
moves into gear

“If you don’t choose 
the vaccine, 

you’re
choosing death.”

-Dr. Catherine O’Neal

Governor John Bel Edwards pleads case for more vaccinations at a press confer-

ence at the capitol last Friday.  Photo by Kristie Hendricks
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Governor John Bel Ed-
wards held a press confer-
ence Friday, July 16, 2021 
to announce the increasing 
presence of the Delta vari-
ant of COVID-19. In two 
weeks prior to the confer-
ence, COVID infections 
rose by 167%. In that same 
time frame, 245 more peo-
ple were hospitalized in 
Louisiana due to COVID. 
Before this turn, infections 
had been decreasing in the 
wake of the vaccine, but 
Louisiana is now seeing a 
rise again. 

Settings where the 35 
new COVID outbreaks oc-
curred were identified as 
camps, child day care, re-
ligious services and restau-
rants. “We know that the 
Delta variant is more trans-
missible and it also has the 
potential to make those 
who contract it, much sick-
er.” Gov. Edwards stated.

Expert physicians were 
present and discussed the 
uptick in cases caused by 
the new variant. Dr. Cath-
erine O’Neal, an infectious 
disease specialist from Our 
Lady of the Lake Hospital, 
highlighted major differ-
ences from last year’s out-
break to the Delta variant 
including, increased risk 
for pregnant women and 
babies, younger popula-
tions being affected, and 
infections now being large-
ly preventable.

O’Neal explained that the 
Delta variant hides in the 
body and is able to spread 
before our immune system 
is triggered. Vaccinated 
individuals are equipped 
with antibodies that fight it 
and have much better odds 
of only experiencing mild 
symptoms. 

One of the three ap-
proved vaccines make the 

risk much lower, if they’re 
taken. While there is still no 
approved vaccination for 
children under the age of 
12, higher vaccination rates 
in the adult population will 
slow the transmission.

However, Louisiana still 

has low vaccination rates. 
The governor referred to 
the current vaccination 
rates as “woefully inade-
quate.” 

Dr. O’Neal urged Louisi-
ana residents to recognize 
the severity of this issue, 
“If you don’t choose the 
vaccine, you’re choosing 
death.” Currently, 59% of 
new COVID cases in Lou-
isiana are the Delta variant. 

Over 80% of the population 
would need to be vaccinat-
ed for transmission to slow. 
As of July 15, 2021, 50% of 
all Louisiana adults had re-
ceived at least one dose of 
a vaccine.

Gov. Edwards stated, 

“That’s not high enough. 
There’s not enough immu-
nity across the state and the 
various communities th at 
comprise our state to ward 
off transmission, and that’s 
what we are seeing today.”

Gov. Edwards pointed 
to nursing homes for hope 
to combat this current 4th 
spike of COVID-19. Nurs-
ing home residents have 
three of the major traits of 

high-risk COVID patients: 
co-morbid health condi-
tions, elderly age and live in 
a collective setting. How-
ever, since nursing homes 
were targeted for vaccina-
tion efforts and over 85% 
of nursing home residents 
in state have been vaccinat-
ed, the spike is not existent 
in those populations. 

“People are still getting 
sick, people are still being 
hospitalized, people are 
still dying and it is more 
than 90% preventable,” 
said Gov. Edwards. He 
added, “There’s almost 1.7 
million Louisianans who 
have made the right deci-
sion to be vaccinated and 
I thank them, but it’s not 
enough.” Gov. Edwards 
urged Louisiana residents 
who are unsure about a 
vaccination to talk to their 
physicians about the safety 
of the vaccine. 

Louisiana has 1400 lo-
cations across the state for 
vaccinations. Specific sites 
can be located by visiting 
the federal website: www.
vaccines.gov

BATON ROUGE  – Pre-
liminary data for June 2021 
released by the Bureau of 
Labor and Statistics (BLS) 
shows promising signs that 
Louisianians are getting 
back to work. Louisiana 
gained 6,700 jobs in total 
nonfarm employment from 
the May 2021 estimate of 
1,832,200. The state has 
also gained 68,800 jobs 
since June 2020 for a to-
tal of 1,838,900, up from 
1,770,100.

