
West Baton Rouge Par-
ish saw its biggest spike 
in new coronavirus cases 
since August on Friday, 
Nov. 6, according to data 
from the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Health. On Friday, 
LDH reported 27 new con-
firmed coronavirus cases, 
the largest spike since LDH 
reported 42 new cases on 
Aug. 2. The Aug. 2 spike 
remains the largest since 

LDH began reporting daily 
case counts in March. 

Phase 3 of the COVID-19 
mitigation measures will 
remain in place until Dec. 
5 across Louisiana, under 
the executive order Gov. 
John Bel Edwards issued 
last week. 

The current order will 
remain intact until Dec. 4. 

He issued the latest di-
rective as Louisiana has 
seen a downward trend in 

Port Allen Police Chief Esdron Brown 
will face first-time political candidate Lt. 
Corey Hicks with the West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s Office in the Dec. 5 run-off elec-
tion. 

The Chief of Police race had the highest 
turnout of all local races, with 73.4% of 
the city’s qualified voters casting a ballot 
for one of the four candidates. 

Hicks garnered 37% of the vote, with in-
cumbent police chief Brown trailing with 
32%. Hicks, the only candidate to receive 

more than 1,000 votes, led by 137 votes. 
He claimed a smaller lead in early voting 
with 37 more votes than Brown. 

Bryan Simmons received 518 votes, fol-
lowed by candidate John Summers with 
337, or 12% of the city’s vote. 

To the Runoff

On Dec. 5, Port Allen voters will decide 
whether the current administration stays 
or change comes. Brown, a decorated law 
enforcement officer and Hicks, the assis-
tant chief of security with the West Baton 
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Port Allen Mayor Richard N. Lee, III speaks during a community event in 2017.

Voters re-elect Mayor 
Richard Lee to serve 

second full term

City Council
Charlene Gordon elected to Dictrict 1 seat, 

At-Large seat heads to Dec. 5 runoff

Police Chief Esdron 
Brown, Lt. Corey Hicks 

prepare for runoff

Brown

For the third time, Port Allen voters 
chose Richard Lee as mayor. He will head 
into his second full term after being chosen 
in a 2014 special election to finish Deedy 
Slaughter’s term after she was recalled. 

Lee secured 60% of the vote to Court 
Street Cafe owner Jason Hammack’s 40%, 
according to complete but unofficial results 
by the Secretary of State. The race was 
a nail-biter, with each of the candidates 
claiming large victories in some precincts, 
while others were neck and neck. 

Lee secured the majority of early votes 
with 60%, or 311 more votes than Ham-
mack. The total difference was 563 votes 
of the 2,691 cast in the mayor’s race. Un-
official voter turnout for the mayor’s race 
was 71.5% of the city’s qualified voters. 

“I want to thank everybody for their 
support,” Lee said in a phone call follow-
ing the election results. “We will continue 
to move this City in the right direction to 
grow. The main priorities are improving in-
frastructure and technology to better serve 
the people of this community.”

Lee and Hammack both identified the 
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Gordon Lacy Saia

Two City Council seats 
were up for grabs in the 
Nov. 3 election. One has 
been claimed. Former Par-
ish Councilwoman Char-
lene Gordon claimed the 
District 1 City Council seat 
with 58% of the vote over 
incumbent and long-time 
City Councilwoman Ray 
Helen Lawrence. 
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Parish sees biggest 
spike in new 
coronavirus cases 
since August
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