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First grader Layla Guidry marches alongside Tara Snearl, founder of the Justice 

for Fatrell Organization during the march through Port Allen on Sunday, May 31. 

West Baton Rouge 
joins national protests 
with solidarity march

See HURRICANE SEASON on Page 3

West Baton Rouge citizens, including 
local leaders and law enforcement officers, 
marched through Port Allen Sunday, May 
31 to protest the police killing of George 
Floyd.

“We are here today for the purpose of 
this: to show solidarity with the rest of the 
country that is protesting about the injus-
tices that are being done over and over and 
over and over,” Rev. Garrett Brown said 
from the steps of the West Baton Rouge 
Courthouse before the march began. 

March leaders called for accountabili-
ty in the death of George Floyd as well as 
West Baton Rouge residents Josef Rich-
ardson, who was shot and killed by a West 
Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Deputy during 
the execution of a no-knock warrant and 
Fatrell Queen, who’s 2017 murder remains 

unsolved.
Sultan Ali Berry led the group in chant-

ing, “no justice, no peace,” Black lives mat-
ter” and “say his name, George Floyd.”

The Justice for Fatrell Organization or-
ganized the mile-long march, which began 
at the West Baton Rouge Parish Courthouse 
and ended at Centennial Park across from 
Port Allen City Hall. There, organization 
leaders and others spoke, encouraging the 
community to take action through the cre-
ation of a Community Oversight Board, an 
effort the Justice for Fatrell Organization 
has spearheaded for about a year. 

Speakers addressed Sheriff Mike Cazes, 
District Attorney Ricky Ward and Assis-
tant District Attorney Tony Clayton, who 
is seeking election as the District Attorney, 
none of whom attended the march. 
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Entering Phase 2
Gov. Edwards loosens COVID-19 related restrictions

Bars, tattoo parlors, pool 
halls and other business-
es reopen, while capacity 
expands to 50 percent for 
restaurants, churches and 
other establishments under 
eased COVID-19 restric-
tions that take effect Friday.

Gov. John Bel Edwards 
will sign a proclamation 
Thursday that will remain in 
effect at least three weeks.

He announced the deci-
sion after consultation with 
the state Department of 
Health, the Office of Public 
Health and the Office of the 
State Fire Marshal.

“We’re showing signs of 

progress,” Edwards said. 
“Louisiana is headed in the 
right direction.”

His announcement fol-
lowed daily totals that 
showed only four deaths, 
the lowest figure reported 
since March 22.

The state also dropped 
from No. 2 to No. 10 in per 
capita cases across the na-
tion and conducted 347,647 
coronavirus tests as of May 
28, ahead of the goal of 
200,000 for the month.

“We still have a lot of 
work to do and we will con-
tinue to have restrictions 
in place,” Edwards said. 
“We’re not going to be ful-
ly back to normal for quite 

some time, and we’re not 
likely to be there until we 
have a vaccine, safe and 
mass-produced and admin-
istered to our people.”  

The state found what Ed-
wards considers the right 
balance between the safe-
ty of residents in a public 
emergency and a process 
for businesses to rebound 
after the quarantine.

Edwards made the Phase 
2 announcement three 
weeks after the state moved 
past the “Stay at Home” 
mandate and on the heels of 
a letter signed by Attorney 
General Jeff Landry and 
50 lawmakers that urged 
him to open all businesses. 

Phase 1 allowed reopening 
of barbershops and beauty 
salons, along with churches 
and fitness centers at a 25 
percent capacity.

He urged residents – par-
ticularly those with “at-
risk” conditions – to contin-
ue to self-isolate.

He also responded to 
critics who considered his 
restrictions too extreme on 
the state economy.

“I didn’t shut down re-
tailers, and construction and 
engineering continued,” 
Edwards said. “Restrictions 
were far more extreme in 
other states, and they re-
main in effect in some 
states.”
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