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Panthers head to the State
Championship tournament

Photo courtesy of Acadian Ambulance
Justin Crotchet was named Capital Region
Paramedic of the Year by Acadian Ambulance.
Crotchet works as a Critical Care ParaMedic, is a
preceptor to new hires and serves as an
Advanced Cardiac Life Support (ACLS) instructor. 

Audrey McCain, Chief
Financial Officer with the
City of Port Allen, was
awarded the designation of
“Certified Government
Finance Officer” (CGFO) by

the Government Finance
Officers Association of
Louisiana (GFOA) at its
Spring Conference held
April 25-27, 2018, at the
DoubleTree in Lafayette,
LA.  Certification is based 

A house fire in the 2700
block of Lukeville Lane in
Brusly claimed the lives of
two people and injured one
late Friday night. 

Delores Odom, 79, and
Lionel Odom, 81, died
from smoke inhalation as a
blaze engulfed their home,
the West Baton Rouge
Coroner’s Office said.

The West Baton Rouge
Parish Fire District 1
responded to the fire
around 11:05 p.m. A for-
mer volunteer firefighter
drove by as the house
caught fire and helped the
only surviving victim
escape through a window,
District Fire Chief Kenny
Hunts said. 

The victim received first
degree burns to his arms
and hands, officials said. 

The Louisiana Office of
the State Fire Marshal was

Brusly house fire a double fatality

Finance chief
gets certified

Brusly native takes reins as
Secretary of State

No motels,
fourth floor
in Addis staff report
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Port Allen paramedic
earns regional honor
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A new hotel has
opened its doors in the
heart of Port Allen, and
this one invites guests to
stay a while. The new
extended-stay hotel locat-
ed at 2665 Office Park
Drive, will operate as a
Marriott franchise, owned
by Port Allen Hospitality
LLC and managed by
Magnolia Hospitality
Group, LLC of Dallas,
Texas. 

It is the second hotel to
open in Port Allen this
year. The first was
LaQuinta, which is next
door to the Towne Suites
Marriott. 

“We are excited to
introduce the TownePlace
Suites brand to the Port 
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Stay a
while
Extended-stay
hotel opens in
heart of PA
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Audrey McCain is awarded designation of
Certified Government Finance Officer. 
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The scene of the double fatality fire in the 2700 block of Lukeville Lane.  

As Addis continues to
grow, officials are making
sure the booming town
isn’t burned by a lack of
ordinances again. The
Council passed two ordi-
nances last week, one pro-
viding guidelines for hotel
developments, the other
restricting building height. 

Promoting “smart
growth” is at the heart of
the ordinances, council
member Tate Acosta, who
introduced them, said. 

“As commercial devel-
opment starts to come with
increased residential devel-
opment, we want to make
sure the town is prepared,”
Acosta said. 

Ordinance 2018-4 sets
standards for hotel devel-
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Each year, Acadian
Ambulance recognizes its
exceptional medics for
their tireless work ethic
and dedication. All final-
ists are known as out-
standing paramedics and
EMTs who display exem-
plary attitudes and provide
excellent patient care.

Justin Crochet, a native
of Morgan City, Louisiana
was selected as the Capital
District regional
Paramedic of the Year, and
was a finalist for the over-
all Louisiana/Mississippi
honor. The region spans
West and East Baton
Rouge, Pointe Coupee,
Iberville, East Feliciana,
Ascension and Livingston
parishes. Crochet has been
with Acadian for six years
years. He is a graduate of
Morgan City High School.

Crochet began his
career at Acadian as an
EMT in Thibodaux,
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The Office of the
Secretary of State has faced
a few challenges
this year, most
notably the resig-
nation of former
Secretary of State
Tom Schedler
amid a sexual
harassment law-
suit. Brusly
native Kyle
Ardoin stepped into
the role of Secretary of State
last week with plans for
steady, passionate leader-
ship.

Ardoin formed a personal
and professional relationship
with former Secretary Tom
Schedler during his lobbying
career. He jokingly sent a

text after Schedler was elect-
ed asking if he needed a First
Assistant and Schedler
replied with a start date. 

Upon Schedler’s resigna-

tion, Ardoin was installed as
Secretary of State. He will
serve in the position for the
next eight months until an
election is held in October.

Ardoin said he does not plan
to run for election, opting to
lead for now and let the peo-
ple pick the new secretary in
the fall. 

The people of West Baton Rouge
have never forgotten me, and I

have never forgotten them.” 
“

— Secretary of State Kyle Ardoin

Breanna smIth
editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Secretary of State Kyle Ardoin
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Fallen New Roads Guardsmen
immortalized with memorial


