
ouisiana is home to half of the top 20 counties/parishes with the 
highest number of coronavirus deaths per capita, according to data pro-
vided by Johns Hopkins University and calculations by Dr. Gary Wagner 
of University of Louisiana-Lafayette. West Baton Rouge and Iberville 
parishes are among those, reporting 10 and eight deaths, respectively. 

Over the weekend, Louisiana resident deaths jumped by 38 percent. On 
Tuesday, the statewide death toll reached 582, an increase of 70 deaths in 
a 24-hour period. 

The startling data reinforces the need to continue the mitigation efforts 
currently in place, Gov. John Bel Edwards said in his daily address Mon-
day, April 6.

The list of parishes on 
the list include St. John 
the Baptist, Orleans, St. 
James, Jefferson, St. 
Charles, Allen and St. 
Bernard. Orleans and 
Jefferson parishes re-
main the hardest hit in 
the state. 

West Baton Rouge is 
one of the state’s smallest parishes with a population of 26,427, according 
to a 2018 population estimate by the US Census Bureau. Yet the parish 
counts ten COVID-19 deaths on Tuesday, according to the WBR Coro-
ner’s Office. 

 
The death toll according to LDH and population in other ranked par-

ishes include:

St. John the Baptist 34 (43,184)
Orleans 185 (391,008)
St. James 6 (21,037)

Jefferson 137 (439,036)
Iberville 8 (32,721)

St. Charles: 19 (52,879)
Allen: 5 (25,605)

St. Bernard: 10 (46,721)
 

“Obviously, we have a significant problem and we’ve known this for 
some time, and this reinforces that we need to continue the things we’re 
doing,” Edwards said.

Despite the spike in Iberville and other parishes across the state, some 
encouraging trends have taken shape.

While hospital admissions, as a whole, continue to increase, the number 
of new admissions has declined. In addition, the number of patients on 
ventilators has shown a small decline, along with the amount of time that 
they are in use, Edwards said.

The state may finally have begun the flattening of the curve, but the 
numbers do not fully constitute the trend, Edwards said.

“While all numbers are still high – higher than we would like – we are 
starting to see real signs that the mitigation measures we put into effect 
weeks ago are starting to bear real results.,” he said. “We are hopeful 
we are seeing the beginning of the flattening of the curve, and that these 
efforts are going to continue through additional compliance from people 
across the state.”

The numbers may 
provide a much-needed 
sense of encouragement, 
but Edwards urged resi-
dents not to let their guard 
down.

He fears some may 
hastily back away from 
the mitigation efforts in 
place.

“The fear is that I’m 
telling people that, and they’ll say that the task at hand is accomplished 
and we can go back to doing what we normally do,” Edwards said. “But 
that is the wrong answer because if we start that flattening of the curve, 
it’s only because of the mitigation measures and because of the social 
distancing and the improved hygiene practices, and one thing that Vice 
President Pence pointed out is the need to stick with the mitigation mea-
sures, the stay at home order and the social distancing, all the way through 

Toni Booker, a 55-year-
old Port Allen woman 
died in a car wreck near 
the Erwinville Communi-
ty Center Friday, April 3 
the WBR Coroner’s Office 
confirmed. 

The crash is still under 
investigation. 

Two people were killed 
in a fiery crash on Bueche 
Road around 2 a.m. Sun-
day, April 6, according to 
Louisiana State Police. 

Due to the severity of the 
fire, the identities and seat 
belt usage of the driver and 
passenger are unknown at 
this time. 

The wreck occurred 
on Bueche Road north of 
Rosehill Drive as a 2017 
Jeep Wrangler was travel-
ing northbound, according 
to the initial investigation 
by LSP. 

For unknown reasons, 
the Jeep ran off the road-
way to the right. After ex-
iting the roadway, the Jeep 
struck a tree bordering the 
roadway and became en-
gulfed in flames.

Impairment is unknown 
at this time, but an autopsy 
and toxicology report will 
be completed by the coro-
ner’s office.

Please visit our website 
for updates to these stories 
as they become available. 
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Happy 91st birthday, Ruby Trahan!
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Holy Family School named Alise Ashford Principal, removing her interim title, on March 31. She waves as more than a dozen staff and students drive by after they 

suprised her with a socially distant parade celebration on Sunday, April 6. 
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on Tuesday, April 7

— Gov. John Bel Edwards

“ It’s not the time to become 
lax and ease up.”
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