Louisiana’s seasonally 
adjusted total private sector 
employment showed strong 
gains both over the month 
and over the year. The June 

2021 estimate of 1,529,000 
shows an increase of 8,700 
jobs from the May 2021 re-
vised figure of 1,520,300. 
The series has added 
67,300 jobs from the June 
2020 figure of 1,461,700.

Since June 2020, the 
number of seasonally 
adjusted employed in-
dividuals increased by 
153,610 from 1,772,157 
to 1,925,767 in June 2021. 
When compared to May 
2021, the number of sea-
sonally adjusted employed 
individuals increased by 
2,408.

Since June 2020, the 
number of not seasonal-
ly adjusted unemployed 
individuals decreased by 
39,533 from 182,860 to 

143,327 in June 2021. 
When compared to May 
2021, the number of sea-
sonally adjusted unem-
ployed individuals de-
creased by 3,370.

The June 2021 seasonal-
ly adjusted unemployment 
rate of 6.9 percent shows 
a decline both over the 
month and over the year. 
The rate dropped 0.2 per-
centage points from the re-
vised May 2021 rate of 7.1 
percent, and 2.5 percentage 
points from the June 2020 
rate of 9.4 percent.

“There are thousands of 
opportunities out there for 
people looking for work, 
and we know businesses 
are hiring,” said Louisi-
ana Workforce Commis-

sion (LWC) Secretary Ava 
Cates. “We’ve made a lot 
of progress in getting Lou-
isianians back to work, and 
we’re not about to slow 
down our efforts.”

As Louisiana’s economy 
continues to show signs of 
improvement, LWC is con-
necting employers and fu-
ture employers with a state-
wide job fair on August 4 as 
part of the newly launched 
“Back to Work Louisiana” 
campaign. Job seekers can 
click here to find their near-
est location. There are also 
over 50,000 of jobs listed 
on the HiRE site, which al-
lows individuals to file for 
unemployment benefits and 
search for available jobs in 
their area.

Governor addresses startling 
surge in COVID-19 cases 
among the unvaccinated
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BATON ROUGE – There 
is still time to apply for 
a grant from FEMA or 
a low-interest disaster 
loan from the U.S. Small 
Business Administration 
(SBA). You have until 
Aug. 2 to apply for federal 
assistance. Your insurance 
may not have covered the 
cost of damage to your 
home after the May flood-
ing. The five designated 
parishes for disaster assis-
tance are Ascension, Cal-
casieu, East Baton Rouge, 
Iberville and Lafayette.
 FEMA disaster assistance 
for individuals and fami-
lies can include money for 
rental assistance, essential 
home repairs, personal 
property and other serious 
disaster-related needs not 
covered by insurance. This 
also applies if you experi-
enced added living expens-
es from having to move to 
a temporary rental.
 If you haven’t done so 

yet, be sure to file a claim 
with your home insurance. 
FEMA cannot duplicate 
insurance benefits but may 
be able to assist with un-
der-insured or uninsured 
losses. It is important to 
stay in touch with FEMA 
regarding the details stated 
on the insurance settlement 
document received from 
your provider after your 
claim has been settled.
 Here is how to apply to 
FEMA; choose the best 
way for you:
Visit  www.disasterassis-
tance.gov;
Call 800-621-3362 (TTY 
800-462-7585). The toll-
free telephone lines oper-
ate from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
seven days a week. Those 
who use a relay service 
such as a videophone, 
InnoCaption or CapTel 
should update FEMA with 
their specific number as-
signed to that service.
Download the FEMA 

Two weeks left
to apply for

assistance from 
FEMA and SBA


