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Early voting open through July 4

Gov. Edwards keeps La. in Phase 2 for 28 more days

See COVID on Page 2A
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No go on Phase 3

The Louisiana Depart-
ment of Transportation and 
Development (DOTD) an-
nounced that a Notice of In-
tent has been issued to enter 
into a Construction Man-
agement at Risk (CMAR) 
contract with a CMAR con-
tractor for the I-10 widen-
ing project from LA 415 in 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
to the I-10/12 split in East 
Baton Rouge Parish.

CMAR is an innovative 
delivery process that uses 
a design professional that 
is engaged by DOTD for 
professional pre-design or 
design services, or both. 
Huval & Associates Inc. is 
the CMAR consultant for 
this project. DOTD also 
contracts separately with 
a CMAR contractor to en-
gage in the pre-construc-
tion phase.

A contract execution for 
pre-construction services 

DOTD 
moving 
on I-10 

widening
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See I-10 on Page 3A

Advocates hope to 
extend State Historic 
Tax Credit program

Louisiana’s Commercial 
Rehabilitation Tax Credit, 
better known as the State 
Historic Tax Credit (HTC), 
is set to expire this year 
unless House Bill 4 passes 
in this year’s special legis-
lative session. The bill ex-
tends the sunset of the pro-
gram to 2028.

The bill passed in the 
House and is in review by 
the Senate revenue and fis-
cal committee.

Port Allen became a Cul-

tural District nearly a year 
ago thanks to a push by the 
West Baton Rouge Muse-
um. The designation pro-
vides a 20 percent tax cred-
it for renovation expenses 
on historic buildings. It 
also provides an exemption 
from local sales taxes for 
proceeds received from the 
sale of original, one-of-a-
kind works of art within the 
district.

The HTC bolsters the 
appeal of revitalization ef-
forts. Locally, it made the 
D’Agostino Building a 
“more appealing preserva-

tion project for the devel-
oper,” West Baton Rouge 
Museum Director Angeli-
que Bergeron said.

The city is working to 
have the building added to 
the National Historic Reg-
ister, which under House 
Bill 16 would retain the 
current HTC and add a 
state HTC of 30 percent for 
renovation expenses from 
July 1, 2020 to June 30, 
2026, with a project cap of 
$750,000.

The Port Allen Commu-

Photo by The West Side Journal 
The D’Agostino Building, which was purchased by Rawlston Phillips of Sunplus 
Inc. is one of the buildings in Port Allen eligible for the State Historic Tax Credit 
under the city’s designation as a Cultural District in 2019. Under the HTC pro-
gram, renovations to the building qualify for a 20 percent tax credit. 
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Single car crash knocked 
down three power lines, 

closed Court Street

See HTC on Page 3A

A driver crashed into at 
least three power line poles 
and a fire hydrant along 
Court Street between 6th 
Street and 7th Street Tues-
day at 6 a.m., police said. 

William Sigl, 25 of Port 
Allen, was booked into the 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
Jail on charges of a sec-
ond DWI and careless op-
eration, according to the 
WBRSO. Sigl was not in-
jured in the crash.

According to Entergy’s 
outage map, there were 28 
customers without power. 
The street remained closed 
all day Tuesday for the re-
placement of the poles. 

Top: Police, Entergy and DOTD crews working to 
replace power lines along Court Street. 

Bottom: The truck following the crash, courtesy of 
PAPD.

Monday, Gov. John Bel Edwards an-
nounced that Louisiana will stay in 
Phase Two of reopening, as the num-
ber of COVID-19 cases and relat-
ed hospitalizations have started to 
rise in several regions across the 
state. The Governor will extend 
his Phase Two order for another 
28 days, keeping in place occu-
pancy limits and other restrictions. 
A spike of 1,356 additional coronavirus 
cases, along with 17 more deaths and 16 
additional hospitalizations, were reported 
Tuesday by the Louisiana Department of 
Health.

“It is clear that COVID is alive and well in 
Louisiana, and as we see more people test-
ing positive and admitted to hospitals, we 
simply are not ready to move to the next 
phase, and ease restrictions further as busi-
nesses open widely.,” Gov. Edwards said. 
“Many of you are doing the right thing 
and I thank you for it. It’s incredibly 
disappointing to hear that there are still 
some people who refuse to wear masks in 
public, which puts all of us at greater risk of 
becoming sick. I implore Louisianans to be good 
neighbors, to stay at home when they are expe-
riencing symptoms, to avoid crowds, physically 
distance, and to wear a mask when not around 
their immediate household whether inside or 
outside. These are simple things we can do to 
protect ourselves and each other.”

The statistics for Tuesday 
marked the first time since April 9 
that the LDH reported more than 1,000 
additional cases in a single day. 

The surge brought the statewide case total to 

51,595, while the death toll climbed 
to 3,021. 

The total of hospitalized 
patients rose to 83, an in-
crease of six from Monday. 

It came one day after 
Gov. John Bel Ed-

wards announced 
he would 
keep Phase 
2 restric-
tions in 

place another 
28 days. 

The tally for West Ba-
ton Rouge included 232 cases and 
34 deaths, according to LDH and 
the West Baton Rouge Coroner’s 
Office. Te number of coronavirus 
cases in West Baton Rouge has re-
mained stagnant for at least four 

days, and no coronavirus-re-
lated deaths have been re-
ported within the parish 
since May 30. 

As of Monday, Louisi-
ana ranks seventh out of 23 
states across the country 

experiencing an increase 
in COVID-19 positive 
cases. Those include 
the neighboring states of 

Texas, Arkansas, Alabama, 
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