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At least 300 people impressed by 
Caneview K-8 school tour

 
 

 There were a lot of 
“oohs” and “aahs” from 
the parents who toured the 
new Caneview K-8 school 
near Erwinville last Thurs-
day evening. 
 One parent even went so 
far as to say, “This is the 
best Christmas present we 
could’ve gotten.”
 The campus was not 
quite ready for students 
Thursday, but Superinten-
dent Wes Watts assured the 
300 or so people on hand 
for the tour it would be 
and students would begin 
attending classes in the 
new school Tuesday. 
 “Things are not perfect 
yet,” he said in a presen-
tation before he began 
leading the visitors around 
the campus. “Some of the 
classrooms are perfect and 
some of them still need 

some work.”
 “We’re still in the 
process of moving in,” 
Watts said. “While we’re 
not completely finished 
moving in, we’re moved in 
enough to have school.”
 He said the contractors 
would be working over 
the weekend to complete 
the items on a punch list, a 
descriptive list of what the 
School Board wants done 
before the contractors are 
fully paid, and the school 
would be ready by the time 
students arrived on Tues-
day. 
 Watts emphatically 
thanked the school’s visi-
tors Thursday for making 
the new school possible 
with the passage of a $90 
million bond issue in 2016. 
 “We thank you because 
you are the people who are 
paying for this,” he said. 
“Thank you for allowing 
this to happen.”
 “We’re excited to see 

you,” Watts continued lat-
er. “This is a great turnout. 
We’re excited to show you 
this school and this cam-
pus.”
 “We are so proud of the 
new school,” said Dean 
of Students Jan Watts. “I 
told all the kids when we 
brought them in here we 
have been given an incred-
ible opportunity.”
 “We have a new home 
and we are going to treat 
this home with the ultimate 
respect,” she continued. “I 
can guarantee you of that.”
 “We are so honored that 
our community agreed 
to the tax that gave us 
this school,” Jan Watts 
said. “We feel like we are 
indebted to you as a com-
munity and we’re going to 
make good on the promise 
to respect this facility and 
use it to the best of our 
abilities.”
 The superintendent 
praised the appearance and 

functionality of the new 
campus, which has over 
500 students enrolled now. 
Since it was built for the 
inevitable growth in the 

area, Caneview K-8 was 
designed and built for 600 
students. 
 “This is a beautiful facil-
ity,” he said to the attentive 

crowd amassed in the new 
gymnasium. “And it’s the 
most secure school in West 
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Well known artist Henry Watson 
credits his roots, hard work and a 

few breaks for his success

See ‘SCHOOL’ on Page 2

 
 

 (Editor’s note: This is 
the first of two articles 
on artist Henry Watson, 
a woodcarver, who has 
gained fame with his 
work, including marketing 
it at the 1984 World’s Fair 
in New Orleans and the 
city’s Jazz and Heritage 
Festival. His work now is 
on display in homes and 
art galleries all over the 
world and at least a dozen 
publications have written 
about him. In this part, 
Watson’s humble begin-
nings are explained.)

 Henry Watson has 
known since he was a 
teenager what he wanted to 
be—a professional artist, 
a woodcarver. He works 
with an unusual medium, 
old cypress wood, but it’s 
appropriate for his subject 
matter. 
 “I carve for people all 
over the world now, but on 
any day, when they come 
here or if I’m somewhere 
doing a demonstration, I’m 
going to be doing these 
little cabins,” Watson said, 
like the ones he grew up 
around. 
 “One day, coming soon, 
you’re not going to have 
cabins like that left any-

where,” he continued. “I’m 
preserving our history and 
our way of life. I’m captur-
ing it through my carving.”
 “Some of the buildings 
I’ve done carvings of are 
gone, even some of the 
plantations,” Watson said.  
“We’re losing a lot and all 
the time, but I’ve preserved 
them in my woodcarving.”
Watson’s story begins on a 
dot on the map of Loui-
siana near Livonia called 
Valverda. “When I was a 
child, it was just a row of 
small houses and an old 
sugar mill stack.” 
 His grandmother lived 
in one of those houses, his 
aunt in another. “All that’s 
left now is the smokestack. 
Other than that, Valverda is 
gone.” 
 “It was like a little 
community,” Watson said. 
“That’s where I learned the 
history of the area. That’s 
where I learned the beauty 
of those tiny cabins.”
 “If you ask me why I 
do what I do, it’s because 
of that little place called 
Valverda,” he continued, 
adding his favorite subjects 
have always been “the 
little cabins, the shotgun 
houses…the kind of stuff I 
grew up surrounded by.”

His parents and the rest of 
his nuclear family moved 
around a lot and into dif-
ferent school districts, so 
Watson moved in with his 
grandmother so he could 
remain in the Livonia High 
School district. 
 “I tell folks the story 
behind the woodcarving 
is Livonia High,” Watson 
said. “Had I not made it to 
Livonia High, I probably 
would be doing this now.”
 The school’s art teach-
er, A.B. Crochet, taught 
woodcarving, but only to 
advanced art students. So 
Watson began taking the 
classes leading up to it, 
learning to draw in Art I 
and to paint in Art II. All 
along, though, his focus 
was on woodcarving. 
 “I loved it when I first 
saw it,” Watson said of the 
art form that’s made him 
famous.
 “I saw those older 
students beating on that 
board and what they were 
creating and that’s what 
interested me,” he said. 
“That’s what got my 
attention. I watched them 
and I paid attention and I 
learned.”

 

  
 
 Brusly’s Mayor Scot 
Rhodes says there are “a 
few things going on” in 
his town this year, includ-
ing a new park near the 
bike share location on the 
Mississippi River levee 
and a massive amount of 
improvements to the small 
town’s drainage system. 
 “I think the biggest proj-
ect we have planned for 
this year is turning a piece 
of property we have into a 
park,” Rhodes said, at the 
intersection of River Road 
and Main Street. Above it 
on the levee is where the 
town’s bike share bicycles 
are stored. 
 The park will cover about 
an acre and a half and will 
provide a few parking spots 
for people renting bikes, 
some playground equip-
ment and possibly an ever-
green tree the town could 
use for a Christmas tree 
lighting ceremony each 
year. 
 “In the future, we might 
host other events for the 
public there,” Rhodes said. 
He said the Town Coun-
cil approved the park last 
year and budgeted about 
$200,000 for the project, 

based on a guestimate of 
what it will cost. 
 “The landscape architects 
have it now and they’re 
going to come back to the 
council in about a month 
with a plan and an estimat-
ed cost,” Rhodes said. 
 “The council has pretty 
much said ‘we’re ready to 
go,’” he said. “We want to 
get the ball rolling so you 
should see some activity in 
a couple of months.”
 Next in priority for the 
Town of Brusly is the con-
tinuation of a drainage im-
provement project. Rhodes 
said the council budgeted 
an additional $70,000 for 
an expansion of that work 
so that about $150.000 can 
be spent on it this year. 
 “We’ve started that pro-
cess,” he said. “We’re grad-
ually cleaning our ditches 
and putting new culverts 
where they’re needed.” 
 “Our engineer is working 
on an overall plan so we’ll 
know where we need work 
done,” Rhodes continued.
 There are no new busi-
nesses on the drawing 
board for Brusly this year, 
but the mayor said “we’re 
always looking” for new 
business and industries to 
locate in the town. 
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New park and better 
drainage are 2020

Brusly improvements  
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